
Approved minutes June 2021 Ratho & District Community Council

Minutes of meeting of the RADCC held on Monday 21 June 2021 at 7.15pm, online via MS Teams 

Present: J Wightman (Chair), K Watt, R Godfree, D Hunter, J Couper, P Taylor
In attendance: J Montgomery, K Gillan, A Kvassnas, Cllrs G Bruce, S Webber, N Gardiner
Apologies: E Gray, K Shaw, S Bissett, Cllrs N Work, G Hutchison, L Young, Henderson

Action
1 Introduction

The Chair welcomed all to the meeting and reminded everyone of the etiquette for CC 
meetings on Teams. It was decided to take the items on Wilkieston Road speeding and 
Dalmahoy Junction prior to other items 

2 Apologies
As above.

3 Wilkieston Road Speeding
J Montgomery, representing Living Streets Ratho, gave a presentation outlining the 
background on the particular problems of speeding in Wilkieston Road and the flawed 
speed trial conducted in October 2019.  This included the fact that at some times in the 
day during the trial traffic crawled in traffic jams due to a diversion on Cliftonhall Road. 
Speeding remains ongoing and remains a concern as the road is wide with open 
countryside to the south.  There is also an apparent increase in rat running.  Amongst 
other points made was the fact that increasing numbers of elderly patients are using the 
bus from the other end of the village to access the Medical Centre, which means trying 
to cross this busy stretch of carriageway.
He requested the Community Council’s support in seeking further action from the CEC 
Roads Team on the grounds of Road Safety.   His recommendations included:
1. Further speed trials – at bus stops, at Tormain Woods entrance. The previous 
analysis was flawed, primarily due to siting more than 500m into village
2. Crossing at bus stops – raised table & demarcation to aid safe crossing, as 
increased pedestrian journeys to Medical Centre
3. Tormain Woods entrance – raised table & demarcation to aid safe crossing, as 
increased family and dog walking activities. Instant permanently sited speed camera, 
both directions as speed in both directions is excessive
5. Improved white-lining & signage as the present signage and lining is ineffective
6. Physical traffic calming measures installed so slower speeds are maintained when 
entering & leaving the village. (An island at the former 30/60 transition, west of 
Hallcroft) provided a useful speed-reduction tool, until it was removed)
Cllr Webber outlined recent discussions with Roads Officers, and the criteria for 
pedestrian crossings.
J Wightman to chase council officers re responsibility for Cala VAS speed sign
Cllr Bruce to speak to Allan Hoad
 It was suggested that chicanes should be considered near the Medical Centre, and 
that any speed survey should be done in school term time.
It was agreed that RADCC should support the request for further action to Allan Hoad

JW
GB

JW
4 Dalmahoy Junction:  A report at the Transport & Environment Committee (TEC) on 17 

June proposed a pedestrian controlled signalised crossing be installed rather than the 
full signalised junction previously agreed.  J Wightman, Chair RADCC, had formally 
spoken to the Committee outlining the history of the junction, the continuing problems 
and the anger within the Community both in Ratho and Dalmahoy that the previous 
agreement had been seemingly dismissed.  A resident of Dalmahoy, representing the 
Residents Association also spoke pointing out the ongoing issues, near misses and 
rear end collisions suffered by vehicles trying to turn from the A71.  These are not 
necessarily reported to Police Scotland so do not appear on accident statistics.  The 
Convenor, now being aware of the concerns of the community, agreed to have the 
report reviewed before the next TEC in September and will visit the site with the vice 
convenor and officers to look at the problems and meet residents.   Cllr Bruce had 
escalated the reports of faulty drainage at the junction which causes flooding on the 
carriageway.
Councillors were thanked for their support.
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Action
5 Minutes of previous meeting

Minutes of meeting of 17 May 2021 were approved.
Proposed:  J Couper Seconded: D Hunter

6 Elected members' reports
6.1 Cllr Bruce – Dalmahoy Junction had taken up a large amount of time and he will 

continue to follow it up.
The abandoned car (item 13.8 May 2021) was still sitting in Wilkieston Road.   Cllr 
Bruce immediately asked Police Scotland and contractor to deal with this. 

