
Approved minutes July 2021 Ratho & District Community Council

Minutes of meeting of the RADCC held on Monday 19 July 2021 at 7.15pm, online via MS Teams 

Present: J Wightman (Chair), K Watt, E Gray, R Godfree, P Taylor, D Hunter
In attendance: Cllr N Gardiner
Apologies: S Bisset, J Couper, Cllr G Hutchison

Action
1 Introduction

All were welcomed to the meeting.
2 Apologies

As above.
3 Minutes of previous meeting

Amended minutes of meeting of 21 June 2021, as circulated, were approved.
Proposed: P Taylor Seconded: R Godfree

3.1 Previous meeting action points
(3) JW to contact CEC officers re responsibility for Cala VAS speed sign – done.
(3) GB to speak to Allan Hoad – not known.
(3) RADCC to support request to Allan Hoad for further action – outstanding.
(6.2) RG to send details re revised noise contour map to NG – done & acknowledged, 
NG will pass on to appropriate person/s.
(10.3) JW to comment on West Craigs PAN – not felt necessary & timed out.
(13) Volunteer from Ratho Station/Newbridge sought for wellbeing subcommittee – a 
member of the PPG is scoping this out.
(13) NG to investigate re Pentland Neighbourhood Network and revert to JW – 
outstanding.

GB
JW

NG
4 Elected members' reports
4.1 Cllr Gardiner – Various points made and incorporated elsewhere in the minutes.

5 Chair's report
All matters covered elsewhere.

6 Treasurer's report
Email received stating that CEC's annual grant of £691.86 (same as last year) has 
been lodged in our account. Bank statement confirmation not yet received. 
The grant is based on number of residents, and there is some dubiety regarding how 
the figure for RADCC has been calculated. It is suspected that Ratho, Gogar and 
Ingliston are all included, but not Bonnington, Newbridge, or the Cala estates. The 
Scottish Office gives figures requested by CEC, but there are no detailed maps for 
clarification. Numbers will not be corrected until the next census.

7 Secretary's report
Notification received that travellers had twice been evicted from a space near the 
Scottish Fire & Rescue Service facility at Claylands Road, leaving a foul mess both 
times. A member of the public submitted FOI requests about the cost to CEC of clearing 
the site – over £5,000 for the first clearance, FOI request submitted for the second. The 
travellers are now at Huly Hill, and there is a large mess at the side of the road. As Huly 
Hill land belongs to Historic Scotland there is a limit to what action can be taken.
Following comments on social media about the poor state of grass cutting round 
gravestones in the cemetery, this was acknowledged and has been attended to.

8 Planning
8.1 City Plan – Due out at the end of this month.
8.2 Wave Garden – Following comments that swifts' nests had been destroyed, we 

contacted Tartan Leisure who assured us that the work being done in the area was 
being carried out by Cala, and was not connected with the Wave Garden. Tartan 
Leisure will follow up with Cala. 

8.3 The Gyle – There will be a PAN with a chat room, no date as yet. Agreed to request a 
presentation for RADCC. JW/KW
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Action
8.4 Hampton by Hilton, Almond Avenue – It is hoped to hold a PAN w/c 6 September, 

and there will be a chat line on 7 September for questions. In the past, it was felt 
inappropriate to comment on hotels at the airport, other than the impact on traffic on 
Eastfield Road. No action to be taken.

9 Transport/Roads 
Dalmahoy Road/A71 – There was a further accident on 6 July involving 2 cars, police 
attended. The next TEC meeting is on 9 September, papers issued on 3 September. 
There has been some difficulty getting accurate figures for cars coming out of 
Dalmahoy, numbers quoted were 1,400 a day which seems unlikely.
Cllr Macinnes is to visit the junction with officials and Cllr Gardiner had been given a 
date in the second week in August, which he is not able to make and was concerned as 
he had very much wished to be there. It was pointed out that it did not make sense to 
visit then as schools were still closed, which makes a substantial difference to traffic. 
JW to email Cllr Gardiner stressing that point.
Wilkieston Road speeding – It was understood that Cllr Webber was going to take CEC 
officers to look at the speeding situation in the village, date not known.

