
Approved minutes August 2021 Ratho & District Community Council

Minutes of meeting of the RADCC held on Monday 16 August 2021 at 7.15pm, online via MS Teams 

Present: J Wightman (Chair), K Watt, R Godfree, E Gray, J Couper
In attendance: Cllrs G Bruce, N Gardiner
Apologies: P Taylor, Cllrs S Webber, G Hutchison, R Henderson

Action
1 Introduction

All were welcomed to the meeting.
2 Apologies

As above.
3 Minutes of previous meeting

Minutes of meeting of 19 July 2021 were approved, with J Couper added to Apologies.
Proposed: R Godfree Seconded: K Watt

3.1 Previous meeting action points outstanding
(9) Dalmahoy Road/A71 junction – Dealt with elsewhere on agenda.
(13.5) Venue for future meetings – The Community Centre committee Chair believes it 
is a reasonable possibility that RADCC could meet there in October. The September 
meeting will be online via Teams.
(13.7) Resident's caravan in Bonnington – Planning permission is not required to site 
the caravan as such, but if it requires infrastructure, eg a base, access to services, then 
permission would be needed. Ongoing. RG

4 Elected members' reports
4.1 Cllr Bruce – Followed up re speeding on Wilkieston Road, was still waiting to hear 

when the meeting is taking place. He will continue to follow up.
The meeting re Dalmahoy junction was rescheduled (see 4.3). The Calderwood 
development has increased traffic on the A71. Huge housing developments around the 
city, in East and West Lothian, generate increasing amounts of traffic without supporting 
infrastructure. There are now tailbacks on the bypass at all times of the day.

GB

4.2 Cllr Webber – Has been following up on Gogarstone Road junction, as nothing has 
been done. As there is a new manager, Daisy Narayanan, in post, a new letter should 
be sent to Highways to highlight issues raised previously, in particular that cyclists 
themselves saw no benefit to the road markings. It was reiterated that hatching at the 
garage after the slip road from the airport was reported as unsafe in an earlier safety 
audit, but was carried out anyway. 
Cllr Webber continues to follow up on the Dalmahoy Road/A71 junction.
The white lines have been repainted at the airport roundabout, it was hoped that this 
will reduce the risk of cars being driven on the wrong side of the road.
She had also requested that overgrowth of vegetation on the pavement on Dalmahoy 
Road be made safe, following a resident's complaint that some parts are impassable, 
particularly with a buggy, forcing people to walk in the road.

RG/JW

4.3 Cllr Gardiner – Re the discussion about cars and traffic under 4.1, he accepted that 
cars are still needed for Ratho but not necessarily for those living within the city. He 
stood by the need for change, especially in light of the climate crisis. However, some 
account had to be taken of neighbouring areas and the effect of developments there. 
Cllr Gardiner is on the SES Plan Board, which produced a spatial strategy ensuring that 
all local authorities take sustainable development into account, although it will take time 
to filter through. He was shocked at how car-oriented the Calderwood development is. 
The meeting at Dalmahoy junction has been moved to 1st September, 4.00-5.00pm. JW 
cannot attend, but RG and KW will aim to do so. Cllr Gardiner will liaise with officers to 
ensure everyone is safe. 
A mechanical sweeper was brought in to remove leaf litter on Ratho Park Road at 
Lidgate Shot and the speed in dealing with the problem was appreciated. The flooding 
was exceptional, but as such storms are likely to happen more often, it is essential that 
gullies and roads are cleaned more regularly.

RG/KW
NG
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The application for the support road from Gogar roundabout to the airport was coming 
to committee this week, and has been recommended for refusal as it did not integrate 
with other developments in the area. 
Cllr Gardiner had raised the unreliability of bus services with officers who liaise with 
First Bus, but had not yet received a response.

5 Chair's report
All matters covered elsewhere.

6 Treasurer's report
The annual grant from CEC has been paid into our bank account. The signed, audited 
accounts for the year to March 2021 have been sent to the appropriate CEC officer. 

