
Approved minutes November 2020 Ratho & District Community Council

Minutes of meeting of the RADCC held on Monday 16 November 2020 at 7.15pm, online via MS Teams 

Present: J Wightman (Chair), K Watt, R Godfree, E Gray, J Couper, D Hunter, P Taylor
In attendance: Cllr S Webber, Cllr G Hutchison, Cllr N Work, Cllr R Henderson, Cllr G Bruce
Apologies: Cllr N Gardiner

Action

1 Welcome
All were welcomed to the meeting, although some members had problems with access.
Post-meeting note: K Watt apologised for any difficulties encountered and thanked everyone for 
persisting. Further training/practice would be undertaken with MS Teams.

2 Apologies
As above.

3 Minutes of previous meeting
Minutes of meeting of 19 October 2020 were approved
Proposed: K Watt Seconded: J Wightman

4 Police report
There was no police presence and no reports were submitted.

5
5.1

5.2

5.3

5.4

5.5

5.6

Elected members' reports
Cllr Gardiner 
Advised by email that the Policy & Sustainability (P&S) Committee had agreed to investigate mobile 
library provision for Ratho.
Cllr Webber 
The main issue currently was the library. She had made it clear at the P&S meeting that exceptional 
circumstances applied in Ratho. The Chair had been asked for suggestions of sites, but it was 
unclear what form of service was envisaged. Cllr Webber believed it was most likely to be a mobile 
service, visiting Ratho on specific day or days. She suggested that it could only be helpful to lay out 
for the officer concerned a list of potential spaces and what service would be appropriate for each, 
giving as much detail as possible.
Delivery of the pre-school vaccination programme had been challenging. Parents or guardians 
should continue to try to keep their original appointment at Sighthill, but Ratho Medical Practice will 
provide “mop-up” arrangements. Full details are yet to be decided, but it is unlikely to take place 
before the start of December, and capacity will be limited. 
Cllr Webber has a meeting pencilled in with the developer at Calderwood;, a number of councillors 
are meeting with them. 
Cllr Hutchison  
There has been a case of Covid-19 at Hillwood Primary, which was notified to CEC by the Head 
Teacher on 9th November, and all appropriate procedures were and are being followed. 
He had received reports on the poor condition of the road surface at Queen Anne Drive and is 
looking into that. 
Taylor Wimpey had requested a meeting to discuss development in west Edinburgh, including a 
development labelled as “Norton”, but he had no information beyond that. He will inform RADCC if he 
meets with them. 
Cllr Work 
Some trees had been cut down at Ratho Station, contrary to a tree preservation order, but it was 
stopped following complaints. 
There have been some problems with antisocial behaviour in Ratho Station, mentioned on 
Facebook, but not reported to police or to councillors. Cllr Work had not been informed, but would 
look out for any such reports.
Cllr Henderson
Had committed to following up on library provision, but noted that Cllr Webber had already provided 
an update. He agreed that it was not known whether a semi-permanent solution, or a large 
temporary unit or smaller visiting van was envisaged, and encouraged all options to be outlined.  
The Wave Garden developer had been in touch with a video update, they are looking at starting 
construction in the new year. It was pointed out that they do not yet have planning permission.
Cllr Bruce
Each time he has requested an update on the lights at Dalmahoy junction, he is told the process is 
“nearing completion”. Land acquisition cannot be finalised until the design work is complete, and he 
understood final 3-D designs would be sent to drainage for their input the following day.
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Action

6 Chair's report
Remembrance Day wreaths were given to the Scouts to lay in Ratho. At Hillwood, where the 
memorial is within the school grounds, we gave the Head Teacher two wreaths, one from RADCC 
and one for the schoolchildren to place. The Head was delighted with this arrangement.
All other matters covered elsewhere.

7 Treasurer's report
Confirmation of receipt of our cheque had been received from the Information Commissioner, 
although the cheque has not yet been cashed. 

8 Secretary's report
Several people have asked about where to acquire hearing aid batteries, now that they cannot get 
them from the library. Residents should phone Audiology at Lauriston Place on 0131 536 1637, or 
email audiology@nhslothian.scot.nhs.uk. This has been posted on the village noticeboard as well 
as sharing it extensively on Facebook. Cllr Henderson will investigate what provisions have been 
made elsewhere.
All other matters covered elsewhere.

RH

9 Planning

9.1 Hatton Mains
The developer wishes to make a presentation to RADCC. After some discussion, it was agreed to 
accept this offer, as an opportunity to have a clearer view of what they are proposing, but stressing to 
them that we would make no comment either for or against. 

9.2 Kirklands House and East Lodge
Due to concerns about traffic and the dangerous nature of the access road, an objection was lodged. 
Additionally, access to the holiday accommodation/chalet is from Hermiston House Road, again very 
narrow and dangerous, so an objection was also lodged on that basis.

  

9.3 Bonnington Grain Store
As outlined at the last meeting, this application was for change of use to a recycling centre but did 
not define what was to be recycled. An objection was lodged on the basis that the application could 
not be properly considered without that information. There were 32 objections from residents, so it 
will have to go to committee.

