
Approved minutes October 2021 Ratho & District Community Council

Minutes of meeting of the RADCC held on Monday 18 October 2021 at 7.15pm, online via MS Teams 

Present: J Wightman (Chair), K Watt, R Godfree, E Gray, D Hunter, P Taylor
In attendance: D Johnston (NaRSCA)
Apologies: J Couper, J Bailey, Cllrs N Work, G Hutchison, N Gardiner

Action
1 Introduction

All were welcomed to the meeting. 
2 Apologies

As above.
3 Police report

Police presence was not possible for this meeting. The E Division newsletter for SW 
Edinburgh Community Councils October newsletter and an email from the Community 
Policing Team had been circulated via Facebook and the Googlegroup, with advice on 
vehicle crime and home protection.

4 Minutes of previous meeting
Minutes of meeting of 20 September 2021 were approved.
Proposed: D Hunter Seconded: K Watt

4.1 Previous meeting action points outstanding & not elsewhere on agenda
3 (Police report) – Response to be sought re moving on 12+ vehicles.
4.1 (Letter re Gogarstone Rd junction) – letter still to be sent.
5.2 (Road narrowing feature at Newbridge) – Cllr Hutchison was asked if the feature 
could be rebuilt to a lower height, but nothing more has been heard. It is likely to be a 
very low priority for CEC. 
9.2 (Meeting D Narayanan re 20-min neighbourhoods) – Will be December or January.
9.4 (Land at Station Road, Ratho Station) – Nothing more has been discovered and the 
period for comment has expired.

KW/KA
RG/JW

JW/KW

5 Elected members' reports
5.1 Cllr Bruce – Allan Hoad had been too busy to meet with Cllr Bruce. However, speed 

measuring lines have been put in place and it is hoped to have the results next month 
(see item 10.4.)
He had followed up on street lights not working in West Croft, which have now been 
mended. He had also had a discussion with Gareth Barwell, Director of Operational 
Services, re Dalmahoy junction, and is awaiting feedback (see item 8). 

5.2 Cllr Gardiner – email update
In addition to items via Cllr Bruce and elsewhere:
- Dealing with complaint about bins not being emptied in Dalmahoy.

6 Chair's report
To date, we know that 2 councillors are not standing for re-election in Pentland: Sue 
Webber (now an MSP) and Ricky Henderson. All other matters dealt with elsewhere.

7 Treasurer's report
It has been confirmed that the audited accounts were safely received.

8 Secretary's report
All matters covered elsewhere.

9 Planning
9.1 City Plan – Opens for comment on 7 November. We will receive one hard copy, plus 

leaflets, and posters for noticeboards. 2 or 3 additional copies will be requested. There 
will be meetings of various groupings of community councils, details to be circulated.

JW

9.2 Dalmahoy junction – As officials had not finalised their report, this topic is now on the 
agenda for Transport & Environment Committee on 11 November.

9.3 Crosswinds – CEC turned this proposal down, saying that it did not fit with their West 
Edinburgh plan, so the developer took it to the Reporter. The Reporter has asked for 
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Action
comments on the impact of the City Plan 2030, and how that would impact on 
objections previously made to the proposals. Deadline for response is 26 October.  JW

9.4 Concrete works/“Bairdview” (Tarmac) – Additional consultation was requested, and 
Planning last week asked the developers to extend the “live” event into the afternoon or 
hold another event on a different afternoon. It will be held on Thursday 1 December, 
from 4.00-8.00pm. Leaflets/posters advertising the public event to be distributed to 
neighbouring properties and available in public areas. We will liaise with them regarding 
posters and leaflets for the Community Centre and School. The website is now live at 
https://bairdview.scot/. Although it is referred to as “concrete works”, implying 
brownfield, that only comprises less than 10% of the area proposed, although no prime 
agricultural land is included. Tarmac wish to make a presentation to RADCC, either 
online or in person (see item 14.7). It was suggested that all should ask Tarmac 
whether the mention of improving the road at Piggery Bends implies that they will do so 
themselves, or merely make land available to CEC or the appropriate body, which could 
take considerably longer.
It is not known if any other developers who have previously sought planning permission 
for parcels of land around Ratho will come forward to challenge the City Plan.

10 Transport/Roads
10.1 Bus service 20 survey – Following a suggestion that the 20 bus service could keep to 

better time by omitting the P&R stop at Ingliston, a poll was carried out via Facebook 
and the Googlegroup. The results were fairly evenly split, as follows:

Miss out Ingliston P&R 105
Keep Ingliston P&R   92

It seems, therefore, that there is not a huge majority in favour of changing the 
arrangements. However, a significant number of respondents (even those who did not 
vote) took the opportunity to express the view that the service should be direct into the 
centre of Edinburgh, or a shuttle bus to the P&R with a direct service into town. These 
results will be passed on to Cllr Gardiner. KW

10.2 Edinburgh Bus Users Group – The group is a voice for bus users and potential users, 
committed to protecting and improving Edinburgh’s bus network. It is hoped that 
residents who use the bus may wish to join (membership is currently free) and ensure 
that Ratho’s bus users are represented and heard.

10.3 Canal – Transport & Environment Committee have considered a report on the Union 
Canal Bicentenary in 2022.  An indicative programme of events includes celebrating 
and commemorating its history via projects, with events at various hubs such as 
Ratho. It also mentions “completing the WaveGarden and associated infrastructure at 
Ratho”. The Canal Community Action Group is no longer serviced by council officers. 
Next meeting to be held this week.

