
Approved minutes March 2022 Ratho & District Community Council

Minutes of meeting of the RADCC held on Monday 21 March 2022 at 7.15pm, at Ratho Community Centre

Present: J Wightman (Chair), K Watt, R Godfree, E Gray, J Couper
In attendance: D Johnston, A Kvassness
Apologies: Cllrs S Webber, G Bruce, N Gardiner

Action
1 Welcome

All were welcomed to the meeting.
2 Apologies

As above.
3 Minutes of previous meeting

The minutes of meeting of 21 February 2022 were approved.
Proposed: R Godfree Seconded: K Watt

4
4.1

4.2
4.3

4.4

Previous meeting action points outstanding & not elsewhere on Agenda
(4.1) Narrow section of Bonnington Road (B7030) – Letter not sent from RADCC to 
CEC, but personal letter sent by R Godfree to West Lothian councillors.
(6) Donation in memory of Dee Hunter – Donation sent and receipt received.
(8) Blocked gullies North Street etc - No permanent solution appears to have been 
implemented as far as is known, but the gullies were cleared.
(10.2) West Edinburgh Spatial Strategy – The Chair has not had time to consider this 
lengthy and complex document. 

5 Elected members' reports
5.1 Cllr Gardiner (report received post-meeting)

Ratho Library and Nursery is going out for tender to contractors. The tender package 
had to be reworked due to industry-wide construction price inflation, caused by labour 
and material supply issues associated with Brexit and the pandemic. Site start is 
anticipated this summer and the project is due to be delivered in August 2023.
The Chief Planning Officer is examining the information provided by R Godfree for 
EANAB regarding the airport environmental area and will respond directly (see 14.2).
Cllr Gardiner has asked Environmental Officers to look at issues associated with the 
septic tank at Ratho Park Carvery.
He has asked for a check of neighbour notifications for the nursery at Dalmahoy (see 
9.7).
The planning portal shows no application received for the Concrete Works/Bairdview.
Cllr Gardiner communicated with officers about the waterlogged area between the 
school and North Street, which resulted in action.

6 Chair's report
Councillors from Almond and Pentland Hills retiring at the forthcoming elections are: 
Ricky Henderson, Sue Webber, Graham Hutchison.
In addition to Councillors not retiring new candidates named to date are: 
Almond – Andrew Brough (Green), Fred Hessler (Lab), James Hill (Con), Lewis Younie 
(LibDem)
Pentland – Emma Gilchrist (Con), Fraser Graham (LibDem), Stephen Jenkinson (Lab), 
Ross Muller (Green)
An invitation has been received to the Lord Provost's Garden Party. This will go to 
K Watt, who was due to attend two years ago but it was cancelled, as was last year's.

7 Treasurer's report
As mentioned at 4.2, a donation of £100 in memory of Dee Hunter was made to 
Blythswood Care. 
£100 was sent to Scottish Waterways for All, as a contribution towards refreshments at 
the Ronnie Rusack bridge naming ceremony (see 10).
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8 Secretary's report 
The polling station for Ratho Station and Newbridge has been changed from Hillwood 
PS to Newbridge Bowling Club. Residents who cannot reach the polling station are 
advised to apply for a postal vote (deadline for application is 26 April 2022).
The Scottish Government has extended the ban on in-person planning consultation 
events until 1st October 2022.
D Johnson of Newbridge & Ratho Station Community Association requested various 
contact numbers so that he can deal with any problems in Ratho Station and 
Newbridge directly, and these have been provided.
The Rector at St Mary's, Dalmahoy has asked if there are any informal programmes in 
Ratho to help people with energy/electric payment cards as prices and general costs go 
up. The Green Room in Kirknewton has received a grant of £2,000, which will pay for 2 
months of bills for those with cards in Kirknewton. St Mary's would like to help Ratho in 
a similar way; they are already helping Kirknewton with this as individuals and as a 
congregation. It was suggested the Community Centre may be able to identify some 
families with children who could benefit, but it was not clear how best to find individuals. 
There was concern that some Kirknewton recipients' personal details may not have 
been protected. To be investigated further, as the email had only just arrived.

DJ

KW/JW
9 Planning
9.1 Domestic dwellings – Members were reminded that we do not comment on domestic 

dwellings unless someone asks directly, or there is material consideration. 
9.2 Wilkieston Road – We asked Allan Hoad, Transport Officer, for sight of the final plans 

for crossings and traffic calming measures so that we may comment before they are 
implemented. A Kvassness had had sight of some plans, and was concerned about the 
proposal to build a 1.5m high wall behind the bus stop. She will discuss any proposals 
received with other Living Streets members and note down their concerns for the Chair. 
A Hoad will be contacted again mid-April to check on progress. (Post-meeting note:  
Allan Hoad has now advised that it is not his intention to build such a wall.)

AK

JW

9.3 PAN Bonnington Quarry, Tarmac – There has been no feedback since the 
consultation event on 21 February although there has been some conversation in 
Bonnington village about the location of the proposed asphalt plant, for which they 
already have planning permission (the recent application is for its “relocation”). There 
are some concerns about night operation in terms of odour and noise. The location will 
be confirmed when a formal application is submitted, and they will be asked for a clear 
statement of exactly what night operating hours are planned.
It was noted that Hillwood Quarry is displaying an “Asphalt2Go” sign, which is fairly 
new, and there has been a substantial increase in lorry traffic. Lorries coming out seem 
emptier than those going in.

9.4 3 houses, Ratho Hall – We have confirmed that we will make no comment on the 
proposal for 3 houses at Ratho Hall which are replacing derelict sheds, as we had no 
objections and it was understood that neighbours' concerns have been resolved. The 
track up to/over South Platt Hill is an established right of way; the owner of the land 
appears to be Tarmac, as shown in their recent planning application.

