
Approved minutes February 2021 Ratho & District Community Council

Minutes of meeting of the RADCC held on Monday 15 February 2021 at 7.15pm, online via MS Teams 

Present: J Wightman (Chair), K Watt, R Godfree, E Gray, D Hunter, J Couper, S Bisset, P Taylor
In attendance: A Easson (CEC), S Monteith-Skelton (CEC), Cllrs G Bruce, R Henderson, G Hutchison, 

S Webber, N Gardiner,  B Bright (resident), M Robson (resident)
Apologies: Cllr N Work

Action
1 Welcome

All were welcomed to the meeting, particularly Andrew Easson (AE) and Stacey Monteith-Skelton 
(SMS) from CEC Road Safety/Active Travel, attending to give an update on the status of the 
A71/Dalmahoy Road junction.

2 Dalmahoy junction 
AE thanked RADCC for the opportunity to present an update. Firstly, he outlined the timeline of the 
project since inception in 2014, following a petition requesting installation of traffic signals to reduce 
the danger to pedestrians crossing the A71 at the junction. 
March 2015 – three options were considered: pedestrian refuge island; signalised pedestrian 
crossing; and fully signalised junction. It was agreed to proceed with the latter, estimated cost £430k, 
although no funding was in place at that time. 
August 2016 – update provided; partial funding was secured but still a significant shortfall. Interim 
safety scheme approved, involving vehicle activated “staggered junction ahead” signage. 
March 2017 – committee approved funding package for updated cost estimate of £455k.
April 2017 – interim safety scheme implemented.
February 2018 – speed limit on this section of A71 reduced to 40mph.
2018 - 2020 – design, traffic modelling and costing of different junction layouts to identify a solution 
that will not cause excessive traffic congestion while still being affordable.
November 2020 – detailed design of preferred layout complete, cost estimate £1.05m; work started 
on development of alternative option that can be delivered within approved funding package.
January 2021 – design of new drainage for preferred layout complete.
February 2021 – preliminary design for alternative option complete.
Traffic modelling of the original design indicated there would be significant traffic delays on the A71 
especially at peak periods. A new layout was modelled, estimated at £1.2m, three times the original 
budget. Over the last year they have tried to come up with a layout that works, won't cause delays 
but is more affordable. At £1.05m, it has been “engineered down” as far as possible, but is still 
clearly above the allocated budget. In the last few months they have tried to find an option that is not 
fully signalised for the cost of the funding available. It is still at preliminary design stage, but is much 
less complicated than a fully signalised junction. The aim is to present these two options to the 
committee in June and ask them to make the decision on how to proceed. A preliminary cost 
estimate for the alternative layout is £800k. 
Information was provided on the sources of the approved funding package, which is by no means all 
from Road Safety. Collision data was also presented which suggested that the number of accidents 
and casualties have dropped since the change in speed limit in 2018, although it was later pointed 
out that the comparison was not “like for like” as they covered different time periods and a substantial 
portion of the most recent data was during lockdown when traffic was significantly reduced.
Both options were presented and considered in more detail. For the fully signalised scheme, right 
turn reserves are needed in both directions, meaning significant widening of the A71. Bus stops (with 
shelters) on both sides would be moved into laybys. The alternative would be a signalised pedestrian 
crossing, with no widening of the A71, and bus stops would not be in laybys, although the road 
outside the hotel would be realigned to create room for bus stop and shelter on that side also. Signs 
at the junction would change from “give way” to “stop”, and there would be a boxed junction on the 
A71. For both schemes, it is proposed to further drop the speed limit to 30mph over the same length 
of the A71 as the current 40mph limit. Rumble strips and signage should encourage traffic to slow. 
AE confirmed that around £45k has been spent already, most of which would have been expended 
whichever option is chosen. Following some discussion AE and SMS were thanked for their input. 
RADCC will seek residents' views and have further discussions as to the preferred option and will 
inform AE and councillors of the outcomes. Residents in attendance at the meeting should submit 
comments in writing. ALL/JW

3 Apologies
As above.

4 Minutes of previous meeting
Minutes of meeting of 18 January 2021 were approved. 
Proposed: K Watt Seconded: R Godfree
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Action
5 Elected members' reports

All the councillors present were pleased that the presentation regarding Dalmahoy junction had taken 
place, and looked forward to hearing the CC's and the community's views for the June T & E 
meeting.

5.1 Cllr Webber – A quiet period, other than emails about the state of the road and lack of gritting. These 
concerns are not unique to Ratho, and the Council is doing what they can with a limited budget and 
stretched resources. 

5.2 Cllr Bruce – Also quiet. He had recently been contacted by a resident with concerns that Craigpark 
swing park needed some attention. Craig Dunlop voluntarily cuts the grass, but it is understood that 
the Friends of Craigpark is no longer in existence, and there are therefore no funds to support 
anything further. 

5.3 Cllr Henderson – Nothing in particular to report. 

5.4 Cllr Hutchison – One of the major current concerns is the state of the A89 and Newbridge 
roundabout, as the Council is paying out large amounts in compensation for damaged wheels. Both 
will be resurfaced by the end of March. Residents will be reminded in the week preceding the works. KW

5.5 Cllr Gardiner – Although he could not comment on them individually, the proposals for Hatton, 
Gogar, Crosswinds etc are all interlinked and in a sense needed to be considered together.
There had been a major IT hack at SEPA that has caused delay to the City Plan among other things.
The Hatton proposal will be considered on its merits, but he reiterated the Council's policy to 
generally opt for brownfield sites first. The Scottish Government has recently changed the rules 
regarding “sustainable development” which basically helps to protect the green belt.

