
Approved minutes March 2021 Ratho & District Community Council

Minutes of meeting of the RADCC held on Monday 15 March 2021 at 7.15pm*, online via MS Teams 

Present: J Wightman (Chair), K Watt, R Godfree, E Gray, D Hunter, P Taylor
In attendance: Cllrs N Work, G Bruce, S Webber
Apologies: S Bisset, Cllr G Hutchison

Action
1 Introduction

*The meeting began late due to various problems with Teams software. These will be 
investigated and every effort made to enable smoother access to the next meeting. 
Minutes are not necessarily in the order in which items were discussed but are regularised 
for consistency.

2 Apologies
As above.

3 Minutes of previous meeting
Minutes of meeting of 15 February 2021 were approved.
Proposed: R Godfree Seconded: D Hunter

4 Elected members' reports

4.1 Cllr Webber – There had been a lot of correspondence regarding the Dalmahoy junction, 
as discussed at the previous meeting. It is clear from local knowledge, as well as a 
collection of the vehicle debris in the area of the junction, that there have been many minor 
bumps or near misses, which are not recorded. Residents will continue to be urged to 
direct comments and concerns to RADCC in the first place, via either the Chair or the 
Secretary, so that a case can be built ready for the meeting in June.

4.2 Cllr Bruce – Had received notification that day that, following a large number of 
complaints, the potholes in Freelands Road will be filled in this week.

4.3 Cllr Work – Had requested additional grit bins at Ratho Station, but none have yet 
appeared, although a request to replace an old bin in Hillwood Terrace with a new style 
one has been fulfilled. Some microasphalt surfacing will be carried out in Ratho Station in 
March, but not Hillwood Road at present because there are so many potholes it is 
unsuitable for such treatment and needs a full resurface.

5 Chair's report
All items covered elsewhere 

6 Treasurer's report
An invoice for £90 has been received for additional work on the website, as agreed at the 
previous meeting. Payment was proposed by K Watt, seconded by E Gray, and agreed. 
A cheque for £1,000 was posted to CEC (North West) the previous week; this was 
repayment of a grant for youth project work that did not come to fruition.

7 Secretary's report
There had been significant correspondence about the proposed bus lanes on the A8, and 
about the Dalmahoy junction.
The website was successfully transferred, as previously reported. Several software 
upgrades have since been carried out, with an updated look to the website, but more 
importantly improved accessibility standards have been built in by the upgraded software. 
Checking is ongoing by K Watt and E Gray, as some links are not working and some URLs 
have changed in past months. Any other missing or inoperative links found should be 
reported to K Watt. 
Attended an EACC meeting with Paul Lawrence, who stated he is keen to support 
Community Councils with mutual problems. Advice has been sought regarding the 
Council's recent email to all CCs about the accessibility requirements for CC websites, 
given that it is unlikely that either the skills or finance to implement these requirements will 
be available to many CCs. A response is awaited.
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Action
8 Planning
8.1 Teams session by Planning – K Watt attended this briefing session. Among matters 

highlighted were recent Scottish government changes to planning legislation, including: 
• extensions to permitted development (PD) rights, eg regarding cycle storage;
• telecoms masts can now be higher than previously, and there are increased fines 

for contravention of building regulations;
• the Planning Authority will have the power to designate parts of the city as short-

term let control area, and there will be consultation on this;
• all elected members affected by a major development are to be notified directly 

when an application is submitted;
• the Planning Authority now has greater flexibility in negotiating or amending 

Section 75 legal agreements;
• there are discretionary charges for non-material variations;
• the Planning Authority is required to work towards developing a woodland strategy.

8.2 Training opportunities – Planning Democracy, in conjunction with the OU, is offering free 
training to CC volunteers, as an opportunity to up-skill or re-skill. Information will be 
circulated.

 
JW 

8.3 Crosswind – The developers for this project referred themselves to the Scottish 
Government as they believed CEC would not approve it and it was all taking too long, so 
they have basically bypassed CEC.

8.4 West Craigs – Some members attended a Zoom presentation on this proposed 
development east of the IBG, for a mixture of flats and houses. It was interesting, not least 
to hear an overview of their ideas of what is happening in the local area.

8.5 Airport access road – This proposal was objected to, not because we think there should 
not be a second access road, but because the Gogar roundabout needs substantial 
upgrading first, in order to be resilient and cope with this and other developments in the 
area.