9.5 PAN hotel, East Mains Holdings, Ingliston – Consultation date still to be confirmed. 
(Post-meeting note: now confirmed as 5 April 2022 between 3.00 – 7.00pm)

9.6 Change of use, paintball site to Woodland Nursery – As discussed at the last 
meeting, we have objected on grounds of difficult access/traffic issues.

9.7 Application for nursery at St Mary's Church Centre – This site is not beside the 
church, but is on the opposite side of the A71, near the rectory and Planet Flowers. We 
have objected on grounds of traffic concerns. 

9.8 Wave Garden update – Update received saying that current works on the site are a 
prelude to main construction next month, ie April. They will give us details of the full 
programme whenever it is available. They are hoping to get agreement for a greener 
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approach, with lower carbon footprint and less noise. Observers note the only work at 
the moment appears to be more boreholes, which suggests further investigation. 

9.9 Taylor Wimpey, Ratho Station – Taylor Wimpey are shortly to begin tree felling and 
archaeological investigations, but there are safety restrictions accessing the site from 
the A8 due to a gas main. Until there is agreement with Scottish Gas about how to 
protect the gas main, for the purposes of tree felling and archaeological investigation 
only, they propose to access the site via Hillwood Terrace. Full details have been 
provided, and D Johnston has been in contact with Taylor Wimpey to outline residents' 
concerns. If it turns out that they cannot cross the gas main, they would have to revisit 
site access plans and apply for a variation. It was also confirmed that they are 
employing an ornithologist onsite, who will have the final say on nesting implications on 
trees identified to be felled. Felled trees will be stored on site for now.

10 Transport/Roads
A letter to CEC re Gogarstone Road has been drafted, but will be shortened and 
sharpened up before sending.
Some of the potholes in Harvest Road have been dealt with, but not all.
The ceremony to formally name the Rusack Bridge will take place on 2 April at 9.30am. 
As noted at 7 above, we have contributed towards refreshments, and the Chair and 
Secretary have been invited to attend. Tickets are available from Eventbrite.
Canal Flotilla 200 will take place 20-22 May 2022. All sorts of activities are planned, 
Scouts and Guides will be involved, and the School Glee Club will be singing.

RG/JW

11 Education/Library
There will be a presentation on the proposed West Edinburgh High School at our next 
meeting. As the meeting will be online, anyone who wishes to attend that part of the 
meeting should be able to do so.
Early years/library update – see 5.1 above.

12 EACC (Edinburgh Association of Community Councils
At the moment, EACC is getting no funding at all, for administrative reasons. It was 
agreed, with one abstention, to make a one-off donation of £20 towards its continuing 
function. 

13 Communications
Since February, there have been: 
2 Tweets & retweets; 2 Google group updates; Facebook – 10 posts, plus responses to 
other concerns and queries.

14 AOCB
14.1 Edinburgh Airport Consultative Committee

The Scottish Government Reporter has sent his report on the airport relief road to 
Ministers. The intention, as indicated on their website, is to make a decision this month. 

14.2 Edinburgh Airport Noise Advisory Board (EANAB)
A process has been established whereby a facilitator will hold a series of meetings with 
EANAB members in small groups, probably 3 meetings of 5 members each, to discuss 
the Review Panel report. It is now three weeks since EANAB last met, and nothing 
further has been heard. Following circulation of the report, members were to take it to 
their own organisations and feed back the view of each regarding the purpose of 
EANAB. It is believed that only three have done so to date.
Edinburgh Airport Ltd (EAL) are responsible for carrying out noise contour mapping, 
which they have done down to the 51dB level. As part of the Airspace Change 
Programme (ACP), EAL will be producing new contour maps. EANAB asked EAL if 
their mathematical modelling could be adjusted to go down to 41dB, in line with the 
World Health Organisation (WHO) recommendation, adopted by most European 
countries, that residential properties should not be built within a 40dB limit. EAL have 
responded that they are only required to record to 51dB. In autumn 2021, EANAB 
suggested to West Lothian and Edinburgh Councils that they adopt the WHO 
guidelines as policy, but nothing further has been heard (see 5.1). The approximate 
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location of a 41dB contour can reasonably be extrapolated from current data, and 
would impact on a number of current and proposed developments. 
R Godfree will remain as our representative on EANAB until such time as its future is 
made clear.

14.3 Jubilee celebration
Graham Bucknall of the Bridge Inn has asked if there are any plans for a lunch or other 
community event for the Platinum Jubilee. As the Jubilee weekend is immediately prior 
to our Gala week and we are not aware of any plans, we will suggest that he go ahead 
and arrange any kind of event that he wishes.

JW

14.4 Future meetings
Although there was at least one view that all meetings should now be held in person, it 
was recognised that holding meetings online enables more councillors to participate, 
and suits some people better, although one member has problems with Teams. It was 
proposed that a mixture of in person and online would be appropriate. The April, June 
and July meetings will be online, and the May meeting, our AGM, will be in person. It 
was hoped to have at least one meeting in the Church Hall, which may be in 
September.

15 Next meeting – As 18 April is Easter Monday, it was agreed to move the scheduled 
meeting to Tuesday 19 April, and hold it online. All members to be informed asap. KW

15.1 Dates of future meetings
Unless otherwise indicated, all RADCC meetings take place on the 3rd Monday of each 
month, in Ratho Community Centre or online via MS Teams, and start at 7.15pm.
2022
19 April (note date change) – online 18 July – online 17 October
16 May – in person 15 August 21 November
20 June – online 19 September 19 December
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