JW/NG

10 Education/Library
The library van has resumed service as from 13 July. The Library Officer has produced 
a poster for all the village notice boards. 

11 EACC (Edinburgh Association of Community Councils.
The meeting on the Net Zero Strategy that it was hoped to hold on 14 June has been 
postponed to 19 August. Official confirmation of date and time will be circulated. There 
will also be a Zoom meeting on biodiversity, date and details to be circulated when 
known.
Information had only been received that day about a meeting to be held on Thursday 
22 July concerning the Edinburgh Pact.

JW

12 Communications
Since June, there have been:
7 Tweets & retweets; 5 updates via the Google group; Facebook – 5 direct posts, plus 
numerous responses to concerns and questions; Website – 77 visits in 121 sessions.

13
13.1

AOCB
A drop-in test centre for people with no Covid-19 symptoms will be operating at 
Queensferry Primary School, Burgess Road, South Queensferry, from 19-24 July, open 
from 9.00am-6.00pm. Similar centres will be operating at various venues across and 
around the city for a week at a time.

13.2 EACC
Next meeting is on 9th August.

13.3 Edinburgh Airport Noise Advisory Board (EANAB)
The Board has been looking at the ACP instigated by the MoD for use of airspace in the 
Firth of Forth into the North Sea. This provided an opportunity to look at increasing use 
of that route, and informs consideration of the formation of a north/south corridor in the 
east, mainly over sea, rather than over landmass. However, doing this would open up 
other questions about noise of aircraft turning after take-off into the prevailing wind. The 
ACP was put on hold due to the pandemic, but has now officially restarted and is at the 
stage of developing design principles.
The review into EANAB, instigated over a year ago, has halted in recent weeks due to 
other commitments, but they are close to having a broad summary of responses to the 
questionnaires. The Review Panel next meet on 28 July when it is hoped to move to-
wards a draft report.

13.4 20 bus service
Following complaints that the 20 was not running to time, especially in the evenings, 
First Bus and CEC are examining proposals for minor revisions to the timetable. One 
resident suggested that Ingliston P&R could be omitted, but views were mixed. Cllr 
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Action
Gardiner had raised the issue of reliability with Stuart Lowrie. It was understood that 
staff absence due to Covid was a contributory cause. Letter to be drafted to establish if 
there is a penalty clause in the First Bus contract, to be copied to Cllr Gardiner.

PT/JW

13.5 Future RADCC meetings
The Community Centre has now re-opened, one of only five to do so. It was not known 
how many hours they are allowed to open for, but the possibility of returning there for 
meetings was discussed. KW to take further with Barbara Reid, Chair of the Community 
Centre Management Committee, but agreed it was likely that the August and 
September meetings will still be via Teams.  

KW

13.6 Abandoned car
The white car on Wilkieston Road is still there. Apparently CEC are aware who the 
owner is and are waiting for him to remove it. 

13.7 Planning issue
An application for a “Certificate of Lawfulness” had appeared on the Planning portal, for 
a resident in Bonnington to move a caravan onto their land. It would be useful to 
establish what is and is not legitimate in this process. RG to email details to Cllr 
Gardiner who will have someone investigate further. 

RG/NG

13.8 20 minute neighbourhood
It was recognised at the last meeting that Ratho is not currently suitable for a “20 
minute neighbourhood”, but Cllr Gardiner would be happy to discuss this further with 
RADCC. There are two aspects: firstly, how the Council and their public partners deliver 
their services, and separately the idea of having enough services within our 
neighbourhoods like shops, banks, etc. There were links to the transport and health 
agendas, and to the issue of climate change. Part of what needs to be considered is 
deprivation, not just materially but in terms of services or the lack thereof. This is a long 
term project. 

14 Dates of future meetings – 2021
Unless otherwise indicated, all RADCC meetings take place on the 3rd Monday of each 
month, in Ratho Community Centre or online via MS Teams, and start at 7.15pm.
16 August 15 November
20 September 20 December
18 October
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