10.4 Speed survey – CEC has appointed a Design Consultant to progress the design of 
speed reduction measures on Wilkieston Road. As already mentioned, the work will 
begin with speed and volume surveys. It is intended to assess the area around the 
Medical Practice and the access to Tormain Woods before the school holiday. This will 
enable them to develop a draft preliminary design of a raised pedestrian crossing (to 
link to the bus stop) at the most suitable point, and options for pedestrian crossing 
facilities at Tormain Woods, in line with Edinburgh Street Design Guidance and the 
Council’s pedestrian crossing prioritisation process. They will also look at options for 
two surface-mounted retention socket locations for battery operated vehicle activated 
speed signs. This will be submitted by 15 November with a view to confirming the 
preliminary design by 13 December 2021.

11 Education/Library
Library/Early Years – Latest information from CEC is that all is going to plan, they 
intend to put the project out to tender at the end of November and expect to appoint a 
contractor to start works in early 2022, with programmed completion of the building 
remaining at August 2023. (Noted that as recently as Children, Education & Families 
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Action
Committee meeting in May the estimated completion date was August 2022.) While we 
recognise that there is a mobile library 4 hours/4 days per week and that the staff are, 
as always, most helpful, this will mean that we will have been without proper library 
facilities for almost 3 years and without the range of group activities for all ages, but 
particularly young people. Cllr Bruce will inquire how CEC advised people and how they 
are managing expectations, K Watt to forward communications received to him.
High School – A report on the new West Edinburgh High School was approved by 
Education Committee on 12 October, setting out the timeline for consultation and 
construction. It is not known what site or sites are being considered. It is thought they 
may consult on a shortlist of 2 or 3 sites. Cllr Young has been asked for more details.

KW/GB

12 EACC (Edinburgh Association of Community Councils
Various meetings have been held with a “greening” agenda, but it is not known how 
well they have been attended. There is an ordinary meeting on 21 October, and the 
AGM will be on 26 November.

13 Communications
Since September, there have been:
13 Tweets & retweets; 6 updates via the Google group; Facebook – 13 direct posts, 
plus responses to individual concerns and questions.

14 AOCB
14.1 Edinburgh Airport Consultative Committee

Nothing to report, next meeting is in November.
14.2 Edinburgh Airport Noise Advisory Board (EANAB)

The review is still going on, with further delay in the last couple of months due to 
holidays. A meeting scheduled for 19 October was cancelled. One of the key findings is 
the almost complete lack of knowledge of EANAB and its function/purpose within the 
community. It is hoped they will be closer to issuing the report by the end of next month. 

14.3 Footpaths and dropped kerbs – There has been an article about CEC spending 
money on repairing footpaths and installing dropped kerbs. It was not clear if this only 
applied to Spaces for People (now “Travelling Safely”) areas. All to consider and inform 
K Watt or J Wightman of any priorities in the area.

ALL

14.4 Remembrance Day service – It was confirmed that J Bailey is dealing with this, and 
has left arrangements as they have been in previous years, although changes may be 
considered for the future.

14.5 Bonfire/fireworks – There has historically been an unofficial bonfire and fireworks at 
Ratho Station, which is likely to happen again. NaRSCA are not involved in organising.

14.6 Assisted bin collections – An email has been received highlighting that around 7,500 
people in Edinburgh cannot put bins out, for whatever reason, and enquiring whether 
anyone requires this service. All are asked to inform anyone in this position that there is 
a link on the CEC website “Assisted Bin Collections”, where they can sign up.

ALL

14.7 Future meetings – It was confirmed that the coffee lounge in the Community Centre is 
able to accommodate RADCC meetings, with sufficient space. There was discussion 
regarding whether future meetings should be online or face to face. The consensus 
was that a mixture would be desirable, but that face to face meetings would definitely 
be preferable for presentations, eg with developers. 
It was agreed that the November meeting will be held at the Community Centre, and a 
presentation by Tarmac will be requested at 6.30pm. prior to the meeting starting at 
7.15pm as usual.

KW

14.8 Funding sources – In responding to residents who wished to plant bulbs on the verge 
opposite their house, which RADCC cannot fund, a list of possible funding sources was 
identified:

• Rotary – Ratho, Currie and Balerno all have “community chest” funds available; 
Ratho Station may be covered by South Queensferry

• Airport – have in the past used funds from drop off/pick up charges to support 
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Action
community projects, but there are no funds to distribute at the moment

• Calor Rural funding – this will be open next year 
• Neighbourhood grants from Pentland and Almond
• Lottery – this would be appropriate for larger amounts

14.9 Christmas decorations, Ratho Station/Newbridge – Discussions with CEC are 
ongoing. The Council's preference is to plant living trees. The current living tree is in a 
sorry state, as it is very exposed. It will be cut down and a static dead tree put up for 
this year, but it is hoped to have a new, larger living tree next year. It is not clear 
whether appropriate fittings are available with the new lampposts that were installed. 
Newbridge has street decorations, but no tree. It was acknowledged that the street 
decorations were in the least used area of the village.

14.10 Street light not working – It was reported that the street light at the corner of Ratho 
Park Road had not come on that evening. KW/GB

15 Dates of future meetings
Unless otherwise indicated, all RADCC meetings take place on the 3rd Monday of each 
month, in Ratho Community Centre or online via MS Teams, and start at 7.15pm.
15 November (Ratho Community Centre), presentation at 6.30pm
20 December (online)
2022
17 January 16 May 19 September
21 February 20 June 17 October
21 March 18 July 21 November
18 April 15 August 19 December
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