
Approved minutes September 2020 Ratho & District Community Council

Minutes of meeting of the RADCC held on Monday 21 September 2020 at 7.15pm, online via MS Teams 

Present: J Wightman (Chair), K Watt, R Godfree, E Gray, D Hunter, P Taylor, J Couper
In attendance: Cllrs N Work, G Bruce, G Hutchison, N Gardiner, L Young, S Webber
Apologies: K Shaw, S Bisset, Cllr R Henderson, Gordon MacDonald MSP

Action
1 Welcome

The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting, especially councillors, who were now able to join as 
the meeting was being held via Microsoft Teams.

2 Apologies
As above.

3 Minutes of previous meeting
Minutes of meeting of 16 March 2020 were approved.
Proposed: K Watt Seconded: P Taylor
Minutes of meeting of 17 August 2020 were approved, with a minor amendment at 9.4.
Proposed: R Godfree Seconded: K Watt

4
4.1

4.2

4.3

4.4

4.5

Elected members' reports
Cllr Webber joined the meeting later but had in the meantime reported that she had raised the issue 
of lack of inclusion and equality in the Council's choice of six libraries that are to re-open in October. 
Ratho residents being directed to use the library at Kirkliston was not realistic, given the poor public 
transport connections between the two. She had asked the council to up the pace of re-opening and 
to ensure geographical locations were considered in identifying the next tranche.
Cllr Work had no issues to discuss other than those concerning the A8, which was being held until 
Cllr Young joined the meeting. 
Cllr Hutchison reported that the first couple of months of lockdown had seen a reduction in normal 
case work but that was beginning to return to “normal”. He thanked the Chair and the Secretary for 
sharing relevant correspondence in the interim. On Wednesday Corporate Governance had put out a 
note agreeing that Zoom would continue to be prohibited for council meetings but they would look at 
providing funding to community councils toward the cost of online meeting apps subscription/support. 
Cllr Bruce noted that some things had carried on in the background. He had raised the issue of the 
bus service at Council, and suggested that integrated ticketing was needed to make it work. He 
believed Ratho needed a direct bus service into the town centre. There had also been some 
progress regarding Dalmahoy junction; traffic modelling was complete, drainage design was ongoing 
and land purchase was being finalised. He hoped there would be concrete progress by spring 2021. 
He noted that the 63 First bus between South Queensferry and Balerno stops at Hermiston P&R, 
making connection with Ratho possible using the hospital bus service, although the latter is very 
infrequent.
Cllr Gardiner agreed that the bus service had been the biggest issue. Initially it seemed that 
ticketing would not include trams, and he had pressed officers to establish an exceptional agreement 
to overcome that. Others present understood that the First Bus one ticket system did now allow tram 
use, although at £5.50 it was more expensive than a Lothian Buses day ticket. It was suggested that 
this should be publicised, eg on the RADCC website, to encourage people to use the buses. It was 
noted that First Bus seem to be poor at marketing their “deals”, and some drivers were less informed 
and helpful than others. Cllr Gardiner also questioned whether a pedestrian crossing was part of the 
proposal for traffic lights at Dalmahoy, and it was believed that was the case.

5 Chair's report
As noted at the last meeting, Graham Low has stepped down from RADCC as he is moving out of 
the area. The Chair expressed personal thanks, and thanks on behalf of RADCC, for his support and 
commitment, and for all that he had done in his role as planning consultant. He will be very much 
missed.

6 Treasurer's report
The £690.85 annual grant from CEC had been received. The audited accounts were forwarded 
earlier in September, but no acknowledgement yet from CEC. The cheque for £40 to the Information 
Commissioner had not yet been cashed; it was confirmed that due to Covid19, staff were not going 
into the office, so a number of cheques had not been paid in.
It was agreed to add Catherine Watt as a cheque signatory and remove Graham Low.