7 Secretary's report
Following a query about whether there are community liaison meetings about quarry 
blasting, as happens in Inverkeithing, particularly in relation to bird nesting, residents 
were advised to contact Planning Enforcement and the police. However, contact has 
been established with the quarry manager, and we hope to get a timetable for blasting.
Bonnington Quarry are happy to meet with us to go through their protocol regarding 
protected species. There is an area of the quarry they want to use next year, but they 
will create a special habitat for the birds in question before the season starts.
It was previously reported that a significant amount of dust had blown over the village. 
The Enforcement Officer reported that dust suppression equipment had no issues, but 
that a spell of dry weather, coupled with winds, may have lifted dust from the open 
quarry rather than being attributable to blasting. He would, however, continue to 
investigate. For clarity and future reference, if problems arise from planning conditions 
not being adhered to (eg dust suppression or collection equipment, water sprayers not 
being used at blasting, or lorries not being covered), these are planning enforcement 
matters. Environmental issues (eg water discharge, dust monitoring, site dust 
suppression, environmental spillage leading into water/soil from the site, crushing 
licences, bio-diversity) should be reported to SEPA.
Flooding was reported during the recent storms and a number of gullies were cleared 
and some road edges swept clear of leaf debris.
A resident asked us to have re-cladding of houses in Ratho stopped to avoid 
disturbance during the swift nesting season. CEC's housing section was unaware of 
this programme, but contact was made with the contractors. They are aware of the 
issues around nesting swifts and will organise their programme to take account of this. 
Advice from RSPB is also awaited. 
A Main Street resident has reported a recent significant increase in speeding traffic, 
especially 4x4s and other large cars. This supports the case for speed monitoring. GB

8 Planning
8.1 City Plan – Is now due out in September, Planning Committee date is 29 September.

Anyone can object to the Plan and put forward suggestions, but CCs have no 
opportunity to object to those suggestions/proposals. RADCC could put forward a 
general response outlining what we do not wish to see included in the area. Cllr 
Gardiner stressed that it will be a green-led plan, looking to develop primarily brownfield 
sites in urban areas within the bypass, as that is where schools and other services are 
already in place. CEC currently has a 9-year land supply and he saw no reason for 
greenfield sites to be developed at this stage. There will be a bias towards high density, 
car-less development, which is the opposite of what had been proposed for the 
concrete works site in Ratho. He suggested low density, car-based development would 
not be appropriate there, not least as there is no decent bus service.

8.2 The Gyle – Date and time for PAN not known...

8.3 Hampton by Hilton, Almond Avenue – PAN to be held on 7 September 2021, 12.00-
7.00pm, online – details to be confirmed.
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8.4 20 minute neighbourhoods

The report on 20 minute neighbourhoods went to committee and was approved. 19 
communities have been identified as potential locations, including Ratho and 3 other 
rural communities. As was said previously, this is a long-term project. It will be essential 
to find out what residents want and need, and what they think is possible. CEC will 
change its operating model to provide services more locally, but there are other aspects 
involved. It was considered that, once permitted, a public meeting was probably the 
way forward, if pitched correctly and preparatory work done.

8.5 Wilkieston bypass – Planning application has been submitted to West Lothian. It 
proposes a link from the A71 west of the main village, skirting around the back and 
joining the B7030 around the Edinburgh/West Lothian boundary. It was originally 
proposed at the time of Calderwood pre-applications, due to congestion on the A71 at 
the junction. Since then, the post office/shop where people often parked has gone, and 
the junction has been reconfigured. However, it is understood that approval has been 
given for around 40 new houses either side of the proposed bypass. It is not clear if 
south-bound traffic on the B7030 will have to use the existing road, with traffic lights, or 
this bypass. As there appears to be no signalling at its junction with the A71, the same 
problems as experienced at Dalmahoy will be repeated. If there is time to object, it 
would be appropriate to do so, or at least pass on our thoughts to East Calder CC. RG 
to send brief email to Cllr Gardiner. It may be appropriate for Planning officers to 
comment on such proposals, if they would impact on Edinburgh residents, although it is 
probably too late in this case.

RG/NG

9 Transport/Roads 
See 4.3, the meeting on Dalmahoy junction will be on 1st September, 4.00-5.00pm.
J Couper highlighted a negative experience with the 20 bus service on 3rd August. Cllr 
Gardiner undertook to raise the matter with officers. The service's irregularity has been 
reported to Supported Bus Services, as it causes much inconvenience to residents.
Re speeding on Main Street (see 7 above), a resident commented that there are 
insufficient speed limit signs, which should be every 2/3 lampposts. There are signs but 
not very visible, using brightly coloured backgrounds to make them more visible may 
help. Cllr Bruce will discuss with Allan Hoad when they meet on site. 

