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Approved minutes May 2021 Ratho & District Community Council 

 
Minutes of meeting of the RADCC held on Monday 17 May 2021 immediately following the AGM at 7.30pm, 
online via MS Teams 

Present: J Wightman (Chair), K Watt, R Godfree, E Gray, D Hunter, P Taylor, J Couper 
In attendance: Cllrs N Work, G Hutchison, S Webber, G Bruce 
Apologies: S Bisset, Cllr R Henderson 

Action 

1 Introduction 
The Chair welcomed all to the meeting and congratulated Sue Webber on being elected an MSP on 
the Lothian list. Cllr Webber appreciated the congratulations but reminded everyone that she remains 
our local councillor until May 2022, and will continue to work on behalf of RADCC residents. 

2 Apologies 
As above. 

3 Minutes of previous meeting 
Minutes of meeting of 19 April 2021 were approved. 

Proposed: K Watt Seconded: R Godfree 

4 Elected members' reports 

4.1 Cllr Work – Was contacted by a resident living on Glasgow Road, near Norton Park Hotel entrance, 
who had also contacted RADCC. During the bus lane's effective hours, she must cross the bus lane 
to join what can be a very busy single lane of traffic. There is a break in the bus lane at the Norton 
Park entrance, but it clearly does not encompass this other drive. Cllr Work was grateful for 

clarification of location provided and will investigate further. NW 

4.2 Cllr Webber – Was concerned today about graffiti which had again appeared on a local house. 
Police were again involved, and she had been assured it will be removed tomorrow, 18 May. 

She had been trying to get the signage requested put up around the school exit in North Street, but it 
still does not seem to have been done. 

Dalmahoy junction remains on the agenda for the Transport & Environment Committee's June 
meeting. 

4.3 Cllr Hutchison – Most correspondence has been about the bus lane on the A8, to which there 
appeared to be almost universal opposition. 

4.4 Cllr Bruce – Had met with the nearby resident at Dalmahoy junction for an hour, looking at all 
aspects, and learned more about the drainage issues and the extent to which his property has been 
affected. 

4.5 Cllr Henderson – Had exchanged correspondence with a resident regarding traffic speeding along 
Baird Road around the 30mph sign at the entrance to the village. He had passed details on to the 
CEC Road Safety Team, asking them to consider some options for the location. As Cllr Henderson's 
email was received by the Chair just prior to the meeting, further consideration will be given to what, 
if any, action by RADCC is appropriate. Cllr Henderson also passed on a CEC briefing about work 
that is about to start to provide insulation to various private and Council owned houses in Ratho, 
which would help towards tackling climate change and reduce energy bills for families concerned. 

5 Chair's report 
All matters covered elsewhere. 

6 Treasurer's report 
The bill of £77.79 for annual insurance, approved at the previous meeting, had now been paid. There 
had also been an invoice of £40 paid to the Information Commissioner. 

7 Secretary's report 
Communication with the resident on Glasgow Road regarding the bus lane, as in 4.1 above. 

8 Planning 

8.1 City Plan – Estimated date for publication is now August 2021. 

8.2 PAN West Craigs – This additional consultation will be held on 17th June, from 3.00 – 7.00pm. The 
link will be forwarded when received. 

8.3 Drumshoreland – The letter to West Lothian's Head of Planning from EANAB has gone to the Chair 
of EANAB for posting, with approval and support of the Airport. 

9 Transport/Roads 
Dalmahoy junction is due to be discussed at Transport & Environment Committee in June. Following 
Andrew Easson's presentation to RADCC, we sent a list of questions but did not receive all the 
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answers sought. The original petition had requested a fully signalised junction, to make it safer for 
both vehicles and pedestrians, but the signalised pedestrian junction proposed does not address this 
and only data supporting a pedestrian crossing has been collected and offered. 

10 Education/Library 
Driver training took place successfully on 3/4 May, but there has been no indication as yet of the start 
date for the mobile library service. Cllr Webber will follow up again. 

Noted also that nothing, other than removing 2 specified trees, has been done on the nursery/library 
site, no ground work has been done. 

11 EACC 
Almond Neighbourhood Network met the previous week to discuss how things are progressing. It 
was difficult to know how local communities and Community Councils are feeding into the local 
community planning partnerships, and there are concerns. Many CCs feel uninformed and that they 
are not being asked for opinions. 