6.2 Cllr Gardiner – had been contacted about issues with Dalmahoy Junction.
The Council recognises that Ratho does not have the services to be a “20 minute 
neighbourhood” See https://democracy.edinburgh.gov.uk/documents/s34667/Item
%207.10%20-%2020-Minute%20Neighbourhood%20Strategy%20-%20Living%20Well
%20Locally.pdf 
He had been contacted by developers with a view to having the area between South 
Platt Hill and the M8 included in the new Local Development Plan as a housing area. 
R Godfree pointed out that most of the site fell within the European noise level set at 45 
dB as is the World Health Organisation (WHO) recommendation.  It appears therefore 
that under WHO guidelines residential development within this area is not to be 
recommended. R Godfree to send details of revised noise contour map to Cllr Gardiner

RG

7 Chair's report
No additional items to report

8 Treasurer's report
Nothing to report

9 Secretary's report
Aware of a number of issues reported online and to the Supported Bus Service section 
of CEC

- Reports of the service 20 being late at night, causing passengers to miss 
connections and having to wait for almost an hour at Ratho Station. First Bus 
has been made aware of the issue and other issues and officers from CEC 
Supported Bus Service team have taken the matter up with First Bus as part of 
the contract management meetings.  First Bus to report back on what steps they 
will be taking to address this problem to minimise the risk of any re-occurrence. 
There have also been day time gaps in the service.  

- Circulated information about an online event on the draft 2030 Climate Strategy 
for Edinburgh to members.

- Submitted a Planning Enforcement Enquiry about the dust clouds emanating 
from Bonnington Mains Quarry.  This is being investigated.

- Residents are concerned about the lack of grass cutting particularly round the 
headstones in Ratho Cemetery.  Have taken the matter up with the responsible 
officer.

Attended the Canal Community Action Group via Zoom at the end of May.  Most 
relevant item discussed was again the Bicentenary next year of the opening of the 
canal.     Also to have a flotilla.  I contacted our local branch of the Seagull Trust and 
they seem to be coming on board to join the celebration.   Official scheduled monument 
consent has been given by Historic Environment Scotland to affix plaques designating 
our canal bridge Rusack Bridge.

10 Planning
10.1 City Plan 2030 – on track for publication in the autumn, possibly August 25.
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Action
Planning (continued)

10.2 Wavegarden – Children reported playing at the cliff.   The matter was passed to the 
developer whose agents were dealing urgently.

10.3 PAN West Craigs – held on 17 June.   J Wightman to comment JW

10.4 PAN Gyle Centre – Date and time to be announced

11 Transport/Roads
See items 3 and 4

12 Education/Library
The library van is now on site on the car park at Lumsden Court 4 hours per day, 4 
days per week
Monday, Tuesday 10.30am -2.30pm; Wednesday, Friday 11.30am – 3pm. 
Unfortunately as there appears to be only 1 designated driver it will not attend 28 June 
– 9 July, nor 24 August – 27 August. 
They will be able support readers at these times on the usual phone, email and other 
communications as well as extended loan periods for more than usual books allowed 
on loan.  The team is looking for ways to restart Bookbug sessions.
No progress appears to have been made at the site of the new building.

13 EACC (Edinburgh Association of Community Councils
J Wightman attended Almond Neighbourhood Network, dealing with the neighbourhood 
environment with the priority on social isolation, health and wellbeing. A wellbeing 
subcommittee is being set up and would like a volunteer from Ratho Station/Newbridge
There appears to be no equivalent for Pentland Neighbourhood Network which appears 
to be under the umbrella of the South West Locality Community Planning partnership. 
Unfortunately there are no updates and no community involvement.   Cllr Gardiner to 
enquire and revert to J Wightman

JW

NG/JW

14 Communications
Since May, there have been:
21 Tweets & retweets; 5 CC updates via the Google group; Facebook –  4 direct posts, 
but an increased number of responses to posts and questions from residents; Website 
–  124 people visited the website in May with minutes being accessed 77 times and the 
annual reports page 17 times

15 Edinburgh Airport Noise Advisory Board (EANAB)
The review of EANAB is ongoing with a somewhat protracted analysis of responses by 
the review panel to the survey carried out in March.  Final recommendations are not 
likely to be reached much before the end of the summer. EANAB continues to pursue 
avenues for potential noise reduction focused on a study of alternative departure pro-
files and separately, the potential wider use of air space over the Firth of Forth.
It is noted that the Airspace Change Programme (ACP) which was paused in the spring 
of 2020 has now been re-activated

16 Dates of future meetings – 2021
Unless otherwise indicated, all RADCC meetings take place on the 3rd Monday of each 
month, in Ratho Community Centre or online via MS Teams, and start at 7.15pm.
19 July 20 September 15 November
16 August 18 October 20 December
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