
Approved minutes January 2021 Ratho & District Community Council

Minutes of meeting of the RADCC held on Monday 18 January 2021 at 7.15pm, online via MS Teams 

Present: J Wightman (Chair), K Watt, R Godfree, E Gray, D Hunter, P Taylor
In attendance: Cllrs G Hutchison, N Work, G Bruce, N Gardner, S Webber
Apologies: Cllrs L Young, R Henderson

Action

1 Welcome
All were welcomed to the first meeting of 2021, which the Chair hoped would be a better year than 
last.

2 Apologies
As above.

3 Minutes of previous meeting
Minutes of meeting of 21 December 2020 were approved with the following amendments:
(i) Add J Couper to apologies;
(ii) Minute 13.2, delete final sentence. Amend second-last sentence to read “The stakeholder list 

to whom it will be circulated is very wide and includes CCs across Lothians and Fife, 
councillors, MSPs, MPs, other organisations and schools, and is comprised to a large extent 
of the airport's own database.”;

(iii) Minute 5.1, third sentence, amend to read “... on the south side of the A8, up to Gogarstone 
Road.”

Proposed: D Hunter Seconded: K Watt

4 Police report
There was no police presence and no reports were submitted.

5
5.1

Elected members' reports
Cllr Henderson – Nothing to report that would not be covered by other councillors.

5.2 Cllr Hutchison – There had been issues in the last few weeks around gritting, or lack thereof. There 
have been staffing issues due to Covid, so the full gritting programme could not be sustained, and 
the main focus has been primary routes. There were also reports of grit bins not having been filled. 
The Council invested in a number of mini-gritters last year, but did not have sufficient drivers so few 
pavements were gritted.

5.3 Cllr Bruce – There are now a couple of different proposals on the table for the traffic lights at 
Dalmahoy, Andrew Easson and a colleague wish to meet with RADCC to discuss further. The 
primary decision is whether it should be a part- or fully-pedestrianised junction. It was confirmed we 
have already been in touch and that they will come to our next meeting on 15 February, when the 
first thirty minutes of the meeting from 7.15pm will be devoted to the subject.
Cllr Bruce added that with regard to new housing developments, until the developer hands it over to 
the Council to adopt, road gritting is the responsibility of neither the Council nor the developer. 
However, developers are responsible for providing and topping up grit bins.

5.4 Cllr Work – Visited Ratho Station as a result of the complaints about gritting and empty grit bins, and 
found two of the four bins were empty. He explained to residents about priorities, with bus routes the 
first priority. Other routes were done and bins filled when possible, but with staff shortages it was 
more difficult than usual. His visit had been appreciated by residents.

5.5 Cllr Gardiner – Just before Christmas he had worked with K Watt regarding problems with gullies in 
West Croft and North Street, provision of old plans by Kate was very helpful. 
He reiterated the need for the community's views to be heard regarding the options for traffic lights at 
Dalmahoy, and was pleased a meeting had been arranged.  
As noted at the previous meeting, the Taylor Wimpey development at Ratho Station had received 
consent, with emergency road access only via Hillwood Drive. Vehicular access would be via the A8, 
and there will be a walking route to the school. Another scheme which received planning consent 
was at West Croft, it was a much smaller scheme than the original and in keeping with surrounding 
buildings, and there would be much less impact on West Croft in terms of traffic.
He had spoken to the Transport Convenor, and the committee will be looking at all aspects of gritting 
in future to see if anything more constructive can be done. It was difficult to understand some of the 
gritting routes, but it was pointed out that school bus routes as well as public service bus routes were 
prioritised. J Wightman to email any detailed concerns to Cllr Gardiner for investigation.

JW/NG

5.6 Cllr Webber – Nothing  to report that would not be covered by other councillors.
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Action

6 Chair's report
All matters covered elsewhere.

7 Treasurer's report
An invoice has been received from Smash Digital, who have taken over the running of the website. 
The total is £205, comprising: annual hosting £80; new SSL certificate £60; domain transfer fee £25; 
and website transfer £40. Payment approved by show of hands. RG

8 Secretary's report
A quiet month, apart from gritting issues, and liaising with police about an abandoned vehicle in the 
Wilkieston Road car park, first reported in summer but no action taken.
The website transfer has been completed and all seems to be working well. However, it has been 
flagged up that more work will be needed because the software on which the website is based is now 
out of date. This will probably cost another £45 or thereabouts.

9 Planning

9.1 Dalmahoy junction
See 5.3

9.2 Use of name “Bonnington”
One of the pre-existing roads near the east boundary of the Calderwood development has been 
realigned and signed “West Bonnington Road”. A letter was sent to the Head of Planning at West 
Lothian Council pointing out that there are a number of streets/areas with the name Bonnington, 
including Bonnington village, the cottage called West Bonnington and addresses in Wilkieston 
already causing confusion with Bonnington near Leith. The letter has been received and passed on 
to another official who deals with road naming issues, but no response has yet been received. 

