
Approved minutes February 2022 Ratho & District Community Council

Minutes of meeting of the RADCC held on Monday 21 February 2022 at 7.15pm, online via MS Teams

Present: J Wightman (Chair), K Watt, R Godfree, E Gray, P Taylor, S Bisset
In attendance: Cllr N Work, Cllr G Bruce, Cllr N Gardiner, A Kvassness, D Johnston
Apologies: None

Action
1 Welcome

The Chair welcomed all to the meeting. She reminded everyone that CEC elections will 
be held on 5th May, and that no “electioneering” should take place. It is understood that 
the election period starts on 23 March, after which current councillors may continue 
dealing with existing issues but should not take on new cases.

2 Apologies
As above.

3 Minutes of previous meeting
The minutes of meeting of 17 January 2022 were approved.
Proposed: R Godfree Seconded: P Taylor

4
4.1

4.2

4.3

Previous meeting action points outstanding & not elsewhere on Agenda
(5.2) Narrow section of Bonnington Road (B7030) – Cllr Bruce was surprised by how 
narrow the road is, and there are concerns that a serious accident may happen, 
especially with the number of HGVs which use the road. A suggestion to at least 
impose a 20mph limit on this stretch was included in our response to CEC's roads 
review. The carriageway does not meet established width requirements, and given that 
CEC is  obliged to operate to statutory regulations, a further letter will be sent to them. 
(5.2) Traffic calming measures, Wilkieston Road – Cllr Bruce received a letter on 15th 
February, saying that design work was almost complete and when finalised would be 
shared with RADCC before preparing for tender and delivery. However, there is an 
entry on the Scottish Roadworks Register for work comprising installation of a raised 
table pedestrian crossing, speed cushions, dropped kerbs and road markings, from 
outside Ratho Medical Practice to Tormain Wood and then on both south and north 
footways there, expected to start between 28 February and 8 March and last for 
approximately 15 days. Andrew Eason to be contacted for confirmation if this is correct. 
(11) Contract for new Early Years/Library building – Nothing more has been heard 
about this and we look to councillors to establish the position and let us know.

RG/JW

GB

Cllrs

5 Elected members' reports
5.1 Cllr Work – See item 10.1, other than that nothing else to report.

5.2 Cllr Bruce – Nothing else to report.

6 Chair's report
Further to discussion at last meeting about a charity donation in memory of Dee Hunter, 
it was agreed to make a donation of £100 to Blythswood Care. 

JW/RG

7 Treasurer's report
Nothing to report.

8 Secretary's report 
The football pitch at Ratho Park was vandalised on 6 February by a car doing wheelies. 
It was reported to CEC who have inspected the damage with a view to repairing. 
There has been much annoyance about dust from the quarry. We had been advised 
that all dust from the quarry should be reported to both SEPA and Planning 
Enforcement at CEC as SEPA deals with dust from the crusher and CEC deals with 
other dust so in future it is best to report to both. Any residents having problems with 
dust inhalation should go to their doctor who should then report this. Breedon accept 
that they should not be operating the machinery in adverse weather conditions which 
may affect the ability of the dust suppression kit to work, and will take that forward as a 
mitigating action for the future. Future dust incidents should be reported to SEPA and 
the CEC's Planning Enforcement and Environmental Protection services.
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The gullies in North Street, which had a major repair months ago, after intervention by 
Cllr Gardiner, have flooded the street again without draining. A job has been created to 
attend, but since it was reported last week the flooded area has increased. Noted that 
the area in school grounds behind potentially affected properties has become 
increasingly waterlogged. Cllr Gardiner will try to get a permanent solution carried out.
It was noted that there are also blocked gullies on Wilkieston Road near the junction 
with the B7030, which regularly cause flooding on the road, and similarly on Baird Road 
outside Pilton Retreat. These will be reported online by individuals. Harvest Road is 
also deteriorating, with potholes reappearing, and lack of sweeping leading to choked 
gullies and debris. It is understood that Cllr Hutchison has taken this up with Roads 
Services, but it will be reported again, copied to Cllr Work.

