
Approved minutes September 2021 Ratho & District Community Council

Minutes of meeting of the RADCC held on Monday 20 September 2021 at 7.15pm, online via MS Teams 

Present: J Wightman (Chair), K Watt, R Godfree, E Gray, D Hunter, J Couper
In attendance: D Johnston & J Bailey (Newbridge & Ratho Station CA), Cllr G Bruce, Cllr N Work, 

Cllr N Gardiner, PC Kirstin Allardice (SW Community Policing)
Apologies: P Taylor, K Shaw, Cllr G Hutchison, Cllr S Webber

Action
1 Introduction

All were welcomed to the meeting, especially Dave Johnston and Jeff Bailey of the 
recently-established Newbridge & Ratho Station Community Association. Police 
representation was expected and their report would be taken on arrival.

2 Apologies
As above.

3 Police report
PC Allardice apologised for being late. Due to funding cuts, it had been agreed that 
Police would not provide as full reports as were produced previously.
The main things to note from the last couple of months were reports of seemingly 
abandoned vehicles, and a fly-tipping issue at Clifton Road. This was not related to the 
mess left by travellers either near Scottish Fire & Rescue Service on Claylands Road or 
at Huly Hill. PC Allardice was asked to confirm if the legislation was still that a group of 
more than 12 vehicles can be asked to move on, and she undertook to find out and to 
pass on any useful information as well as details of who to contact. Cllr Bruce was 
thanked for his persistence regarding removal of the abandoned car on Wilkieston Rd.
It was confirmed that the community policing contact for Newbridge & Ratho Station CA 
would be Corstorphine, email edinburghcptnorthwest@scotland.pnn.police.uk.
PC Allardice was thanked for her attendance, even occasional direct contact was 
helpful. She confirmed that if anyone was available to attend future meetings they 
would, and would be happy to report on specific items if requested. It may be possible 
to alternate attendance with Corstorphine, or have representation from both.

KA

4 Minutes of previous meeting
Minutes of meeting of 16 August 2021 were approved.
Proposed: K Watt Seconded: R Godfree

4.1 Previous meeting action points outstanding
4.1 & 4.3 (Dalmahoy junction) and 9 (20 bus service) – taken elsewhere on agenda
4.2 (Gogarstone Road junction) – letter drafted, to be finalised next day
11 (Pentlands Neighbourhood Network) – nothing further heard

RG/JW

5 Elected members' reports
5.1 Cllr Bruce – All concerns to be discussed elsewhere on agenda.

5.2 Cllr Hutchison – Was contacted by D Johnston about the state of the road narrowing 
structure at Newbridge entrance, and is checking when it is scheduled for repair. At the 
moment, lorries can bounce over the kerb, which only stops when police carry out spot 
checks to stop them from using the bus lane. There is some concern if walls are built 
back to the original height, as larger cars can hit their wing mirrors. Residents definitely 
want some kind of narrowing maintained, but D Johnston will contact Cllr Hutchison 
again to see if they can be rebuilt to lower height.

GH

DJ

5.3 Cllr Work – All concerns to be discussed elsewhere on agenda.

5.4 Cllr Gardiner – Most concerns to be discussed elsewhere on agenda. Cllr Gardiner 
queried whether there was any money for 2021 remaining though the Pentland Funding 
Panel, chaired by J Wightman. She confirmed that it had all been spent, but she 
believed that Almond have unspent funds, although it was not possible to fund anything 
in Ratho from Almond money.

6 Chair's report
All matters covered elsewhere.
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Action
7 Treasurer's report

Poppy wreaths for Remembrance Day have been procured, cost £100.03. 
Audited accounts were forwarded to the appropriate officer on 10 August but no 
response yet received. Email confirmation will be requested. RG

8 Secretary's report
The issue about potentially nesting swifts being disturbed by house re-cladding in 
Craigpark and North Street was followed up, and the works manager has been in direct 
contact with the resident concerned.
A resident of Ratho Station has ongoing concerns about a potential vermin problem at 
the recycling bins in Scotmid car park, Ratho Station. The area was cleaned earlier in 
the year and the original bottle banks replaced by ones with wheels, which are much 
lighter and should be easier to clean behind. There are currently only two larger 
containers for clothing, which seem to never have been moved to allow cleaning.
In relation to Covid in Ratho Primary, there was a predictable spike across almost all 
year groups. The school managed to remain open, although some home learning was 
carried out. It is hoped the worst is past and the school can now carry on as normal. 
Parents have received regular updates from the Head Teacher.