 

RG 
9.3 City Plan 

The Plan is due to come out mid- to end February. There may be delays due to Covid and staff 
issues, also potential issues with statutory consultees, but Cllr Gardiner will keep us informed. NG

9.4 RC Chapel
As agreed at the last meeting, vehicle access to the parking area at the rear was checked and it 
appears that a new access is to be created. 

10 Transport/Roads
A8 bus lane
Several questions had been asked regarding the proposal for a temporary bus lane on the A8 
westbound. Firstly, what “temporary” implied; the reply was that it is not defined. Secondly, would 
other measures be put in place to stop “rat running” through Ratho. The difficulty here is that the turn-
off is in Almond, although Ratho is in Pentland. It was suggested the Chair email councillors for both 
to highlight the problem. Thirdly, what measures would be taken to ensure airport traffic reaches its 
destination without being caught in traffic at the dumbbells roundabout. It was pointed out that the 
Council itself identified a solution to this last problem in 2019, when a set of drawings was prepared 
showing hatching at the foot of the off-ramp, across both lanes, to let airport-bound traffic get 
through. The situation will undoubtedly be worse if the A8 is reduced to just one lane. An email to be 
prepared for all our councillors highlighting the 3 sets of problems: repainting lines and signage to 
stop cars going the wrong way round the roundabout; hatching; and rat run issues. JW

11 Education/Library
A response re siting of the mobile library is still awaited, but in the meantime libraries have again 
been closed due to lockdown. 

JW   

12 EACC
Almond community councils had written to CEC about engagement with the council although 
representation in the strategic reviews was the focus of the Council, Paul Lawrence has in hand and 
should be responding by the end of January. 
EACC are holding a meeting on 18 February to discuss how local retail can be revitalised to mitigate 
the effects of the pandemic and provide an economic boost for Edinburgh. Corstorphine have been 
taking steps such as reinvigorating the Local Traders' Association etc. A few years ago, Annette 
Wilson tried to get local traders in the Ratho together to support each other, and this may be taken 
forward again in the next few months. P Taylor may be interested in being involved.
Kirknewton CC is trying to enhance its connections with neighbouring CCs, and are now getting 
Edinburgh planning lists. Regular exchange of CC minutes had been suggested.

PT

KW
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Action

13
13.1

Airport
Edinburgh Airport Consultative Committee
The next meeting is in February. The committee is seeking a new member to represent frequent 
flyers, Kate Watt is on the interview panel. 

13.2 Edinburgh Airport Noise Advisory Board (EANAB – www.eanab.org.uk)
As noted previously they are in the process of setting up a more formal yearly programme. A sub-
group is trying to identify a list of objectives for the 12 months, with a schedule of targets, to provide 
a measurable programme.
It was stated at the last meeting that the Airport had agreed to offer the services of a Minute 
Secretary, but unfortunately the candidates who would have done so are now furloughed and 
therefore not available.
The review panel have compiled a list of questions. The stakeholder list exceeds 500; an email was 
sent to them all before Christmas to notify them that a consultation was going to be carried out. The 
panel are on track to sign off the questionnaires and other documents at the next meeting. The 
consultation invitations will go out by the end of the month, with a 2-month response time, ie end of 
March.

14 Communications
Since December, there have been:
Tweets & retweets – 14
New followers – 2
CC updates via the Google group – 3
Facebook –  9 direct posts, and numerous responses to other posts
Interactions with website – 56 users on 70 occasions

15 AOCB
21 Dec meeting, minute 15 regarding tarmacking the area at the foot of the steps from the bridge to 
the canal – P Taylor will take this forward with Scottish Canals. 
With regard to Living Landscapes, discussed at the last meeting, REG had suggested that Old 
Norton Quarry might be a suitable candidate, and this will be suggested by the Community Council.
Planning conventions
It was suggested that it may be helpful to capture and itemise the currently unwritten conventions 
that RADCC applies in considering all planning matters, and the following were agreed:
1 We support the Greenbelt and Countryside Policy Area.
2 We do not object to domestic applications unless asked to do so by other members of the 

Community.
3 We will raise the problems with Piggery Bends and the narrow roads north, south and east of 

Ratho in connection with any proposed development that highlights Ratho's proximity to the 
A8 or A71.

When relevant,
4 We will object to applications which impact on Gogar roundabout by adding traffic.
5 We will object to developments in West Lothian that will impact on the A71.

PT

KW

16 Dates of future meetings – 2021
Unless otherwise indicated, all RADCC meetings take place on the 3rd Monday of each month, in 
Ratho Community Centre or online via MS Teams, and start at 7.15pm.

19 April 19 July 18 October
15 February 17 May 16 August 15 November
15 March 21 June 20 September 20 December
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