7 Secretary's report 
Routine work continued as normal, keeping residents informed about road works etc, and how to 
report issue of concern to the Council.
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Action
8 Planning
8.1 Crosswinds

RADCC had objected to the Crosswinds application on the grounds that the junction at Gogar 
needed to be resolved before building started, and also that parking seemed quite restricted. 
Otherwise we were happy with this development of a brownfield site. It was also pointed out that, at 
the moment, the design has only one access point, at Gogar, which is not usually considered 
adequate for a site of this size due to the need to ensure access for emergency vehicles.

  

8.2 Site at end of West Croft
Information was received that a new application was to be made for this site, comprising five houses. 
The agents maintain that all the material considerations that led to the previous application being 
turned down have been addressed. They had asked for our views, but as a formal application had 
not been made, we responded that it would be inappropriate to comment at that time.
Post-meeting note: application now received, details on CEC Planning Portal.

8.3 Clapperton Hall/House
This proposed development of 2,000 houses in West Lothian will have a significant impact on the 
A71 and A8. As it is in West Lothian, RADCC are not statutory consultees but once it is on their 
planning portal, we will be able to submit comments. We will maintain close contact with 
Pumpherston CC. It was also pointed out that, from a noise point of view, it is almost directly under 
the westbound flight path from Edinburgh Airport. 

8.4 Calderwood
The Chair and Treasurer will meet with the Wilsons at Jupiter Artland on 23 September to hear their 
perspective on this and other developments.

8.5 New Developers Concordat
Cllr Gardiner reported that this is an attempt to rationalise and simplify the procedures for dealing 
with planning issues. They will be very happy to receive comments from community councils. 

9
9.1

9.2

9.3

Transport/Roads
Gogarstone Road junction
Neither RADCC nor Cllr Webber or Cllr Bruce had heard anything further. At one point, CEC said 
they were considering traffic lights at that junction, but priorities were elsewhere. RADCC wrote to 
CEC pointing out that there are at least 3 areas where the Road Safety Audit made 
recommendations to mitigate safety concerns, none of which had been acted upon. These hazards 
having been identified, it would be a major issue for the Council if a serious accident were to result 
from the recommendations not having been implemented. There is a skid risk on the hatching, 
particularly in autumn with wet leaves, and there is still confusion as to whether a left turn indication 
approaching Gogarstone Road was for the road itself or for the airport slip road. Councillors were 
thanked for all they had done so far, their support is appreciated.
Bus service petition
A Zoom meeting was held last week between Ratho Living Streets (local residents' group) and 
Christine Jardine MP regarding the bus service. They are proposing a petition to ask for a direct bus 
service to Ratho, and this will come up when her next leaflets are issued. Exactly what the petition 
will call for, and when they are calling for implementation, is not yet clear. 
Proposed bus lane on A8
Information on this proposal from CEC, part of the Spaces for People project, had been circulated. 
Cllr Young had spoken to road engineers and the manager concerned and had sent on questions to 
them, but had not yet had a response. The measure is proposed as “temporary” but there are 
concerns that if implemented, it would encourage rat running through Ratho and also through Norton 
House Hotel grounds. CEC can go ahead and implement the measure if it is classed as temporary, 
whereas more scrutiny would be required if it was proposed as permanent. The stretch in question 
would be from west of the airport slip road to Newbridge, west-bound only.

10 EACC
A transport group is being started up, mainly to discuss Spaces for People, cycle routes, bus 
services etc. P Taylor agreed to represent RADCC on this group.

11 Communications
Since August, there have been:
Tweets: 22
New followers: 3
CC updates via the Google group: 7
Facebook: 12 direct posts, and many more responses to other posts
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Action
12 AOCB

The AGM will be held on 19 October, prior to the regular meeting, and will again be held via MS 
Teams. As this is not an election year, receipt of reports, approval of accounts and re-election of 
officers will be the main items of business.

13 Dates of future meetings - 2020
Unless otherwise indicated, all RADCC meetings take place on the 3rd Monday of each month, in 
Ratho Community Centre or online via MS Teams, and start at 7.15pm.
19 October (online) 16 November 21 December
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