9 Planning
9.1 City Plan 2030 – An article purporting to preview the Plan had appeared in the Evening 

News and Scotsman. Cllr Gardiner declared that it was nonsense, included parcels of 
land that had not even been under consideration, and contained errors, eg the land at 
Cammo had in fact been allocated towards housing in the previous Plan. The Council's 
strategy had always been to prioritise brownfield land. He was concerned that the 
article was very misleading. He could not legally discuss any specifics until the Plan 
was officially released, before the end of the week, but was otherwise happy to answer 
questions. He believed it was a much better Plan than the last one.
Following publication of the Plan, there will be a short period of representation, when 
the CC and other interested parties can comment on it. Following that, some 
developers may put in additional proposals to the Council, who will accept them or not, 
and the Plan will then go to the Reporter, who may also propose changes or additions. 
The Plan is then returned to the Council for final sign-off.
There remains concern that any proposals put forward by developers after the period of 
representation will not be open to comment or response by the CC. 

9.2 20 minute neighbourhoods – J Wightman had met with Daisy Narayanan and had 
suggested it might be helpful to have her speak with us. Cllr Gardiner understood that 
she would be happy to do so. It was suggested to wait until the November meeting. JW

9.3 Hampton by Hilton, Almond Avenue – online PAN will take place on 29 September, 
1.00-7.00pm. Link available from Kate.

9.4 Land at top of Station Road, Ratho Station – An application had been submitted but 
details were not clear. It would be investigated further before deciding whether or not it 
was something we should comment on.

DJ

9.5 Country Park/Wave Garden – An update was requested, and the response was that 
they are assessing final site investigations at the moment, which tie into final geo-
technical designs. It looks like work will start in October or November at the latest.

10 Transport/Roads
10.1 Dalmahoy junction – The site visit by Cllr Macinnes (Convenor, Transport & 

Environment C'ttee) and Andrew Easson (Road Safety & Active Travel Manager) took 
place on 15 September. Cllrs Bruce and Gardiner also attended, as well as Murray 
Thomson (Dalmahoy Hotel), Niall Phillips (Scouts), Lord & Lady Morton and 20-30 
others, mostly Dalmahoy residents. The junction was inspected, followed by a 
discussion in the church hall. Cllr Macinnes's attendance was appreciated, but it was a 
heated topic and there was general disappointment that the fully signalised junction 
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Action
originally proposed and approved had been “slimmed down” to the latest version. The 
increase in costs was not simply due to delay, the major cause was the drainage issue, 
which was not clear when the original plan was drawn up. Cllr Macinnes stated she had 
a very difficult task, as the budget was very limited, and had to be used across the city, 
including the challenging junction at Seafield Road and Portobello Road, where there 
have been fatalities. Our Councillors will continue to argue for the full scheme, but it 
was clearly difficult. Cllr Gardiner suggested that the slimmed down version had not 
been clearly enough articulated. Cllr Macinnes undertook to produce “plain English” 
guides to any future documentation. Cllr Gardiner asked that it be considered more as 
a public transport issue, so funds may perhaps be drawn from other sources. There 
was some concern that the focus had been more on pedestrians than on road traffic 
safety, particularly when making right turns into and from the A71, and negotiating 
buses at the stops.
The next meeting at which the project might be discussed is 14 October, Cllr Gardiner 
will ask whether this subject is to be on the agenda or to be deferred.
It was queried whether the road into Dalmahoy Hotel and Country Club is public or 
private. Given the strength of feeling expressed by the General Manager at the 
meeting, it was felt that the Hotel should be approached with a view to making a 
financial contribution towards the cost, whatever solution may be adopted.

