
Approved minutes January 2022 Ratho & District Community Council

Minutes of meeting of the RADCC held on Monday 17 January 2022 at 7.15pm, online via MS Teams

Present: J Wightman (Chair), K Watt, R Godfree, E Gray, S Bisset, P Taylor, J Couper 
In attendance: D Narayanan (see item 3), A Kvassness (Ratho Living Streets), Cllrs G Bruce, N Work, 

S Webber
Apologies: D Johnston, Cllr R Henderson

Action
1 Introduction

The Chair welcomed all to the meeting. Sadly she had to confirm the death of a fellow 
RADCC member, Dorothy Hunter, known as Dee, on 31 December 2021 in St John’s 
Hospital. Dee was a member of RADCC for many years, initially representing the local 
churches, and subsequently as an elected member. Dee was interested in the 
environment, having had her own florists, and had more recently been a tour guide. 
She had a keen interest in the travails of Ratho’s public transport and would correct us, 
very kindly, if our local history was inaccurate. Dee gave over 30 years of service to the 
community, for which we thank her.

2 Apologies
As above.

3 20-Minute Neighbourhoods
Daisy Narayanan, CEC Senior Manager, Placemaking & Mobility attended the meeting 
to give a short, initial introduction to the Council's intended programme of “20-minute 
neighbourhoods”. The principle underpinning the strategy is that people should be able 
to access workplace and leisure facilities and services within a 10-minute walk, cycle or 
bus journey (and 10 minutes return). The presentation can be accessed at 
http://radcc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/20-min-neighbourhoods.pdf .
Ms Narayanan stressed that this is not a “one size fits all” strategy, it is recognised that 
different communities/localities in different locations will have different needs and 
expectations. It is a holistic approach and is not just about transport and planning. 
There was discussion about several aspects of the programme, particularly transport 
and employment. There will be co-ordination with other policies such as the City 
Mobility Plan and Active Travel to try to ensure a “joined-up” approach. The importance 
of inclusivity and the need to give people choices was stressed. The 20-minute Team 
will consult with communities to ensure that residents’ views are considered. 
It was mentioned that the canal towpath is barely passable with a buggy in places, and 
fixing that would encourage more people to access this facility.
Ms Narayanan suggested coming back as a team in March or April, perhaps holding a 
workshop and gathering information and views about the area. This would be a starting 
point for some of the conversations they intend to have. She will also be meeting with 
EACC (Edinburgh Association of Community Councils) in the next few weeks.

4 Minutes of previous meeting
The minutes of meeting of 20 December 2021 were approved.
Proposed: R Godfree Seconded: K Watt

5 Elected members' reports
5.1 Cllr Webber – Apologised for missing the last few meetings, but the Health Committee 

she now sits on at the Scottish Parliament holds many community/engagement events 
on Monday evenings. With regard to canal towpath clearing, mentioned earlier, 
residents should address concerns to her or any of the councillors and they would 
contact Scottish Canals. 

5.2 Cllr Bruce – Followed up on the enquiries at the last meeting regarding the type of 
speed reduction measures that would be put in place on Freelands Road. He has been 
told that ideas/proposals will be shared when they have been developed to a suitable 
level of detail. Freelands Road between Baird Road and Canalside is likely to receive 
speed roundels and temporary activation signals. Speed reduction measures are also 
being considered on Wilkieston Road, and possibly a pedestrian crossing at Tormain 
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Action
Wood; design consultants will prepare preliminary designs then consult with RADCC in 
due course for their feedback. 
Work has been done this week on a review by CEC on a number of roads with posted 
speed limits above 40mph as they feel there is scope for speed limit reductions at these 
locations. This did not seem very “joined up” when work is already ongoing to reduce 
speeds on some of these roads. Cllr Bruce undertook to follow up.
Correspondence has been found from 2017 when RADCC wrote to CEC concerning 
the B7030 where the hill drops down into Wilkieston, and the speed limit is 50mph. The 
width of the road does not meet carriageway design requirements, frequently resulting 
in HGVs mounting the narrow pavement to pass each other, and traffic moving at 
speeds too high for safety on this stretch. The only action taken then was installation of 
a “road narrows” sign. A reduction to 20mph should be requested for this stretch, via 
our response to the CEC's review.

GB

KW

5.3 Cllr Work – Nothing to update/report.

6 Chair's report
As already mentioned, Dee Hunter passed away on 31 December, only the second 
RADCC member who has died in service. It was agreed that a small donation to an 
appropriate charity would be fitting. JW

7 Treasurer's report
Nothing to report.

8 Secretary's report
The engineer has provided an updated schedule for resurfacing on Cliftonhall Road, 
and details have been publicised. There will be overnight closures for up to a fortnight. 
First Bus have reduced the 20 service from half-hourly to hourly due to staff shortages, 
but there are no notices to this effect at bus stops. It was questioned exactly what level 
of service the Council's contract with First was for, and whether there would be any 
recompense for reduction of service. It was pointed out that Lothian Buses, and train 
services, have gone to Sunday timetables due to staff shortages because of Covid, so 
it may simply have to be accepted. Cllr Bruce will investigate about the contract, and 
will also follow up about notices at bus stops.
Post-meeting note: the 20 is reverting to a half-hourly service as from Monday 24/1/22.

