
Approved minutes December 2021 Ratho & District Community Council

Minutes of meeting of the RADCC held on Monday 20 December 2021 at 7.15pm, online via MS Teams

Present: J Wightman (Chair), K Watt, R Godfree, E Gray, D Hunter, D Johnston, 
In attendance: A Kvassness (Ratho Living Streets), Cllrs G Bruce, N Work, N Gardiner
Apologies: J Couper, S Bisset, Cllr G Hutchison

Action
1 Welcome

All were welcomed to the meeting, especially A Kvassness who joined the meeting from 
Norway. 

2 Apologies
As above.

3 Minutes of previous meeting
A minor amendment was required at 13.2, the figure of 20dB to be corrected to 40dB. 
With this amendment, the minutes of meeting of 15 November 2021 were approved.
Proposed: K Watt Seconded: R Godfree

3.1 Previous meeting action points outstanding & not elsewhere on agenda
(13.5) NEPS projects, Almond Ward – carry forward to January meeting.
(13.8) Wilkieston bypass – Letters as outlined were sent to CEC and to West Lothian 
Council, copied to Cllr Gardiner, but there has been no response as yet. Still described 
as “yet to be decided” on the West Lothian planning portal.

JW

4 Elected members' reports
4.1 Cllr Bruce – There appears to have been confusion between Freelands Road and 

Freelands Way. Investigations re speeding on Freelands Road were carried out in 
March this year, showing an average speed of 36.5mph. Speed reducing measures are 
being considered, to be put in place by the end of March 2022.
It was disappointing that the Christmas tree lights were not switched on as planned, but 
it had simply been human failing. Despite the disappointment, it was a festive, friendly 
and well-attended event.

4.2 Cllr Work – Station Road and part of Queen Anne Drive in Ratho Station have been 
resurfaced. Night work brought a few complaints about noise, but it meant the work was 
completed quickly.
A meeting will be held on 21 December regarding the Council's budget, discussions 
about this will take place over a number of months. It will clearly be challenging.

4.3 Cllr Gardiner – As part of the budget discussions, Cllr Gardiner will continue to fight for 
the 20 bus service. A direct service to the city centre remains very unlikely, but he will 
defend the service as it stands.
Daisy Narayanan had hoped to attend this meeting, but was still recovering from Covid. 
She has accepted an invitation to the January meeting, along with Ian Thame, Project 
Manager. She will discuss the concept of 20-minute neighbourhoods and what they can 
do for local communities. Additional funding is likely to be directed towards areas 
identified as most in need by the SIMD (Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation – see 
http://simd.scot). 
Balerno High School Pipe Band successfully applied for a grant from the Pentlands 
Funding. Ratho youngsters who attend Balerno High might be interested in joining.
He had received an email regarding tree roots which Scottish Water had discovered 
were blocking drains in Ratho Park Road, which caused the flooding earlier in the year..
That day was the closing date for submissions regarding City Plan 2030. 

5 Chair's report
All matters covered elsewhere.

6 Treasurer's report
An invoice for £35 from Smash Digital has been paid, which was in addition to the 
invoice reported at the last meeting.
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Action
7 Secretary's report

Diversion signs suddenly appeared in Ratho before the weekend. Apparently, there 
were overnight resurfacing works on Cliftonhall Road and these will recommence 
overnight on 17 January. We have asked to be informed of such works in advance in 
future. The Council accepts that they omitted to do this.

8 Planning
8.1 City Plan – Our response had been submitted.

8.2 Newbridge Inn – We submitted an objection on the grounds of insufficient parking 
space, the fact that it is a listed building, and lack of amenity in the village. Cllr Work 
reported that there had been a campaign against the proposals, but also that the pub 
was not well used.

8.3 Dalmahoy junction – It was understood that a Dalmahoy resident intended to object 
on ultra vires grounds in his own right, and Cllr Bruce had not heard any more. There 
had been another accident at the junction.

8.4 Concrete Works/Bairdview – At the developers' request, we sent them a summary of 
our report of the meeting in November. It remains as a PAN at the moment, but it is 
believed that it will be submitted as an objection to the City Plan, to allow challenge to 
CEC's estimates for required housing stock as too low. CEC has made clear that it 
does not support green belt/greenfield development in principle.