NG

NG

10.2 Speeding
A communication regarding speeding in Ratho had been sent to Allan Hoad, Transport 
Officer, and a reply received, also seen by Cllr Bruce. It had little in the way of concrete 
proposals. Residents continue to be concerned about the lack of traffic calming 
measures. A car parked in Baird Road near the corner with Main Street was recently 
written off by a speeding car. Cllr Bruce hoped to meet Mr Hoad on site, and will follow 
up again. We had requested more signage, and for white lines to be repainted but 
neither has been done, although lines at the airport roundabout have been done.
It was reported that lorries on Station Road continue to be a problem, more lorries are 
coming out of the industrial estate or down from the quarry. It is a real concern for 
children going to and from Hillwood Primary. A road narrowing structure like Newbridge 
is not possible as there is no alternative route for buses, emergency vehicles, refuse 
trucks, delivery access to Scotmid etc. At one time there was an agreement with the 
quarry that full lorries would go down to Newbridge, and only empty ones through 
Ratho Station, but that was no longer the case. Cllr Work will follow up and see if the 
Safety Officer might visit. He was aware of having seen tyre marks on the pavements. It 
was also a concern that lorries and DPD vans regularly park on pavements, especially 
next to Scotmid, just past the bollards. There is clearly also an enforcement issue, as 
double yellow lines are ignored.

GB

NW

10.3 20 bus service
There have been more complaints about missing or late buses. On two occasions, 
residents of Main Street saw the bus going up but it did not come back down. There 
have been reports of buses running early in the late afternoon and parking in Station 
Road or Queen Anne drive. Issues were taken up with supported bus service officers 
who responded that, as a result of current bus driver shortages (a national issue), First 
Buses have advised there may be some impact on their services, but they are striving 
to keep this to a minimum. Other factors – Covid, Brexit, DVLA delays in processing 
licences – have also contributed to the problems. It was made clear that this was 
unsatisfactory without notice, and noted that running early is considered a serious issue 
by the Traffic Commissioners. Cllr Gardiner asked to be emailed with specifics of any 
incidents and undertook to follow them up with Stuart Lowrie. In previous discussions 
with him, it had been suggested that cutting out the stop at Ingliston P&R might help 
speed up the service. Reaction to this suggestion will be gauged via Facebook.

NG

JW/KW
11 Education/Library

There has been no update on the new library/nursery building. Cllr Gardiner to email 
officers to try to find out when work is planned to start. K Shaw will also make enquiries. NG/KS
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Action
12 EACC (Edinburgh Association of Community Councils.

Nothing to report.
13 Communications

Since August, there have been:
7 Tweets & retweets; 3 updates via the Google group; Facebook – 26 direct posts, plus 
responses to individual concerns and questions; Website – 83 visits in 122 sessions.

14 AOCB
14.1 Edinburgh Airport Consultative Committee

No recent meeting, but the Airport continues to be concerned about the restrictions on 
travellers to and from Scotland. People will use English airports to avoid them, with a 
negative effect both on their business and on inbound tourism. 

14.2 Edinburgh Airport Noise Advisory Board (EANAB)
Further to the review instigated in March 2020 with a survey issued in February 2021 
for return by the end of March 2021, a first draft report of findings with 
recommendations compiled by the two co-Chairs is expected shortly for consideration 
by the Review Panel. It seems unlikely that findings will be finalised and issued to 
EANAB and any other relevant parties before the end of October.
EANAB has reached its 4th anniversary without any measurable mitigation of aviation 
noise, although there remains some potential benefit should the Firth of Forth become 
available as an air corridor, or should consideration be given to limiting night flights. 
Meantime the ACP, previously put on hold due to the Pandemic, is under way with the 
Airport preparing design proposals.

14.3 All-weather football pitch
The youth football team who used to play at Clifton Hall have recently lost use of that 
pitch. There had been a suggestion on Facebook that the ground between Ratho Park 
and the back of the houses on Baird Road could be used for a pitch and recreational 
space. The land is privately owned and planning permission granted last year, but it is 
now up for sale. As it would be priced for development land rather than recreational 
use, the purchase cost would be prohibitive, so the idea is unlikely to go any further. 

14.4 Christmas tree
There was a suggestion that Ratho should have another Christmas tree, perhaps 
opposite the war memorial, as it was felt the one we get from CEC is not very visible 
behind the large cherry tree. K Watt to explain about the complexity of doing so in 
terms of special electricity supply and lampposts etc, and it was also unlikely that CEC 
would be prepared to fund a second tree.

KW

15 Dates of future meetings – 2021
Unless otherwise indicated, all RADCC meetings take place on the 3rd Monday of each 
month, in Ratho Community Centre or online via MS Teams, and start at 7.15pm.
18 October                15 November 20 December
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