
Approved minutes October 2020 Ratho & District Community Council

Minutes of meeting of the RADCC held on Monday 19 October 2020 at 7.15pm, online via MS Teams 

Present: J Wightman (Chair), K Watt, R Godfree, E Gray, D Hunter, P Taylor
In attendance: PC D MacLeod, Cllrs R Henderson, G Hutchison, G Bruce, N Gardiner
Apologies: K Shaw, Cllr L Young

Action
1 Welcome

All were welcomed to the meeting, being held via MS Teams. It was particularly pleasing to have so 
many councillors attending, as well as North West Edinburgh Police presence.

2 Apologies
As above.

3 Minutes of previous meeting
Minutes of meeting of 21 September 2020 were approved, subject to the addition of a sentence at 
Item 6 regarding cheque signatories.
Proposed: J Wightman Seconded: P Taylor

4 Police report
PC MacLeod is based in North West, but was reporting for both sides. In fact, there was nothing of 
note from Pentlands. For NW, there was nothing on house breakings, assaults, thefts or hate crime. 
One incident on Glasgow Road of youths throwing stones at a property, shouting abuse, threatening 
behaviour. One similar incident on Hillwood Rise. Each call was dealt with by the community team or 
by response colleagues.
Since the pandemic began, the focus for police had been quite different. However, once things 
settled down, his team intended to cover community council meetings in their area, either by 
attending or sending reports. He would discuss this with colleagues, but hoped it would be similar in 
other areas. PC MacLeod and PC Martin Crow are covering Ratho and Kirkliston.
The specialist Speedwatch group was not working as it did, but he and his colleagues could still carry 
out speed checks when they had time, or ask Road Traffic to do so. It was confirmed that speeding 
continued to be an issue through Ratho; he will pass that on to colleagues in South West. Cllr 
Gardiner asked if there could be some enforcement of the 40mph speed limit on the A8 around the 
Gogarstone turnoff, where most traffic is clearly going well above the limit. PC MacLeod would 
investigate if anything could be done.

POLICE

POLICE

5
5.1

5.2

5.3

5.4

Elected members' reports
Cllr Henderson wished to update members on one issue only; he had been contacted for an update 
on plans for the Dalmahoy junction and had asked transport officials to contact RADCC to talk 
through the plans and projected timelines.
Cllr Bruce had received comments expressing concern about aircraft noise at night. EANAB had not 
had any similar complaints, and it was confirmed that there had been no increase in the number of 
night-time flights, which are mostly freight. However, many national airports have received a higher 
number of complaints as flight numbers build back up after several months of being extremely quiet 
due to Covid. Another factor, in relation to passenger flights, may be that since many are flying with 
only a half load, the flight profile is steeper so there tends to be more noise distribution in the vicinity 
of take-off areas than previously. The total number of flights is still well below the number at the start 
of Covid. R Godfree to investigate and report back to Cllr Bruce.  
Cllr Gardiner reported that the biggest recent issue for him was the launch of a campaign by Jupiter 
Artland (JA) against a potential development that may not even happen. He was frustrated that the 
newspaper report had not included his comment agreeing that it is not a sustainable site. Legally, the 
Council has to have more than one option in the City Plan, to include greenfield, mixed and 
brownfield sites, and it is on record that brownfield sites would be their preferred option. He was 
concerned that JA had misinterpreted the Council's intentions. RADCC had met with JA and it 
seemed their agents had suggested they campaign now to ensure the development did not appear in 
the final City Plan. The proposed further development at Calderwood is seen as a serious threat, 
without this additional proposal. Cllr Gardiner offered to meet with JA to ensure they fully understand 
the Council's position. The Council have agreed cross-party that nothing can be ruled out at this 
stage, as they do not wish to start a bidding war. R Godfree to pass on contact details to Cllr 
Gardiner. Noted that the Community Council cannot comment until actual plans have been 
submitted. 
Cllr Hutchison had been looking into the proposed bus lanes on the A8, but had nothing in particular 
to report. 

RG

RG/NG

6 Chair's report
All matters covered elsewhere.
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Action
7 Treasurer's report

£96.44 has been paid out for the forthcoming Remembrance Day poppy wreaths. The cheque to the 
Information Commissioner still remains to be cashed, but this was due to staff not being in their office 
due to Covid.
The request to change signatories had been submitted to the bank, but it was unclear if it had been 
actioned, or whether we would be informed when it is.
No invoice has been received this year for web maintenance, there has been no response from the 
developer to recent attempts to contact. K Watt to follow up again.
The funds that had been raised towards Christmas lights were still held in our account. Although we 
have been assured that Ratho is on the Council's list to get a real Christmas tree with lights, it was 
thought advisable to hold the funds in the meantime in case it does not turn out as planned. 

KW

8 Secretary's report
The usual mix of information bulletins and planning applications had been received and were passed 
on to residents as appropriate via Facebook and Community Council updates. Included were flu 
vaccine arrangements, road works and road closures, planning applications, revised bus service 
details and ticket prices. 
Most patients have found the process for flu vaccinations arranged by Ratho Medical Practice to be 
very satisfactory. NHS Lothian had requested the drive-through clinics in Edinburgh be publicised, 
but given the excellent appointments systems set up by Ratho and Almond Medical Practices, it was 
not felt necessary. 
The Community Council has recently discovered that all homes in Scotland require to have 
interlinked smoke and heat alarms fitted by February 2021. This has also been publicised on social 
media and email. Further information is available at https://www.gov.scot/policies/fire-and-
rescue/home-fire-safety/ with more detail on https://www.gov.scot/publications/fire-and-
smoke-alarms-in-scottish-homes/. 

