
Approved minutes February 2020 Ratho & District Community Council

Minutes of the RADCC held on Monday 17 February 2020 at 7.15pm in Ratho Community Centre, Ratho 

Present: J Wightman (Chair), G Low, K Watt, R Godfree, E Gray, K Shaw, S Bisset, D Hunter
In attendance: PC J Kelly, Sgt S Watt, Cllrs N Work, N Gardiner
Apologies: P Taylor, J Couper, Cllrs S Webber, G Bruce, G Hutchison

Action
1 Apologies

As above.
2 Minutes of previous meeting

Minutes of meeting of 20th January 2020 were approved.
Proposed: G Low Seconded: K Watt

3 Matters arising from last meeting not dealt with elsewhere
3.1 (3.1) Issues re parking in Ratho – to be reviewed in due course
3.2 (3.2) Community action plan – no update
3.3 (3.3) Heavy lorries on canal bridge –  no update
3.4 (3.4) Meetings with young people – no update JW
3.5 (3.5) Publication of historic personal details on Planning Portal – no update
3.6 (3.6) Disabled access to shops etc – no update
3.7 (3.7) Speeding in village – see item 4
3.8 (3.8) 30mph sign not working – Has been followed up, Karl to talk to Cala again.
3.9 (3.9) Clarification of various points (Cllr Gardiner / assistant) – no update  
3.10 (3.10) Speed limit Gogar Bank – no update
3.11 (3.11) Wall at Piggery Bends – no update
3.12 (3.12) Dust pollution from Bonnington Quarry  – no update
3.13 (3.13) Planning conditions re Craigpark quarry/country park – no update
3.14 (3.14) Dalmahoy junction traffic lights – see item 5.3
3.15 (3.15) Engagement Officer – on hold
3.16 (3.16) Wave Garden, application for buildings – no update
3.17 (4) Results of January speed checks – no update
3.18 (5.2) Gogarstone Road/A8 junction action – Letter was sent to Paul Lawrence, who passed it on to 

Bryan Mackie, Project Officer. He will be in touch to arrange a meeting, as it was suggested there 
would be a couple of options to be considered. Cllr Gardiner will try to attend the meeting if he can.

3.19 (8) Lamppost at Hillwood Rise – no update
3.20 (9.7) Former Uniroyal site – It was confirmed to the developer that residents had been consulted and 

no interest expressed in running a community centre.
3.21 (9.8) Interim library arrangements – no update
3.22 (16) Ratho United Football Club – There had been another meeting the previous evening, and 

although there was a lot of paperwork and red tape, excellent progress had been made. Applications 
for funding have been made to the Airport Community Fund and the South West Community Fund. 
Strips are already fully sponsored and other sponsorship has been found. PVGs are coming through, 
and it was hoped to be up and running in March. There will be four teams up to 2011-born, and the 
cost will be around £15 or £18 per month per child. 

4 Police report 
PC Kelly reported for both areas as follows:
Almond (18 January – 16 February)
3 crimes, 1 solved to date.
Assault: 6 Feb, Gogar Station Road, male driver slapped in face in road rage incident, minor

contact, no injury. Enquiries ongoing.
Theft: 26/28 Jan, Bridge St, Newbridge, empty keysafe stolen from outside property. 
ASB/Other Ticket issued to male for Breach of the Peace at a business premise in Newbridge

Industrial Estate. 
Pentland
Housebreaking: 23 Jan, Addiston Farm Road, property entered and searched, nothing stolen. 
Assault: 10 Feb, Craigpark Ave, minor assault within a property, no persons injured.
Theft: 31 Jan, Craigpark Ave, van broken into, nothing stolen. 
Road safety: Community Speed Watch is being discussed and details of interested Community 

Councils have been noted. PI Tait and PS Dickson to attend and explain
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Action
further at an upcoming Community Council meeting. 
The above is welcomed. It would be helpful to have advance notice of when they
might attend a meeting, so the Facebook group and others can be informed.

J Wightman had been invited to a CAM project workshop and asked for more information. Sgt Watt 
explained that CAM is a “Contact Assessment Model”, that will be implemented on 10 March, by 
which all calls will be assessed as to whether they are strictly a police matter. The intention is to 
better focus limited police resources where they are really needed. It is assumed the workshop is an 
opportunity to disseminate information as to the reasoning for the change and the way the system 
will operate.
A new yellow box has been painted on the A89 at the car village complex/ Newbridge junction, but is 
basically being ignored, particularly at peak morning times, ie around 7.15 – 8.30am. PC Kelly 
undertook to bring this to the attention of traffic colleagues. 