8.5 3 Station Road, Ratho Station – It was unclear whether sufficient space had been 
made available for parking. Unless there are local objections, we will not object, and the 
Chair should be informed of any concerns by evening of 23 December. DJ

8.6 Wave Garden update – We had been told that an update has been sent out to 
Craigpark houses, and have suggested that Hallcroft residents should also be included. 
A construction contract had been signed with the contractor, and work is due to start on 
10 January to allow work to minimise noise disturbance. It is now estimated that the 
work will take two years - longer than originally envisaged. Part of the work will be 
reconfiguring the slopes, which will mean restricted access to the country park for 
residents. The management are keen to engage with the community and hope that the 
project will offer opportunities for local young people in particular. They hope to set up a 
residents' forum in the new year.

9 Transport/Roads
At the meeting of the Canal Community Action Group on 15 December the only thing 
relevant to our area was that Scottish Waterways for All had requested contact details 
for local organisations like the Community Centre and Bowling Club, which might be 
able to offer facilities if an event in connection with Canal 200, in 2022, happened in 
inclement weather.
The speed survey was mentioned by Cllr Bruce, see 4.1. It was not known whether the 
Council will consult with us or with Ratho Living Streets regarding what speed reduction 
measures are appropriate, Cllr Bruce undertook to find out. It was also important to 
think about the rest of the village. It was believed that there had been a commitment to 
put speed reduction measures in place on Wilkieston Road also, again Cllr Bruce will 
investigate and confirm or otherwise.
It is unclear what is happening with the road narrowing construction at Newbridge, the 
walls had become even lower. Cllr Work to find out what, if anything, is being done.

GB

GB

NW

10 Education/Library
At no point have we been informed that the Early Years centre/library has been 
delayed, but recent papers refer to its completion in 2023, rather than 2022. Since 
asbestos was suspected of being present in the old library, it is unlikely that it will be 
rehoused there in the meantime.

11 EACC (Edinburgh Association of Community Councils
The agenda for the most recent meeting was changed at the last minute to allow David 
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Action
Wight (Primary Care and Public Health) to talk about reducing the area of some GP 
practices. They may suggest that some people move from one surgery to another. This 
will not affect Ratho, but may affect Ratho Station/Newbridge/Bonnington patients.
Another topic discussed was 5G masts. Under current planning arrangements they do 
not need planning permission, but there had been press reports of one being turned 
down (details to be passed to Cllr Gardiner). Cllr Gardiner confirmed there has been a 
lot of discussion about 5G masts, which are bigger than previous masts. They are 
classed as “permitted development”, but the legislation is believed to be defective. 
COSLA are trying to co-ordinate action across Scotland, and are looking to align with 
eg a university in order to access professional knowledge and expertise. The 
companies are supposed to share masts where possible but appear to be not very co-
operative.

JW

12 Communications
Since November, there have been: 
13 Tweets & retweets; 3 updates via the Google group, and 1 new member; Facebook 
– 11 direct posts, plus responses to concerns and queries.

13 AOCB
13.1 Edinburgh Airport Consultative Committee

Next meeting is in February.
13.2 Edinburgh Airport Noise Advisory Board (EANAB)

The final draft of the review report is circulating round the Review Panel at the moment. 
It will likely be early January before it is released.
Nothing has yet been received from CEC or West Lothian in response to the letters 
sent out as reported at the last meeting. Similar comments were submitted to the City 
Plan consultation.

13.4 Top-up taps – K Watt had not been able to get anywhere with this, it is up to Scottish 
Canals to install taps if they think they can.

13.5 The Chair wished all a very Happy Christmas, and urged everyone to take care.

14 Dates of future meetings
Unless otherwise indicated, all RADCC meetings take place on the 3rd Monday of each 
month, in Ratho Community Centre or online via MS Teams, and start at 7.15pm.
2022
17 January (online) 16 May 19 September
21 February 20 June 17 October
21 March 18 July 21 November
18 April 15 August 19 December
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