
Approved minutes December 2020 Ratho & District Community Council

Minutes of meeting of the RADCC held on Monday 21 December 2020 at 7.15pm, online via MS Teams 

Present: J Wightman (Chair), K Watt, R Godfree, E Gray, P Taylor, D Hunter
In attendance: Cllrs N Work, R Henderson, G Bruce
Apologies: J Couper, Cllrs L Young, S Webber, G Hutchison

Action

1 Welcome
All were welcomed to the meeting. There did not appear to be problems with access to MS Teams.

2 Apologies
As above.

3 Minutes of previous meeting
Minutes of meeting of 16 November 2020 were approved.
Proposed: R Godfree Seconded: E Gray

4 Police report
There was no police presence and no reports were submitted.

5
5.1

Elected members' reports
Cllr Work – With regard to the Taylor Wimpey development at Ratho Station, he was very pleased 
that the Planning Committee had listened to residents' concerns regarding access via Hillwood Drive. 
He understood traffic lights and/or a crossing will be provided on the A8. Taylor Wimpey are also 
pushing for a further area to be included in the Local Plan, on the south side of the A8, up to 
Gogarstone Road. They have not yet contacted RADCC but we would be happy if they would. Cllr 
Work will forward the email regarding their presentation to the Chair. (Done before end of meeting.) NW

5.2 Cllr Webber – Noted correspondence on Facebook re drivers going the wrong way round the 
dumbbells roundabout coming out of the airport, most likely foreign drivers having just picked up hire 
cars. The lines need re-marking. The fact that there is currently so little traffic, and therefore few cars 
to follow, may also have contributed. Cllr Webber is following up revised line marking with officers. SW

5.3 Cllr Henderson – Had nothing local to bring to the meeting's attention.

5.4 Cllr Bruce – Had submitted a written report on Dalmahoy Junction, outlining that CEC designers had 
confirmed that drainage design is still ongoing. Once it is complete, some minor work will be needed 
to integrate it with the overall design. When that is completed, the necessary land will be purchased 
– land acquisition cannot be done until then as the landowner wishes only to sell the absolute 
minimum amount of land needed. After joining the meeting, Cllr Bruce reported that he had received 
a further update that day, saying that the consultant undertaking the drainage design expects to be 
finished by the end of January.

6 Chair's report
All matters covered elsewhere.

7 Treasurer's report
There has been no activity, other than 4p interest paid into the account.

8 Secretary's report
There has been much activity this month in connection with overflowing and blocked gullies, advising 
residents how to report, and following up with CEC and councillors. Cllr Gardiner got speedy 
responses from the Gullies Team.  
Correspondence was received from a driver who was concerned about a pedestrian walking along 
Freelands Road in the dark, without any reflective clothing. Advice on this was highlighted on our 
usual channels, and the Police were also asked to emphasise this as a problem on unlit rural roads 
on their social media channels. 
The website transfer to the new IT provider seems to have gone smoothly, but software updates will 
be required to make the site more secure from hacking. Previously software had not been updated 
for a considerable time. The transfer of mailboxes is in progress; previous emails cannot be 
transferred, but that should not be a problem. As the work is ongoing, final cost is not yet available.

9 Planning

9.1 Hatton Village 
The developer has not yet come back to us regarding a presentation. They have sent 3 newsletters, 
the second of which makes several comments about suggested “benefits for Ratho”, including 
“easing pressure on the Lanark Road corridor”, which are somewhat questionable. Watching brief.

JW

www.radcc.org and www.twitter.com/radcc 1

http://www.twitter.com/radcc
http://www.radcc.org/


Approved minutes December 2020 Ratho & District Community Council

Action

9.2 Crosswinds
The application for outline planning permission is going to Planning Committee on 16 January (now 
deferred). The Chair approved of the development in general terms, and appreciated that it is 
intended to be a low-car scheme, but there will still be a certain amount of traffic and she felt duty-
bound to object unless steps of some kind are taken to upgrade the Gogar roundabout before the 
development goes ahead. It was not clear what the thinking is concerning this development and also 
the new access road to the airport, if it goes ahead. Gogar roundabout could become a major point 
of congestion. 

  

9.3 RC Chapel
A planning application has been made for a sculpture workshop, with parking at the rear, and a 
maximum of eight people working there. Neighbours seem to be supportive. It is not clear if access 
along the west side is wide enough for vehicles, or if it is to be widened, this will be looked at. This 
would seem to be a good use for a building that might otherwise be difficult to re-purpose.