NG

RG/PT

KW/NW
9 Planning
9.1 Bonnington Quarry PAN – An online presentation was held on 21 February 2022. The 

main views expressed to us concerned possible fumes from the asphalt plant and night 
working, and worries that lorries may not use the access road as shown, but instead go 
through the village, especially if operating at night. Existing consent for the site allows 
for an asphalt plant, and the PAN is for its relocation (although there is not one at the 
moment). Light and noise pollution may be issues. There has been a categorical 
statement that they are not planning to change the entry/exit, but they have made clear 
that they intend to be available to work at night if there is demand, which is highly likely 
given that many roadworks take place at night to avoid traffic disruption. It is RADCC 
policy not to comment on a PAN but to await a full application. We should receive a 
report on the presentation before an application is submitted.

9.2 Concrete works/Bairdview – There has not yet been an application for this site. Cllr 
Gardiner to check.

NG

9.3 3 houses at Ratho Hall – There were some initial complaints, but we have heard 
nothing further, deadline for comments is 28 February. The houses appear to be high 
quality and well hidden.

9.4 PAN for hotel, 4 East Mains Holdings, Ingliston – This site is on the corner of 
Ingliston Road and the A8. No date has yet been set for a public consultation. The 
developer should be asked to ensure properties at East and Middle Norton are included 
in leafleting.

JW

9.5 Change of use from Paintball site to Woodland Nursery – This site is on the road 
between Burnwynd and Haggs Cottages. It states parking for 20 cars, and will be run 
for 20 children, replacing Forest Nursery at Cliftonhall School. It is not walking distance 
from Ratho, and the road itself is narrow, in poor condition, and with poor visibility. 
Approved in theory but will express concern about vehicle access. JW

9.6 Church of Scotland – There are plans to merge some congregations, scheduled for 
2025, and there are concerns about what will happen to church halls which provide 
venues for many community activities. In Balerno, the Balerno Village Trust is taking 
over the council-owned community centre, but not all halls would be capable of running 
at a profit, or at least not be loss-making. A kirk session minute had been found stating 
that the Whitelaws at Hatton House provided money for a hall “for the use of the village” 
of Ratho, to be handed to the Church of Scotland to maintain. Conditions surrounding 
this gift should be investigated, as it may be that the Church does not have the power 
under the initial agreement to sell the hall. While the hall is fully utilised in evenings, 
that is not the case during the day. There are concerns that the cost of maintaining the 
structure and providing heating etc may make it unrealistic for a similar model to 
Balerno. There are no such facilities in Ratho Station or Newbridge.

KW

10
10.1

Transport/Roads
Gogarstone Road – There has been correspondence about the new Highway Code 
rule giving pedestrians and cyclists priority at junctions. It is felt to be particularly 
hazardous at this junction when traffic travelling westwards on the A8 is trying to turn 
into Gogarstone Road. There have been many complaints already from drivers slowing 
down to turn in, but if a vehicle is required to stop it is likely to result in either rear end 
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10.2

10.3

shunts, or their car sitting across the inside lane of the A8 – a resident wrote recently 
with experience of the latter; their letter has been passed to CEC, including councillors 
and Daisy Narayanan. In his response, Andrew Eason has not suggested any 
immediate change, but has pointed out that it is still intended to make more substantive 
changes to this junction in the future. We will write to enquire what these changes will 
be, and it is suggested that Almond councillors do likewise. The argument about 
improving visibility for pedestrians and cyclists has already been shown to be thin. If the 
long term plan is to move the kerb line out to the edge of the inside lane of the A8 itself, 
this would be a massive expenditure for no benefit. Additionally, the exit from this road 
onto the A8 is very close to the airport exit road, so that there will always be movement 
between lanes in this area. A letter reiterating the argument about sightlines will be 
sent. It is known that many local people are now avoiding this junction. Cllr Gardiner 
pointed out that the entire A8 was originally designed as a 70mph road, but the 
intention is to now change its character to that of a 40mph one. He pointed out that 
there is likely to be an additional access road northwards off the A8, in addition to the 
Gogar junction and the dumbbells roundabout, for the huge new development.
West Edinburgh spatial strategy – We have been asked to comment on this very 
complex report. 
Canal – A small event is being held on Saturday 2 April to install a plaque naming the 
canal bridge the Rusack Bridge. Scottish Waterways for All and the Seagull Trust are 
co-ordinating, and we have been asked to contribute to refreshments. It was felt the 
event should be supported, and once it is clear what is being provided, for whom, by 
whom, a decision will be made by email.