GB

9 Planning
9.1 Bonnington Mains Quarry – Breedon Group has submitted a PAN for development of 

the field immediately west of Bonnington Mains Quarry for ancillary quarry operations. 
Their public consultation website and virtual exhibition is live and can be accessed via 
these links: 
www.breedongroup.com/bonnington-mains-quarry-public-consultation
https://bonnington-quarry.squarespace.com/
There will be an online public consultation event on Monday 21 February 2022, 
14:00 - 15:30 and 18:30 - 20:00. At this stage, any questions should be raised direct 
with the developer and feedback submitted to them at that event or by 18 March. Once 
the planning application has been formally submitted to CEC, comments may be made 
to the Planning Department via the online portal.
The field in question is currently agricultural land. They plan to use it for aggregate 
management and office-type accommodation. Acquisition of the land will be temporary; 
at the point when the quarry itself is exhausted, it and this piece of land will require to 
be reinstated. Excavation of the quarry appears to be moving westward, and residents 
of Bonnington Cottages already feel shockwaves from blasting, this situation should be 
monitored. It was noted that the plan includes a tar plant working at night, if that is the 
case it may not be that easy to reinstate, with potential for pollution etc. Members were 
reminded that problems from present quarrying (which has planning permission) are a 
matter for Enforcement. It is our policy not to comment to developers at this stage, but 
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to await submission of a plan when formal comments can be made.

9.2 3 Station Road, Ratho Station – Application for conversion to 5 flats. Following the 
last meeting, no queries or objections were raised, so no response was made.

10 Transport/Roads
As mentioned at 5.2, CEC has requested input to their review of roads with posted 
speed limits over 40mph in certain locations, particularly those with high levels of 
walking, cycling and horse riding. The map sent with the email contained various errors, 
which have been listed. Several suggestions have been received from residents for 
where speed reductions should be considered. The instance of the local resident who 
incurred severe injuries while running on Ransfield Road, due to a pothole, has been 
included, without specifics. There are a number of narrow stretches of rural roads with 
no footpaths which follow historic field boundaries – ie with right angle corners – which 
are dangerous to pedestrians and cyclists as well as motorists. It was also noted that 
many pedestrians and cyclists do not make themselves nearly visible enough.

11 Education/Library
We have been asked to find out what has happened about the contract for building the 
new early years/library building. Cllr Bruce undertook to investigate and Cllr Webber 
had previously had a response after a resident’s query.  
It was noted that Ratho Primary is losing two staff members, who have been key to 
building and engaging with the community. It was not clear if there was a problem. In 
due course, the Chair will visit the Head Teacher to see how we can engage.

GB/SW

JW

12 EACC (Edinburgh Association of Community Councils
Nothing to report.

13 Communications
Since December, there have been: 
13 Tweets & retweets; 4 updates via the Google group, and 1 new member; Facebook 
– 11 direct posts, plus responses to numerous concerns and queries.

14 AOCB
14.1 Edinburgh Airport Consultative Committee

Next meeting is in February.
14.2 Edinburgh Airport Noise Advisory Board (EANAB)

As previously reported, a review of EANAB was set up in spring 2020, and the report of 
the Review Panel's findings is about to be published to members of EANAB and the 
various organisations they represent. In conjunction with Edinburgh Airport Ltd (EAL), it 
will be for EANAB to adopt or otherwise any or all of the report's recommendations. 
The main strands on which the recommendations focus are firstly, the structure of 
EANAB, in terms of both representation and operational structure; and secondly, its 
purpose. “Advisory” could be taken to mean either providing information, or providing 
solutions. The latter would only be possible if EANAB members were appropriately 
trained, and in any case could not overlap with EAL's statutory obligations. 
RADCC's representative on EANAB has two fundamental questions that he believes 
remain unaddressed, namely why, nearly four years on, there has been no measurable 
reduction or mitigation in aviation noise impacting relevant communities, and also, 
given EAL's apparent strategy based on ongoing growth, whether there is any realistic 
likelihood of doing so in the foreseeable future, with the possible exception of potential 
enforced reduction in night flights. He is unwilling to continue as our representative 
once changes are agreed and implemented. It was agreed that we should await the 
report and discuss the direction in which EANAB is going before considering a 
replacement, who may or may not be an elected RADCC member, but would have to 
be willing to attend EANAB meetings and report back to us. The report will be circulated 
as soon as it is released.

15 Next meeting – Will again be held online, via Teams. 
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15.1 Dates of future meetings

Unless otherwise indicated, all RADCC meetings take place on the 3rd Monday of each 
month, in Ratho Community Centre or online via MS Teams, and start at 7.15pm.
2022
21 February (online) 16 May 19 September
21 March 20 June 17 October
18 April 18 July 21 November

15 August 19 December
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