RG

9.4 City Plan
The Plan is due to come out in February, when there will be 6 weeks for comments to be submitted.

10
10.1

10.2

Transport/Roads
Living Streets Project
Two CC members attended the Zoom feedback on the student project that had been expected to 
suggest alternatives for bus services. The students reported that the project was devised to examine 
the practicalities of siting a low carbon development in Ratho. Part of a low carbon initiative would be 
to minimise the use of private cars but the team had no substantive suggestions for improving public 
transport. They had looked at the proposals for walking in the village by Living Streets Ratho and had 
considered the usual measures including chicanes and road narrowing (though they had not 
considered the need to accommodate farm vehicles), parking restrictions and traffic lights at the 
junction of Dalmahoy Road and Main Street. 
As part of the open discussion that followed, Ratho residents pointed out a number of issues that 
should be considered. The project group viewed the cement works as a favourable site for low 
carbon housing development. It was also suggested that they consider utilising the field to the south 
of that site perhaps incorporating allotments. However, they had not considered that the dangerous 
Baird Road/Harvest Road north of the site would have to be used by pedestrians wishing to access 
public transport on the A8. Their professor suggested they engage with residents to find out more 
about the issues. While the session was interesting it was not felt particularly relevant.
A8 bus lane 
This was mentioned in Sept/Oct, and has since been taken up by Cllr Young. It had been proposed 
as a “temporary” measure, but “temporary” was not defined. In fact, it would be for 18 months. If it 
was felt helpful, there would be consultation about making it a permanent measure. Ratho Station 
residents are concerned about the possible exhaust pollution in the inevitable increase in traffic 
queues that will be generated, and are particularly upset that they found out about it through a 
Liberal Party newsletter rather than from CEC. JW

11 Education/Library
We have been advised by Hanna McKinchie, Acting Lifelong Services Manager that a mobile library 
will be coming to Ratho four times a week, for 3-4 hours each time, depending on staff availability. 
The timetable is currently being finalised and we will be informed asap. The most suitable space is 
likely to be the car park behind Lumsden Court, at the top of Hillview Cottages. Staff are working to 
ensure everything is in place, and it is hoped that all will be ready to start the service in January.
The lack of signage/road markings at the North Street school exit was raised at our October meeting, 
with no action as yet. Cllr Webber has taken the matter up with officers.

 

SW 

12 EACC
There had been a meeting with the Edinburgh Joint Integration Board (EIJB), attended by Cllr 
Henderson, which he felt had been helpful. The EIJB had recognised that they need better public 
engagement, to help people understand how it will work. They will now start to engage with EACC as 
they recognise that CCs are an important conduit in communicating with the public. These are first 
steps only, and Cllr Henderson hoped they would develop into a healthy conversation about health 
and social care.
The Chair noted that Neighbourhood Partnerships and Localities had been replaced by 
Neighbourhood Networks. There is some concern about how they are working, they do not seem to 
have met. Paul Lawrence has undertaken to review them and make them more “user-friendly”. At the 
moment, there are Strategic Community Planning Partnerships, but these have very little community 
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representation on them. Added to the fact that familiar contacts within the CEC have been moved on, 
it felt very difficult to speak to anyone with influence or to get anything done. 

13
13.1

Airport
Edinburgh Airport Consultative Committee
The events mentioned last month have not been permitted to go ahead due to Covid.
EACC has submitted comments on the ICANN survey on the future of aviation noise. They accepted 
that ICANN should be a statutory consultee but made the point that it should take account of Scottish 
regulations, and also contribute to Local Development Plans. 
The Government has a review on Union Connectivity and EACC were asked for opinions on this 
rather late in the timescale, but are making the point that Scotland has a large land mass, some 
difficult topography for land transport and includes many islands. 

13.2 Edinburgh Airport Noise Advisory Board (EANAB – www.eanab.org.uk)
Edinburgh Airport have offered to provide a Minute Secretary and, after some debate, that offer was 
accepted and will be in place from January.
EANAB has been trying to compile a structured programme for the next year. A notice was placed on 
the village Facebook page asking for suggestions for what residents think should be considered, and 
these will be collated with responses from any other CCs that have done the same. No responses 
received so far.
The Review Panel has now finalised a list of questions for a questionnaire. The stakeholder list to 
whom it will be circulated is very wide and includes CCs across Lothians and Fife, councillors, MSPs, 
MPs, other organisations and schools, and is comprised to a large extent of the airport's own 
database. The Co-Chairs of the Panel will shortly send out an email informing all stakeholders about 
the plans for the questionnaire. 

14 Communications
Since November, there have been:
Tweets & retweets – 22
New followers – 0
CC updates via the Google group – 5
Facebook – 43 direct posts, and numerous responses to other posts
Interactions with website – 57

15 AOCB
Scottish Canals seem to have a fairly healthy capital budget. It was suggested that the area at the 
bottom of the steps going down onto the towpath on the north side of the bridge could do with being 
tarmacked, especially to the left, as it does not immediately join with the path. 
A white car, abandoned on Wilkieston Road at the corner of Hallcroft, was reported to police 8 weeks 
ago but has still not been removed. Details to be passed to Cllr Bruce who will follow up with police. RG/GB

16 Dates of future meetings – 2021
Unless otherwise indicated, all RADCC meetings take place on the 3rd Monday of each month, in 
Ratho Community Centre or online via MS Teams, and start at 7.15pm.
18 January 19 April 19 July 18 October
15 February 17 May 16 August 15 November
15 March 21 June 20 September 20 December
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