JW
Cllrs

RG/JW

JW

KW/JW

11 Education/Library
See item 4.3. Cllrs

12 EACC (Edinburgh Association of Community Councils
Nothing to report.

13 Communications
Since January, there have been: 
9 Tweets & retweets and one more follower; 5 Google group updates; Facebook – 27 
posts, plus responses to other concerns and queries.

14 AOCB
14.1 Edinburgh Airport Consultative Committee

More than 1,000 employment opportunities will be advertised in coming weeks, as the 
airport launches a recruitment campaign ahead of the expected recovery of travel in 
2022. Some will be with the airport itself and some with external partners.

14.2 Edinburgh Airport Noise Advisory Board (EANAB)
The long-awaited Report of the Review Panel into EANAB was published on 4 
February and discussed at an EANAB meeting on 9 February. The key elements on 
which it focuses are EANAB's purpose, structure, process, culture, and relationship 
with EAL (Edinburgh Airport Ltd). Discussion at the meeting was intentionally limited to 
the first of those, the purpose of EANAB, and the two potential interpretations of the 
word “Advisory” in its title. These are defined as being either:

1  purely informative, acting as a conduit between communities and the Airport, 
or

2  offering advice, in the form of considered opinion, recommendations and
    suggestions.  

EANAB members agreed each should address this fundamental question to their 
respective organisations and report the views of those bodies back to EANAB, so that 
the Board might proceed with subsequent analysis of the Report's recommendations 
based on a clear understanding of its purpose. The Report, notes and an explanatory 
email were circulated to all RADCC members and ex officio members on 11 February.
There was extensive discussion with all RADCC members taking the opportunity to 
share their views. EAL has statutory responsibilities which it was felt should not be 
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delegated to another body, and there seems little point in replicating what EAL should 
be doing. For EANAB to offer analysis and review of technical matters would require a 
great deal of training, and the issue of insurance would have to be considered.  One 
suggestion was that EANAB could be more “hard-nosed” and willing to put pressure on 
EAL, without necessarily requiring more technical expertise. It was pointed out that the 
part of the report dealing with structure suggests that membership of EANAB should be 
widened to include elected members, or members with some authority, who can bring 
pressure to bear on EAL and on local or national government. It was also suggested 
that if it continues as a conduit, EAL should be obliged to fund a variety of means of 
raising the profile of EANAB; this, too, is recognised elsewhere in the Report. There 
was a strong feeling that EAL has not taken seriously many of the issues taken to them 
by EANAB, with the exception of the WHO recommendations concerning noise and 
health. Again, this could be addressed by including elected members in its make-up. 
However, the benefits that the airport brings to the community were recognised, in 
terms of both the economy and local employment.
The consensus was strongly in favour of the first option, ie that EANAB's role should be 
advisory, acting as a conduit between EAL and the public. A note summarising the 
views expressed will be prepared and reviewed by RADCC members before being 
forwarded to EANAB.

RG

14.3 Funding
Almond NP has funds, the next year begins on 1 April, but any requests for funding 
should be submitted asap.
Edinburgh Airport usually provides funds to various initiatives from money generated by 
parking charges, eg it usually supports the Gala Day with £500, but it may not be doing 
so this year. Requests should still be submitted in any case.
Vocal is giving grants to support unpaid carers in local communities. We have 
highlighted this on social media and via our Googlegroup; all are encouraged to pass 
details to anyone who may be interested. ALL

14.4 Canal path
Much work has been done on cutting back vegetation and clearing the canal path, Cllr 
Webber was thanked for following this up. It was confirmed that Scottish Waterways are 
dredging a whole section of the canal, and are doing significant path clearing at the 
same time.

15 Next meeting 21 March 2022 – Will be held in person, at Ratho Community Centre.

15.1 Dates of future meetings
Unless otherwise indicated, all RADCC meetings take place on the 3rd Monday of each 
month, in Ratho Community Centre or online via MS Teams, and start at 7.15pm.
2022
21 March 18 July 17 October
18 April 15 August 21 November
16 May 19 September 19 December
20 June
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