
Approved minutes March 2020 Ratho & District Community Council

Minutes of the RADCC held on Monday 16 March 2020 at 7.15pm in Ratho Community Centre, Ratho 

Present: J Wightman (Chair), K Watt, R Godfree, E Gray, K Shaw, P Taylor, J Couper
In attendance: Cllr G Bruce, Sgt Alex Dickson
Apologies: G Low, D Hunter, S Bisset, Cllrs R Henderson, N Work, G Hutchison

Action
0 Coronavirus

Advice received from CEC leaves it to individual Community Councils to decide whether or not to 
continue to meet. It also highlights that, if the situation remains the same in May/June, CCs may 
need to re-think when to hold their AGM. The April meeting of RADCC will be cancelled. 

1 Apologies
As above.

2 Minutes of previous meeting
Minutes of meeting of 17th February 2020 were approved.
Proposed: K Watt Seconded: R Godfree
A Note of the special meeting of 2nd March 2020 had been circulated, and did not require approval.

3 Matters arising from last meeting not dealt with elsewhere
3.1 (3.1) Issues re parking in Ratho – to be reviewed in due course
3.2 (3.2) Community action plan – no update
3.3 (3.3) Heavy lorries on canal bridge –  no update
3.4 (3.4) Meetings with young people – no update JW
3.5 (3.5) Publication of historic personal details on Planning Portal – no update
3.6 (3.6) Disabled access to shops etc – no update
3.7 (3.7) Speeding in village – see 4.2
3.8 (3.8) 30mph sign not working – no update
3.9 (3.9) Clarification of various points (Cllr Gardiner / assistant) – no update  
3.10 (3.10) Speed limit Gogar Bank – no update
3.11 (3.11) Wall at Piggery Bends – no update
3.12 (3.12) Dust pollution from Bonnington Quarry  – no update
3.13 (3.13) Planning conditions re Craigpark quarry/country park – no update
3.14 (3.14) Dalmahoy junction traffic lights – see 5.1
3.15 (3.15) Engagement Officer – on hold
3.16 (3.17) Results of January speed checks – no update
3.17 (3.19) Lamppost at Hillwood Rise – no update
3.18 (3.21) Interim library arrangements – no update
4
4.1

Police  
Police report
Sgt Dickson presented reports prepared by PC J Kelly and PC A Murdoch.
Almond (17 Feb – 16 March)
7 crimes, 4 solved to date. 
Road safety: 19 Feb, vehicle parked at Scotmid, Station Rd, struck by another, causing damage.

Driver failed to stop/report.
23 Feb, Cliftonhall Road, male charged driving without insurance.
6 Mar, Glasgow Rd, Ratho Station, male charged with drink driving.
8 Mar, Glasgow Rd, Ratho Station, male charged with driving at 54 in 40mph limit.

Theft: 18 Feb, lead stolen from property roof at Gogar Station Rd overnight.
ASB/Other: 1 Mar, driver parked at Glasgow Rd, Ratho Station, had argument with another

driver, one kicked the other's vehicle, cracking the bumper. Enquiries ongoing.
4 Mar, Cliftonhall Rd, male charged with possession of drugs.

Pentland (17 Feb – 16 March)
Assault: 18 Feb, minor assault, suspect and complainer possibly known to each other.
Road safety: Sgt Dickson to attend upcoming CC meeting to discuss Community Speedwatch.
Theft: 29 Feb, theft of items from building site next to Clifton Road (Ratho side)
ASB/Other: 7 Mar, Lidgate Shot, vandalism to vehicle, wing mirror kicked off. 
It had been noted on Facebook that damage to other cars' mirrors had taken place, but these 
incidents must not have been reported to police. A further incident, concerning a car (possibly a black 
Audi) terrorising a female driver on 9 March also seemed not to have been reported. Sgt Dickson will 
raise the matter with patrol officers. Further incidents of cars speeding through the village.

Sgt A 
DICKSON
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Action
4.2

4.3

Community Speedwatch
This is a voluntary scheme driven by members of the community, and supported by Police Scotland 
(Edinburgh Division). It is a high visibility deterrent which aims to encourage motorists to reduce their 
speed, improving the safety and quality of life of the local community. It is about monitoring, not 
enforcement. It involves approved volunteers, in high-vis clothing, with appropriate signage, 
recording details of vehicles travelling above the speed limit at pre-approved sites. Volunteers are 
trained to use the Home Office-approved equipment. Records generated are forwarded to Police 
Scotland who write to the registered keepers advising them of their speed and reminding them to 
obey speed limits. It is owned by the Community Council but volunteers need not be members of the 
CC. Public Liability Insurance is in place. Part of the training would involve conflict management, but 
where it has been trialled, there have been few cases of volunteers being challenged. Of the 16 CCs 
in SW Edinburgh, seven have expressed an interest. 3 volunteers are required for each session: 1 to 
operate the device, 1 to record the vehicle reg no etc, and 1 to act as “spotter”. There is an 
application form for the CC to complete, and each volunteer is required to complete a form and 
undergo basic PVG background checks. 
CAM (Contact Assessment Model)
J Wightman attended an information session for this new system, going live in Edinburgh on 24 th 

March. Emergency calls to police will be answered by trained call centre staff, who then decide 
whether immediate police attendance is required, or a later visit, or whether a different service would 
be more appropriate. A resolution team comprising experienced police officers will review to ensure 
the correct decisions are made. When the system was established in other areas, where a later 
police presence was required there was a commitment to a 1/1.5 hour slot the following day, and this 
was achieved in 97% and 99% of cases. The intention is to ensure limited police resources are 
directed to where they are needed most. Cllr Bruce to confirm which divisions will be involved. GB

5 Elected members' reports
5.1 Cllr Bruce reported that re Dalmahoy junction, he is informed that “land acquisition has progressed”. 