8.6 West Edinburgh Spatial Plan – Our comments were submitted. Anyone interested in 
seeing a copy should ask J Wightman.

ALL

8.7 City Plan 2030 – Will not now be published until August 2021.

8.8 Wavegarden – We were advised that. containers are going onto the site and work is 
expected to start in the summer, after a further Planning Committee meeting. There have 
been allegations of wildlife disturbance, but local police have assured us that all claims 
have been investigated, with on-site visits along with the ecologist, and no crimes have 
been found to have been committed on any occasion.

9 Transport/Roads
The CC's comments on the proposal regarding a (temporary) bus lane on the A8/A89 had 
been submitted that day. The plan is to introduce a bus lane westbound on the A8 from the 
west end of the airport slip road to Newbridge, and also on the eastbound carriageway 
through the underpass at the Gogar Junction. Also included is the introduction of a bus 
lane east bound on the A89, with two traffic lanes, but in fact the road width appears to be 
insufficient to permit each lane to be the minimum width that the Council themselves 
recommend elsewhere. It was noted that a number of years ago, the A89 was a 3-lane 
road and there were many serious accidents.
Additionally, these measures are meant to be temporary to deal with the Covid situation, 
but the need for a bus lane now is much less. It was also commented that once the 
pandemic is over and there is a return to “normal” working, the loss of one lane between 
the airport and Newbridge would cause huge delays. Ratho Station residents are very 
concerned about the pollution caused by traffic tailbacks, negating the supposed 
“environmentally friendly” measure of encouraging people to use buses. The possibility of 
drivers starting to use Ratho as a rat run again was also highlighted. Copy of our 
submission to be sent to Cllr Webber. 

JW
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Action
10 Education/Library

There is a proposed consultation for Maybury PS and a new health centre, which has not 
yet been examined. 
There has been local correspondence about the felling of trees beside the library. Planning 
were questioned about it; they responded that although they are within the Conservation 
Area, removal of 2 trees was approved in the plans. 
Post-meeting note: Planning have since advised that the contractors should ensure that  
they are not disturbing any nesting birds at any time of the year. 

11 EACC
Nothing to report.

12 Communications
Since February, there have been:
Tweets & retweets – 3
CC updates via the Google group – 5
Facebook –  32 direct posts, and numerous responses to other posts
Website – This month's statistics will not be an accurate reflection of usage, due to 
increased activity by the webmaster and CC members carrying out updates as described 
earlier.

13
13.1

13.2

13.3

AOCB
Bonnington – A letter was sent to West Lothian Council in January over the new road in 
the Calderwood development that had been named and signed as West Bonnington Road. 
WLC have considered the matter and the pleasing outcome is that they have agreed to 
change the name to Sandilands Road. 
Bonnington village has the postcode EH27 8BB, which also covers Coxydene in West 
Lothian. There is a move from many Bonnington residents to ask Royal Mail to shift the 
postcode boundary southwards, and allow Bonnington to become part of the EH28 area.
Emergency gas pipe repairs – Cllr Bruce has received notification that emergency gas 
pipe repairs are taking place on the westbound slip road from the airport, so the slip road 
is closed and a diversion is in place taking westbound traffic back via Gogar roundabout. It 
is not known how long the works will be in place. This will impact on the 20 bus route, 
details to be forwarded to First Bus.
Edinburgh Airport Noise Advisory Board (EANAB – www.eanab.org.uk)
The CC's response to the consultation was submitted on 4 March. Individuals are 
reminded that they are welcome to respond to the consultation if they wish to, the deadline 
is the end of March. 
There is concern within EANAB that plans for some potential residential developments are 
being submitted with no consideration to aircraft noise. There is one proposed 
development in the Uphall/Pumpherston area of West Lothian where a noise survey was 
carried out in August 2020 and reported that there was hardly any aviation noise – hardly 
surprising, in the middle of the pandemic when flights were drastically curtailed. Some 
developers are aware of the noise issue and include means to exclude it, but that would 
be ineffective when windows etc are open in summer. The reality is that putting housing 
under flight paths does not make sense. 

KW

ALL

14 Dates of future meetings – 2021
Unless otherwise indicated, all RADCC meetings take place on the 3rd Monday of each 
month, in Ratho Community Centre or online via MS Teams, and start at 7.15pm.
19 April 19 July 18 October
17 May 16 August 15 November
21 June 20 September 20 December
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