6 Chair's report
Police have advised that they will no longer attend Community Council meetings in the South West, 
although it is believed that they are doing so in North West. To replace that, they intend to send out a 
monthly newsletter, but it will go to a much wider audience than just CCs, crime prevention will be the 
main theme. The loss of a police presence with whom a relationship could be formed is regretted.

7 Treasurer's report
The bill of £250 for website development and maintenance has been paid and received. 
It was again pointed out that £2,621 is still being held, and a decision on what to do with it should be 
made. The Chair will mention it again at a South West meeting. JW

8 Secretary's report
There have been a lot of problems with ice and lack of gritting. Black ice on the slip road at the 
dumbbells roundabout was reported at end January. Water running across the carriageway had been 
reported earlier to no effect, so Scottish Water were contacted to ascertain if there might be a leaking 
pipe. Scottish Water and Roads, with intervention from Cllr Hutchison, sorted it out quickly. 
Have had to request refill of grit bins as pavements were covered in hard-packed ice and snow. Side 
roads were gritted on 13 February.
The Seagull Trust has been in touch with the idea of having the canal bridge – officially Bridge 15 – 
renamed Rusack Bridge, in view of the huge contribution the late Ronnie Rusack made to the 
Seagull Trust, the village, and the re-opening of the canal and the Millennium Link. This is supported 
by Cllr Corbett (CEC Canal Champion), and Scottish Canals are not averse but would like the 
support of the Community Council. Agreed to support in principle. KW

9 Planning
9.1 Training: Framework  4 Communities – 2 members attended this training session. Among items 

discussed were the idea of “20 minute communities”, the essence of which is that new developments 
should be on the basis that within 20 minutes' walk of their home, residents should be able to take 
children to school, visit a chemist, pop into a network hub and do some shopping. 

9.2 Hatton Village – There has been heavy lobbying of all councillors by developers for this proposal.   

9.3 Airport access road – This has gone into outline planning, the deadline for reply is 12 March. The 
whole of the access road is in our area except for Gogar roundabout, but that is the area of greatest 
concern. It will be the same access route for the tram depot and the Crosswinds site. At least one 
member remained to be convinced that having an extra access road on the east side of the airport is 
the right decision; given how congested Gogar roundabout is likely to become, most traffic, certainly 
taxis, would go straight along the A8 and use the current access road. It was strongly felt that Gogar 
roundabout should be improved before the access road is approved.
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9.4 West Edinburgh Spatial Strategy – This was presented to councillors on 15 October and sent to 

RADCC as part of the stakeholder feedback process, for response by 24 February. The aim is to 
“identify mechanisms to maximise inclusive and sustainable growth in West Edinburgh based on 
sound evidence”. Among other things, it suggests Newbridge as a hub for active travel corridors and 
for a mass rapid transit (tram) extension. Further discussion will take place offline.

9.5 Maybury PS and Health Centre consultation – It is presumed this ties in with the West Craigs 
development, and has minimal impact on us. 

10 Transport/Roads
Strategic Transport Projects Review 2 – the deadline for this consultation is 31 March. To be 
considered at next meeting. JW/EG

11 Education/Library
Neither RADCC nor councillors have heard anything further about when work on the new nursery 
and library might start. There has been no further news about the mobile library service.

12 EACC
Nothing to report.

13
13.1

Airport
Edinburgh Airport Consultative Committee
Apart from the figures for passenger numbers – down 91% since the start of the pandemic – the 
most relevant issue discussed was the EANAB consultation. Copies of the questionnaire had been 
circulated. It was stressed that the Panel would like to receive practical ideas and suggestions by the 
end of March; this was not an opportunity for reporting aircraft noise.
It was confirmed that the questionnaire was circulated on 4 February to 500+ addresses. There had 
been some confusion regarding whether they should be sent to Chairs or Secretaries of 
organisations such as CCs, and how to deal with responses. It was agreed the questionnaire could 
be circulated to the wider public to let them respond individually, or officers can gauge the feeling of 
their members/community and respond on their behalf. The link will be placed on Facebook so that 
people can respond if they wish, and RADCC will respond as a CC. It was pointed out that the form 
does not allow for part completion and later finishing, all questions must be answered in one go. It 
was suggested that people read the questions first and prepare their answers offline before inputting. 
The deadline for submission is 31 March 2021.

13.2 Edinburgh Airport Noise Advisory Board (EANAB – www.eanab.org.uk)
There was a meeting recently, but things are generally fairly quiet. The MoD is conducting an 
Airspace Change Programme (ACP) covering a large area of the North Sea adjacent to the entry to 
the Firth of Forth. EANAB have had some meetings and are minded to approach the MoD to see if a 
trade-off with air traffic control in the Firth might be possible to enable EAL to use that route more for 
some flights, where appropriate.

14 Communications
The website transfer was smooth, but many aspects of the web program are out of date. The main 
issue is that it is not secure. Updating the PHP and WP versions, theme and plugins would give more 
protection. The cost should be less than £100. Expenditure agreed.
Since January, there have been:
Tweets & retweets – 9; New followers – 2
CC updates via the Google group – 3
Facebook –  24 direct posts, and numerous responses to other posts; Website – 58 users, 70 visits

KW

15 AOCB
CEC has recently advised that we need to adhere to government advice that we are subject to 
website accessibility regulations under definitions of “bodies governed by public law” and “public 
sector body”. Further investigation will establish exactly what needs to be done, and a plan devised 
to comply. The information from CEC will be forwarded to members for information and volunteers to 
help would be welcomed. E Gray volunteered. Deadline for completion is 23 June 2021. KW/EG

16 Dates of future meetings – 2021
Unless otherwise indicated, all RADCC meetings take place on the 3rd Monday of each month, in 
Ratho Community Centre or online via MS Teams, and start at 7.15pm.
15 March
19 April 19 July 18 October
17 May 16 August 15 November
21 June 20 September 20 December
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