POLICE

PC KELLY

5 Elected members' reports
5.1 Cllr Work was contacted by a resident on Glasgow Road regarding the IBG development, as she 

has been invited to join discussions regarding the development. The lady concerned had also 
contacted J Wightman, who advised that she would investigate further exactly what was being 
proposed.  
He had received a letter from a developer named Wallace regarding Riccarton Village and a possible 
Park & Ride at Currie Station. He clearly has an option on the land and is pushing for development. 

5.2 Cllr Gardiner reported that an appeal for the 11-house site by the canal has come in, and the 
Planning Committee will respond. Comments on the appeal must be made by 19 February.
The City Plan (“Choices”) consultation has begun and both the Community Council and individuals 
can submit responses. As the only advertised drop-in sessions nearby are in Juniper Green and 
Kirkliston, to which there is no direct bus, a session in Ratho was forcefully requested and has been 
agreed, at 4.00-7.00pm on Thursday 12 March, in the Community Centre. It will be widely advertised 
once posters are received. Developments that have already been agreed are not shown in the plan. 
Norton Park is currently zoned for a replacement showground and is already in the plan, but not for 
housing. The 3 big options are greenfield, brownfield, or a blend of the two. Nothing is set in stone. 
With regard to the IBG, the Reporter does not favour a mix of uses, but the Council does. In some 
cases, the intention is to increase density of build, in order to use less greenfield land but also to 
make public transport routes more viable. J Wightman was encouraged to request more hard copies 
of the Choices booklet and backup information.
Cllr Gardiner had forwarded an extract from the committee report regarding Ratho Primary School 
and the Community Centre; once RADCC is clear about its preferred option, he should be informed 
and he can then make a representation on our behalf. The extract makes clear that nothing now 
needs to be done until 2022.
We had been told that the report to Transport Committee on subsidised bus service tenders was due 
on 27 February; Cllr Gardiner had not heard but will inform RADCC as soon as he knows anything.

JW/NG

NG

5.3 Cllr Bruce reported in connection with the traffic lights at Dalmahoy junction: traffic modelling was 
due to be completed by end February and final detailed designs are due for completion by end 
March 2020. The Council met with landowners towards the end of 2019 and land purchase now only 
awaits the final designs to confirm the areas of land required. An update, with amended delivery 
programme, will be provided to ward councillors in early April 2020. Additionally, a large stretch of 
pavement west of the Dalmahoy junction is due to be cleared soon to make it easier for pedestrians. 

5.4 Cllr Webber reported similarly on both Dalmahoy junction lights and subsidised bus tenders.
6 Chair's report

An invitation to this year's Garden Party has been received, Kate Watt to attend.

7 Treasurer's report
No activity this month. Reminder re funds for youth work that are still held. 

8 Secretary's report 
All activity reported elsewhere.

9 Planning
9.1 City Plan 2030

See 5.2
  

9.2 Extension to lodge, Gogar Castle Road
A large extension is proposed to the lodge at the end of the road to Gogar Castle. We objected, in 

www.radcc.org and www.twitter.com/radcc 2

http://www.twitter.com/radcc
http://www.radcc.org/


Approved minutes February 2020 Ratho & District Community Council

Action
support of local residents, on grounds of the scale of the extension in relation to the size of this B-
listed building. (Subsequently the application has been refused.) 

9.3 11 houses at West Croft
As discussed elsewhere, this has gone to appeal, responses to be submitted by 19 February. 

9.4 Taylor Wimpey site, Ratho Station
Following the meeting with the developer, there has been some dialogue. The sense of the meeting 
was that if the development is wanted, then the link into Hillwood Rise will have to be accepted. If 
Taylor Wimpey do not build on the site, someone else will. 

9.5 Bridge over canal from the WaveGarden
Cllr Gardiner had been asked where things stood with the bridge over the canal, access ramp etc, 
but all seems to have gone quiet and there has been no response as yet. NG

10 Transport/Roads
Nothing to report.

11 Education/Schools
The planning application for the new Nursery building states that it will start in October 2020 and take 
10 months, opening in August 2021. 

12 Neighbourhood Partnerships/Localities
Nothing to report.

13 EACC
EACC are considering whether to hold a meeting on the Mobility Plan and the City Plan, but it is 
doubtful if sufficient people would attend. The Checkpoint group are looking at improving 
engagement with Community Councils and Community Partnerships; the last meeting was 
postponed until 19 February. The next meeting is on ethnicity and improving multi-ethnic 
representation.