With regard to Pentland Neighbourhood Network, it was not clear what is happening. 

Councillors confirmed that NEPS money which used to be bid for by CCs for small, discrete projects, 
will no longer be available. 

12 Communications 
Since March, there have been: 
Tweets & retweets – 8; CC updates via the Google group – 3; Facebook – 6 direct posts, and 
numerous responses to other posts; Website – 92 people in 107 sessions (25% of which are 
reported as being from China, strangely). 

The statement of accessibility as outlined at the last meeting has now been posted on the website. 

13 AOCB 

13.1 EACC 
Passenger figures are down 96%. A few airline operators have indicated a desire to add routes, but 
need certainty to be able to schedule flights. The airport (EAL) finds that the Scottish government 
pays little attention to the importance of scheduling international flights, which provide a lot of income 
to the Scottish economy. There is also much concern about the impact of bus lanes on the A8, 
especially during rush hours, and EAL are annoyed that there was no consultation from the Council 
on this. The cost of Covid testing is prohibitive, and the Scottish government is taking no account of 
the loss of inbound travel. A new strategy on sustainability, including a strand for being a “trusted 
neighbour”, is to be launched in the next few weeks. There was an update on the review of EANAB; 
Cllr Lang had had conversations with airport staff and with EANAB, and hoped to report by the 
August meeting. It had been a comprehensive review that had identified many elements that were 
not working for anyone. 

13.2 EANAB 
The analysis of the review mentioned above had come to a virtual halt due to software problems. 
Consultation finished at end March, and it had been anticipated that results would be available after 
1-2 weeks, to be split amongst various groupings to analyse. The software issues now seem to have 
been overcome and work is progressing, but 4-5 weeks have been lost due to the delay. 

Work continues on identifying mechanisms to mitigate noise, including an ongoing dialogue with EAL 
on further use of the Forth estuary, in conjunction with MoD plans. The Airspace Change Programme 
that was put on ice a year ago is about to come back on stream, but it is not known what is likely to 
happen. 

13.3 Christmas lights funds 
The Treasurer's report to the AGM mentioned that some funds still held were donated by the 
community towards Christmas tree lights. However, subsequently CEC committed to providing a tree 
and lights and it looks as though this will be ongoing. It had been suggested that the Gala Committee 
might do something special at Christmas, as they were unable to hold a Gala Day, and some of the 
balance of the funds raised could possibly be put towards that. To be pursued in a few months. JW 

13.4 Community payback orders 
A survey has been received on community payback orders. However, there was communication with 
them last year, when refurbishment of the installations at the canal bridge was being considered, and 
we were told that a group could not be brought out to work in Ratho as there is no toilet facility (in 
previous years, the toilet at the library had been available). The information will be circulated to 
members, to either complete the survey personally or identify any ideas. 
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13.5  

 
 
 
 

13.6  

 
13.7  

 
 
 
 

13.8  

Meeting venues 
As far as we can establish, CEC is not permitting lets within school buildings. It is understood 
Balerno CHS hopes that may be possible by the autumn term. It is presumed that, as Ratho 
Community Centre is within a school building, RADCC meetings will continue to be held online for 
some time yet. 

Police reports 
There had been no progress on provision of police reports to CC meetings again. 

West Lothian road names 
It was noted that, despite having been told that the road names including “Bonnington” in the new 
development would be changed, the incorrect road signs are still in place. A further email will be sent 
to request that this is actioned quickly, before people move in. Cllr Webber to take this up with the 

Chief Executive, West Lothian Council. 
SW

 
Abandoned car 
A white Mazda has been left in the lay-by on Wilkieston Road at Hallcroft for over a year. Obviously 
abandoned, it has been reported to CEC and the police several times, but it is still there. It is now GB 
definitely not taxed or MOT'd. Cllr Bruce will take this further. 

14 Dates of future meetings – 2021 
Unless otherwise indicated, all RADCC meetings take place on the 3rd Monday of each month, in 
Ratho Community Centre or online via MS Teams, and start at 7.15pm. 
21 June 20 September 20 December 
19 July 18 October 
16 August 15 November 
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