10 Transport/Roads
RADCC was approached by a student doing a dissertation on bus services in rural communities in 
west Edinburgh. He has completed the first part of this and will be sending out a questionnaire. 
Ratho Living Streets contacted Heriot Watt to see if any student wished to do a dissertation study 
with suggestions that could benefit the village by improving safety for pedestrians. A group of Civil 
Engineering students recently assessed all aspects of pedestrian and road safety and will present 
their findings to Living Streets prior to publishing their report. We are invited to attend the 
presentation, D Hunter and possibly P Taylor willing to attend. DH/PT

11 Education/Library
The library has now been almost cleared prior to an asbestos survey and demolition. Staff will be 
finishing this week and they, and the service they provide, will be greatly missed by residents of all 
ages. The library has not only been a place to borrow books, but a meeting place for many groups 
run by library staff. The nearest open library, Kirkliston, is two unconnected bus journeys away. 
Library facilities were promised as a replacement when the demolition was proposed at the 
beginning of the year but no proposals have been forthcoming. It is clear that library facilities will be 
needed for at least 18 months. The Chair had been contacted to suggest suitable sites.

  

JW
12 EACC

The EACC AGM will be held on Thursday 19th November 2020.  
A meeting is being held on 10th December regarding Open Spaces. There is a suggestion that some 
parks in our area may be used for parts of the Festival, most likely the Flyover Park at Ratho Station.
There will be open meetings every month for the first few months of the new year about how to deal 
with various issues coming out of lockdown, which anyone can attend if interested.

13
13.1

Airport
Edinburgh Airport Consultative Committee
The Chief Executive's report for quarter 3 showed a huge drop in passenger numbers and traffic, 
although cargo and mail traffic was only slightly reduced. Fewer passengers are using public 
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Action

13.2

transport to and from the airport; several services are still suspended but there is also a wariness 
about public transport in the current circumstances. Capital projects presently under way will be 
completed but no new projects are planned at present.
The new terminal is opening this month and new charges for drop off / pick up were mentioned. It is 
hoped to have some subsidy for residents in neighbouring areas, but this has not yet been finalised.
Long Stay car parks have been utilised for Covid testing and drive-in movies, and there will be a 
Horrible Histories Christmas pantomime.
Members have been asked to contribute to the feedback on the review of ICCAN (Independent 
Commission on Civil Aviation Noise).
Edinburgh Airport Noise Advisory Board (EANAB – www.eanab.org.uk)
EANAB met as normal at the beginning of the month. Circumstances have made it difficult to hold 
meetings and progress work started at the beginning of the year, but there has been some fruition in 
the continuation of aircraft profiles and the associated impact on noise contours. Serious ongoing 
work has been done on vertical profiles, and the realisation that the height of aircraft can have a 
major impact on local communities. An outside agency was brought into carry out some of this work, 
and a full report is expected early in the new year.
The Airspace Change Programme that was started last year was effectively suspended in March. 
However, the Airport and other agencies such as the CAA are starting to look at a tentative 
programme for picking it up again. A fundamental issue is that the ACP had at the start a Statement 
of Need from Edinburgh Airport, and EANAB feels strongly that that Statement needs to be revisited 
given that there will be a long-term impact on business from the pandemic.
As previously reported, the Airport instigated a review into EANAB and its effectiveness. The Review 
Panel is very close to agreeing questionnaires; these will be two forms, each aimed at a different 
audience. One set is people who are well-informed and understand various technical aspects of the 
issues, the other is for more general consultees who may be aware of EANAB but may not have 
specific technical knowledge. The original programme started in spring and it was hoped it would 
have gone out for consultation in September. However, it will now not be ready till the end of this 
month at the earliest, at which point it is too close to Christmas so will be delayed until the new year. 
Once questionnaires have been circulated, the Review Panel will analyse the results and make 
recommendations as to how to move forward.

14 Communications
Since October, there have been: Tweets & retweets - 8; New followers - 8; CC updates via the 
Google group – 3; Facebook - 25 direct posts, and numerous responses to other posts.
Our website provider is closing his business at the end of the year. He has suggested an alternative 
service provider based in Dalmeny. A paper was circulated prior to the meeting outlining the 
proposed charges for transfer and hosting of our website, including provision of a SSL certificate. 
The total for this year would be £205 + VAT, and annual hosting would then be £80 + VAT. Any 
additional work on the website would be charged at an hourly or daily rate. Following discussion, it 
was agreed that R Godfree would discuss requirements with K Watt and investigate one or two other 
possible options. If no alternative is found by the end of the week then this option will be taken up. RG/KW

15 AOCB
There are two ongoing consultations that all may wish to contribute to: Budget, and Open Spaces.
Online events are being held by the EIJB (Edinburgh Integration Joint Board) on Tuesday 17 th and 
Thursday 19th November, to start a conversation with Edinburgh residents about the future of joint 
health & social care services. Cllr Henderson to send details for adaptation/ posting on Facebook.  
 A further meeting with the EACC on building engagement with Community Councils will take place 
on 26th Nov, 3.00-4.00pm.
The Secretary of EACC is offering Zoom training to support Community Council meetings. Anyone 
interested should contact the Chair.

RH/KW

16 Dates of future meetings – 2020 & 2021
Unless otherwise indicated, all RADCC meetings take place on the 3rd Monday of each month, in 
Ratho Community Centre or online via MS Teams, and start at 7.15pm.
21 December
2021
18 January 19 April 19 July 18 October
15 February 17 May 16 August 15 November
15 March 21 June 20 September 20 December
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