14 Airport reports
14.1 Edinburgh Airport Consultative Committee

There was a meeting on 10 February. Edinburgh Airport (EAL) are in the process of appointing a 
Sustainability Manager, and the appointee will be invited to speak at the August meeting. The 
appointment follows considerable consultation and a materiality study to inform the issues to be 
addressed. EAL will be the base for the Scottish government's hydrogen plane trials. A solar farm will 
be in place this year.
The Airspace Change Programme (ACP) has not been approved to proceed at present, EAL are in 
the process of clarification of the issues which the CAA has not accepted. There has been discussion 
between EAL and EANAB about ACP procedures and the validity and transparency of information, 
resulting in EAL agreeing to fund independent reviews of information and calculations.
EAL is doing well relative to market; investment is at record levels. Baggage hall improvements 
should be completed in March.
CEC had asked for changes in the second access road plans, eg making it a street rather than a 
road with significant increase in costs. 
The Chief Executive’s report can be viewed at https://www.edinburghairport.com/about-
us/edinburgh-airport-consultative-committee-eacc

14.2 Edinburgh Airport Noise Advisory Board (EANAB – www.eanab.org.uk)
There was a meeting on 5 February. The CAA have halted the ACP proposals as EAL had not 
explained to the CAA’s satisfaction how the design principles were influenced through stakeholder 
engagement, and have taken on board EANAB's comments regarding increase in use of the runway. 
A long letter has been sent to EAL from EANAB offering support and asking to join forces so that 
such problems/disagreements can be dealt with at an early stage. There is ongoing debate about 
aircraft movement data and whose figures are correct. 
R Godfree was concerned that there seemed to be less awareness in the Ratho community of the 
issues around the ACP than there is in other communities eg in Fife. The purpose of the proposals is 
to increase capacity. The statement of needs proposed increasing capacity to 52 movements per 
hour, where the current limit is 40 though rarely exceeds 30. This would allow more capacity at peak 
times.  They also project passenger numbers increasing by 54% by the end of the decade, which 
would mean an substantial increase in the number of flights. As described in previous minutes, it is 
proposed to permit aircraft to diverge from a straight take-off line far earlier, which would mean more 
noise impact on communities not presently affected. 
The ACP process is basically halted at present, and EAL may have to engage again with 
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Action
stakeholders on the design principles.  When the proposals are published RADCC will ensure the 
community is advised of the detailed proposals and consultation. 

15 Communications
Tweets and Retweets:  18
New followers: 0
CC updates via the Google group: 3
Facebook: 17 posts on various groups, with numerous replies advising residents how to report 
potholes online*.
Website: 51 users making 77 visits to the website in January.
* Although the online system for identifying problem gullies and streetlights is much improved, it is 
very difficult on the Council website map to pinpoint exactly where a pothole is. 

16 AOCB
Residents have complained about noise at the recycling bins in Scotmid car park at Ratho Station, 
particularly the glass ones, being used at 3.00am. This has been reported to councillors before. 
These community bins are serviced 4x a week from Sighthill. It was suggested that an alternative site 
should be sought, perhaps near the park. Cllr Work to follow up. 
Main Street and West Croft are scheduled to be resurfaced in March, and the road from Baird Road 
down to the Canal Bridge has now been added to the job. Resurfacing of Main Street and Baird 
Road will be carried out on Sunday 24 March. There will be no parking and localised road closure/ 
restricted access through the works, particularly for buses. West Croft will be resurfaced on Friday 3 
April and the road closed for the duration of the operation. Householders will be reminded by leaflet 
drop a few days in advance. The bridge itself cannot be included due to weight restrictions.
D Hunter reported great difficulty in paying for and getting issued a brown bin sticker. She will pass 
details to Cllr Work to follow up.
K Shaw reported that there had recently been a RoSPA inspection of the playground behind the 
school, and a number of repair and maintenance actions were identified. Although within school 
premises, the area is not fenced off and is accessible to the community at large. RSV are looking for 
sources of funding to help with payment for these actions. Most funding sources, like the Airport or 
Scotmid, will not fund maintenance and repairs. It was suggested that the Education Department 
may be able to tie in some of the work with the contract for the nursery/library.

NW

NW

KS

17 Dates of future meetings - 2020
Unless otherwise indicated, all RADCC meetings take place on the 3rd Monday of each month, in 
Ratho Community Centre (assuming it is still available), and start at 7.15pm.
16 March 20 July 19 October (venue TBA)
20 April (venue TBA) 17 August 16 November
18 May (venue TBA) 21 September (venue TBA) 21 December
15 June
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