
Approved minutes August 2020 Ratho & District Community Council

Minutes of informal meeting of the RADCC held on Monday 17 August 2020 at 7.15pm by Zoom 

Present: J Wightman (Chair), G Low, K Watt, R Godfree, E Gray, J Couper
Apologies: D Hunter

Action
1 Welcome and way forward

As this was an informal meeting, elected representatives were not invited. If it works well, the next 
meeting will be formal, with police and elected representatives invited and the public informed. Any 
members of the public who wish to attend will be asked to let us know and will be sent the link.
CEC has now agreed that community council AGMs can be held and accounts approved online, so 
the aim is to hold this year's AGM on 19 October.

2 Apologies
As above.

3 Minutes of previous meeting
N/A (Minutes of the March meeting will be put to the next formal meeting for approval.)

4 Police  
As previously discussed, CEC is no longer funding any community police. J Wightman is trying to 
clarify whether or not any police will attend, or submit reports, in future.

JW

5 Elected members' reports
N/A

6 Chair's report
Most items are covered elsewhere but most importantly, G Low is moving to Balerno and will 
therefore be standing down from RADCC. All members are asked to consider any suggestions for 
new members as a matter of urgency.

ALL

7 Treasurer's report
There were two cheques prior to lockdown that had not been cashed: £80 for the Church Hall, this 
has now been actioned, but £40 for data protection registration is still outstanding. K Watt is following 
up with the Information Commissioner's office.
Year end accounts were passed to J Wightman for the auditor. The audit is now complete and 
accounts will be passed back to the Treasurer for presentation to the AGM.

KW

RG

8 Secretary's report 
Most items are covered elsewhere, but a lot of time has been spent on keeping residents advised 
about where and how to report matters of concern, where to get information, etc.

9 Planning
9.1 Land east of Baird Road

The Community Council has been approached by the Developers for comment with regard to a 
revised planning application for 5 houses for the site off Baird Road and with access from West Croft. 
We have responded that, as we represent the views of the Community, and given the previous 
history of the site without seeing any final planning application, including mitigation for local residents 
during construction, it would not be appropriate for us to comment at this time.
As this is not a planning application this is not the appropriate time to make comment, as the final 
plans may be amended.

  

9.2 Library/Nursery
The planning application was approved.

9.3 Bridge Inn
A revised design was apparently submitted, in a more conventional style, and the planning 
application was granted.

9.4 Wave Garden
The recent submission of details for all the buildings etc was minded to be approved, subject to the 
preparation of a legal agreement; it runs to 51 pages and contains 17 conditions. It was pointed out 
that some conditions appeared to be contradictory, particularly concerning the footbridge but also 
with regard to landscaping. To be reviewed further. RG

9.5 Bridge over canal
This has been consented. There was some concern over Section 75 funds in relation to the country 
park and a contribution towards the bridge. There was also concern that the cost may end up being 
far greater than the estimates, and some investigation into that aspect is going forward. RG

9.6 Ratho Station
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Action
Nothing further had been heard. EANAB had written to CEC to point out that while the developers 
had amended designs so that the majority of gardens were not within the decibel contour at which 
there is concern due to noise, they had done so based on an old and incorrect noise map. In fact 
around 60% of gardens now fall within that contour.

9.7 Gogarstone Road junction
There has been nothing further whatsoever on this matter, which continues to cause concern. As a 
number of people seem to be on holiday at the moment, it was agreed to leave it until September 
and follow up strongly then with councillors.

JW

10 Transport/Roads
The response that Cllr Henderson received from CEC had been circulated. Cllr Webber has written 
to Stuart Lowrie asking for clarification of the situation, whether a full subsidy is being paid to First 
Buses and if so why there is no service on a Sunday etc. There is a rumour that First Buses are 
starting the service on 31 August, but nothing has yet been officially confirmed.

11 Education/Schools
Return to school had gone ahead as planned/advertised.

12 Neighbourhood Partnerships/Localities
N/A

13 EACC
EACC wish to have a meeting of transport convenors of community councils. We do not have 
anyone with that responsibility. The next meeting of EACC is on 27 August.

14 Airport reports
14.1 Edinburgh Airport Consultative Committee

There have been two meetings since the last report. A visit to the airport was held to demonstrate 
measures taken with regard to hand sanitation, safe distancing etc and these were very impressive. 
The meeting last week discussed the impact of Covid-19 on air travel. Transport Scotland is 
supporting the airport to benefit tourists and business. The Chief Executive outlined how the airport 
had been affected, and expressed regret at the number of jobs lost.

14.2 Edinburgh Airport Noise Advisory Board (EANAB – www.eanab.org.uk)
Regular meetings have continued to be held online. A review of how EANAB is operating and its 
aims has been proposed by Edinburgh Airport (EAL), causing some consternation amongst 
members, with some supporting and some not. 
Aviation is clearly changing and the Independent Commission on Civil Aviation Noise (ICCAN) are 
working on potential guidelines for how organisations like EANAB should operate and how airports 
should work with them, and the review would seek to follow those guidelines and build a relationship 
with both ICCAN and EAL. 
In almost three years since formation with the aims of mitigating or reducing aircraft noise, no actual 
noise reduction has been achieved although much preparatory work has gone on in the background. 
A Review Taskforce has been established, comprising Members from EANAB and EACC together 
with a representative of Edinburgh Council . The group will meet this week, with a blank sheet of 
paper, to suggest what form the review should take and what its aims will be. It was felt that one of 
the crucial aspects is an understanding of the real impact of aviation noise on communities.

15 Communications
Since March, there have been:
Tweets: 51
New followers: 20
CC updates via the Google group: 31
Facebook: 78 direct posts, and many more responses to other posts

16 AOCB
Two CEC consultations are live:
1)  Community Payback (deadline 31 Aug) – suggestions included refurbishment and possibly re-
siting of the boat bench currently in the community woodland. It might be possible to get Scottish 
Canals on board, and refurbish all the seats along the canal. Secondly, it may be possible to work 
with CEC to reinstate/improve the community woodland once the new library/nursery building work is 
complete.
2)  Proposed Changes to Pre-Application Consultation Requirements in Planning (deadline 6 Nov) – 
all to consider. Something on environmental assessments was suggested.
Litter is regularly being left on the school football pitch. There are cameras there, but it is not clear 

KW

KW

ALL

KW
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Action
whether or not they have been of use in identifying the culprits. To discuss with janitor.
The Chair expressed deepest thanks to Graham Low on his departure from RADCC, for all his hard 
work and commitment, he would be very much missed.

17 Dates of future meetings - 2020
Unless otherwise indicated, all RADCC meetings take place on the 3rd Monday of each month, in 
Ratho Community Centre (assuming it is still available) or online, and start at 7.15pm.
21 September (venue TBA) 16 November
19 October (venue TBA) 21 December
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