He had no information beyond that. He had requested that action be taken to improve the pavement 
west of the junction, but so much dirt had built up it was difficult to do.
As was already known, First Bus were given the contract for bus service 20. The tender was for the 
existing 20 route. The Chair had asked for answers to a number of questions, primarily asking why 
our views had not been listened to, why a city centre service was not put out to tender, and why we 
had not been informed directly. Our survey carried out clearly found that there is a demand for a city 
centre service, particularly for commuting to work, and in the evenings. CEC reported that the tender 
from First Bus was the only one received, but several people understood that Lothian Buses also 
submitted a tender. Cllr Bruce to follow up and clarify. He noted that there had been discussions at 
Finance Committee about getting the companies together to look at integrated ticketing; by email, 
Cllr Gardiner undertook to seek an update on that. The contract will not begin before June. It would 
be a helpful for residents to set out what the fares will be, what the best/cheapest way is for people to 
buy day tickets, etc. Cllr Bruce will also investigate further.
Cllr Bruce confirmed that Balerno HS is now one of the top ten schools to get investment. This 
summer will see £3-4m invested, primarily roof work and to make the building wind- and water-tight. 

GB

NG

GB

6 Chair's report
All matters covered elsewhere. The Chair encouraged all to respond to the City Plan 2030 and City 
Mobility Plan online consultations, whose deadline is the end of March.

7 Treasurer's report
J Wightman had reverted to the Funding Panel regarding the funds intended for activities with young 
people that are still being held, and awaits their response. No other financial activity.

8 Secretary's report 
Attended the consultation event on the City Mobility Plan and City Plan 2030 (“Changes”). Also 
attended the presentation on 2nd March by Sterling Developments, on the proposed expansion of 
Calderwood to Overshiel and part of the area designated as Bonnington. Much time given to 
Facebook posts and responses. All other activity reported elsewhere.

9 Planning
9.1 Outstanding appeals 

There are outstanding appeals against: IBG, and the 11 houses at West Croft. The Bridge Inn 
extension has not yet been decided, and the decision for the Garden District is still awaited. 

  

9.2 Bridge and access ramp at Climbing Centre
There was due to be a meeting concerning this on 31st March but it is highly likely to be cancelled, in 
the current circumstances. If rearranged, R Godfree will try to attend. RG
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Action
9.3 Gogarstone Road/A8 junction

A response was received from Active Travel, saying they were considering two options and would be 
in touch. That was around six weeks ago. R Godfree to prepare a reminder to go out from the Chair. RG/JW

9.4 Library and nursery building
We submitted objections on the grounds of design, and parking. They are proposing 4 parking 
spaces + 2 disabled. We understood that there should be one space for every two members of staff; 
with 3 library staff and 8-10 nursery staff the proposal would be insufficient for staff, never mind 
library users and parents dropping children off. It was not clear what will happen to the recycling bins.

9.5 Wave Garden
The detailed plan for buildings has been submitted, and comprises 154 documents. A meeting has 
been offered with the Planning Dept if we wish to discuss it further.

10 Transport/Roads
Bus service – see item 5.1

11 Education/Schools
Balerno HS – see item 5.1

12 Neighbourhood Partnerships/Localities
These are in a state of some confusion locally.

13 EACC
The April meeting was cancelled. A secretary is being sought, the previous secretary having resigned 
from his CC and therefore becoming ineligible.

14 Airport reports
14.1 Edinburgh Airport Consultative Committee

It has been noted that the Airport expected to experience considerable difficulties in the coming 
months due to the collapse in passenger traffic numbers. Redundancies of subcontracting staff will 
be required due to the collapse of FlyBe.

14.2 Edinburgh Airport Noise Advisory Board (EANAB – www.eanab.org.uk)
Regular meeting held at the beginning of the month. There has been ongoing dialogue between the 
Airport (EAL) and EANAB regarding the capacity of the runway and the airport's stated needs, and 
both parties have agreed to differ on capacity and what is needed.
The National Planning Framework identifies areas of infrastructure as being “national development”, 
and EAL and other airports are included in that. New planning regulations in 2019 in Scotland require 
that all national developments are assessed against environmental standards.
The ACP process, which is up and running again, is dependent on public consultation and public 
meetings. Due to the corona virus situation, the CAA may have to step in and suspend the process 
until such time as a timeframe can be established that will allow such consultation and meetings. 

15 Communications
Tweets and Retweets: 15
New followers: 
CC updates via the Google group: 3
Facebook: 11 posts and numerous responses on various groups, mainly re Main Street resurfacing, 
and consultations/events for City Mobility Plan and City Plan 2030.
Website: 50 users making 80 visits to the website in February.
Edinburgh Libraries' online community information directory (http://www.youredinburgh.info) will 
no longer be available. The website has low usage and will in future deal only with library matters.

16 AOCB
Resurfacing of Main Street was appreciated.

17 Dates of future meetings - 2020
Unless otherwise indicated, all RADCC meetings take place on the 3rd Monday of each month, in 
Ratho Community Centre (assuming it is still available), and start at 7.15pm.
20 April CANCELLED 20 July 19 October (venue TBA)
18 May (venue TBA) 17 August 16 November
15 June 21 September (venue TBA) 21 December
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