9 Planning
9.1 Clapperton PAC (West Lothian equivalent of PAN), 22 Oct, 12 noon-8pm – online consultation

This is a proposed development site in West Lothian for 2,000 houses. Together with Calderwood, 
this would have a huge impact on traffic on the A71 and A8. The consultation site can be found at 
www.drumshoreland.com. K Watt to send Cllr Gardiner details, he will check to see if CEC can 
submit a response. Noted that EANAB is keeping a watching brief on this and other proposed 
developments, as is Edinburgh Airport, in terms of aviation noise impact on potential development 
sites. This site lies almost directly under the westbound flight path.

KW/NG

9.2 5 houses at West Croft
The developer has tried to address all the concerns raised following the previous submission. The 
only outstanding concern is changes to the route of sewers and potential damage to gardens, and 
additional traffic in West Croft. Until these issues are resolved, RADCC can only object. Cllr Gardiner 
believed these matters could be resolvable by making them conditions. 

  

9.3 Bonnington Store
There has been an application for Change of Use for what is known locally as the grain store, on the 
B7030. The application states the change of use is from the present storage facility to “recycling 
centre”, but there is no information at all on what is to be recycled. Another recycling centre owned 
by the same company breaks down concrete, brickwork and masonry, to form recycled aggregates. If 
this were similar, it could be very noisy, with a risk of dust pollution. If it is household waste to be 
recycled, there would be concerns re odour and vermin. The main point of objection is that local 
residents believe CEC should not be making a decision where it is not known what is being recycled. 
There are now 24 comments on the portal, 2 in support and the remainder objections.

9.4 Kirkland House and Lodge
This comprises two separate applications. Kirkland House was the Trefoil Centre, then became a 
hospice, and the application is for a change to housing, one large house and 10 others. The 
application for the Lodge is for holiday lets, but there is a concern that it is not just one, but possibly 
several will be developed in the future. There are some concerns about traffic, as the entrance is at 
an awkward junction where traffic travels fairly fast.

9.5 Jupiter Artland
See item 5.3

10 Transport/Roads
Regarding the reduction in speed limit on the A8 to 40mph the whole way, some residents have said 
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Action
it seems pointless as there is no monitoring. There is now a proposal to reduce the limit to 30mph 
from the airport slip road to Ratho Station, whose residents again feel it is pointless. Cllr Hutchison 
believed that the problem is that the road is designed as a faster road, being a dual carriageway; he 
felt that the only way to change driver behaviour would involve substantial investment and changes 
to road layouts, and neither the police nor CEC had the resources to make such changes. 

11 Education
Nothing was discussed.

12 EACC
Spaces for People – this project is somewhat controversial. The hope is to come to some kind of 
consensus, but it will not be easy to reconcile the diverse views of all concerned. There will be a 
meeting on Thursday, to be attended by J Wightman and P Taylor.
The EACC annual election for office-bearers will take place shortly. J Wightman has been persuaded 
to stand again as Treasurer, and it was agreed to support her nomination when forms come out.

13
13.1

13.2

Airport
Edinburgh Airport Consultative Committee
No meeting, nothing to report.
Edinburgh Airport Noise Advisory Board (EANAB – www.eanab.org.uk)
EANAB have carried on having monthly meetings online throughout the pandemic, and work is 
progressing on various fronts. Edinburgh Airport has, as previously reported, instigated a review of 
EANAB which is now ready to start, but its aims remain to be clarified. 
Since March, the Airport has withdrawn its funding to EANAB, so they have not been able to employ 
a Minute Secretary. They have managed to get by with volunteers, but it has now been proposed that 
all the 14 or so organisations involved, mostly community councils, should be asked if they would be 
willing to make a financial contribution, say no more than £50, to provide funds for a Minute 
Secretary for 5 or 6 months. The general feeling was that it should only go ahead if all those involved 
agreed to pay the same amount. A further complication was that EANAB does not have a bank 
account, and it was suggested that R Godfree, as Treasurer of RADCC, could make use of its 
account to hold such funds as were provided and disburse payments, keeping the funds ring-fenced. 
A further suggestion was made that one or two organisations could in effect fund each EANAB 
meeting. Following discussion, the proposal to offer a maximum of £50, payable only if all other 
groups involved contributed a similar amount, was put to a vote. There were 3 votes in favour, 1 
against, and 1 abstention, so the proposal was agreed. R Godfree will take this to EANAB and report 
back. RG

14 Communications
MS Teams will continue to be used for meetings, as councillors are not permitted to use Zoom on 
Council equipment. Costs will be discussed at a future meeting.
Since September, there have been:
Tweets & retweets: 26
New followers: 4
CC updates via the Google group: 6
Facebook: 30 direct posts, and numerous responses to other posts

15 AOCB
There is speculation locally that the library may not reopen as it is scheduled for demolition to make 
way for the new library/under 5s centre. Even a temporary loss of this service is a great detriment to 
the village, across all age ranges and groups, but in particular the older members of the community. 
The nearest libraries, when open, are two bus journeys away. Councillors were asked if they had any 
updates on this, or the previous suggestion of a mobile unit/TU being sited in the village. Cllr 
Henderson confirmed that the first 6 or 7 libraries had re-opened and the Council wanted to get them 
all open again as soon as it seems safe to do so. Ratho is listed for the next phase, due in 
November, but there has been no sign of any activity to date. Cllr Henderson will follow up. 
It was placed on record that, on behalf of the whole community, RADCC appreciates the invaluable 
support provided by the Village Shop and Post Office, the Pharmacy and the Bridge Inn throughout 
the period of the pandemic. They have been an enormous help to the community.

RH

16 Dates of future meetings - 2020
Unless otherwise indicated, all RADCC meetings take place on the 3rd Monday of each month, in 
Ratho Community Centre or online via MS Teams, and start at 7.15pm.
16 November 21 December
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