NG

GB

10 Education/Library
The mobile library has been coming regularly, but will not attend Tues 24th – Fri 27th 

August due to staff holiday. Inter-branch loans are being delivered. The Book Group 
has restarted on Wednesdays in the Community Centre. The previous mobile library 
service appeared last week in Ratho Station, Newbridge & Bonnington, which nobody 
had been informed about. Its schedule will be investigated and circulated when known.
There has been no update on when the existing library will be demolished and work 
started on the new early years learning centre. Cllr Gardiner to investigate. 

KW

NG

11 EACC (Edinburgh Association of Community Councils.
There has been a suggestion that CC boundaries should be more linked to wards. CCs 
vary greatly in size. To align with wards, ward boundaries might have to change, or 
possibly Ratho would be absorbed into Balerno, and Ratho Station/Newbridge into 
Kirkliston. It was felt that our communities would be ignored. Cllr Gardiner believed that 
different solutions would be needed for different areas, and it would depend what 
communities themselves wanted.
Cllr Gardiner did not know what was happening re Pentland Neighbourhood Network, 
as he had been on holiday. He would investigate further. 
New forms had been circulated for community grants, which have been put on our 
website and publicised via Facebook and Google groups. 

NG

12 Communications
Since July, there have been:
4 Tweets & retweets; 2 updates via the Google group; Facebook – 13 direct posts, plus 
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an increased number of responses to individual concerns and questions. Website – 87 
visits in 110 sessions.

13 AOCB

13.1 Edinburgh Airport Consultative Committee
There had been a meeting that day. Passenger numbers and flights have increased 
slightly but recovery is slower than at other airports. The Airspace Change Programme 
(ACP) has restarted with more community engagement; there is more central 
coordination including noise management by government agencies this time. Edinburgh 
is in the “northern” grouping of UK airports, which goes down as far as Manchester. As 
mentioned before, there are thoughts of an air corridor over the North Sea, although 
this would create a number of issues locally. A solar farm is to be created at the Ratho 
Station end of the runway, which will increase the airport's green footprint. The relief 
road from Gogar roundabout has been recommended for refusal by CEC but the Airport 
will make their case at Planning on Wednesday 25 August. Post-meeting update – it  
was refused on the grounds it was contrary to local development plans.

13.2 Edinburgh Airport Noise Advisory Board (EANAB)
The ACP is now ongoing, there has been liaison between EANAB and the Airport, and 
the design parameters are believed to have been finalised. It is understood that 
possible use of the Firth of Forth is in the hands of the Ministry of Defence and others.
The review into EANAB is ongoing, although there have been delays due to other 
commitments, including holidays. The review group was to have met on 28 July, but 
that was postponed to 17 August. The aim is to meet weekly for the next four weeks, 
taking a different topic each week and distilling comments made on those areas to 
compile a comprehensive report.
We were informed today that the UK Parliament's Scottish Affairs Committee has 
launched an inquiry into airports in Scotland. They want to hear from people involved 
with, working in or living near any Scottish airport. Issues they are interested in are 
mainly commercial, ie the impact of Covid and recovery, etc. It does not mention 
anything specifically about noise, but EANAB may wish to approach it from that point of 
view, especially as the Airport's strategy is based on expansion. RADCC may also wish 
to respond, especially as many people locally work at the airport. Ratho Station 
residents, who are trying to revitalise their Residents' Association, should perhaps be 
consulted. For further consideration. 

13.3 Abandoned car 
The car has not been removed. Cllr Bruce followed up, police have tried to engage with 
the owner without success, and say they have no powers to remove it. It is not taxed or 
insured. Cllr Bruce will check again with the Council and check whether DVLA have any 
powers in this situation.

GB

14 Dates of future meetings – 2021
Unless otherwise indicated, all RADCC meetings take place on the 3rd Monday of each 
month, in Ratho Community Centre or online via MS Teams, and start at 7.15pm.
20 September 18 October 15 November 20 December
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