
Approved minutes April 2022 Ratho & District Community Council

Minutes of meeting of the RADCC held on Tuesday 19 April 2022 at 7.15pm, online via MS Teams

Present: J Wightman (Chair), K Watt, R Godfree, E Gray, P Taylor, J Couper
In attendance: Elaine Watson (item 3), Cllrs G Bruce, N Gardiner, R Henderson 
Apologies: D Johnston, Cllrs G Hutchison, N Work

Action
1 Welcome

All were welcomed to the meeting, and were reminded that the CC remains apolitical. 
2 Apologies

As above.
3 Elaine Watson, Learning Estate Planning Officer (EW)

Presentation: Developing a strategy for the learning estate in West Edinburgh.
(PS = primary school, HS = high/secondary school)
EW was pleased to be invited to the meeting, as part of the Learning Estate Planning 
Team's  engagement with communities forming part of the Queensferry and 
Craigmount catchment areas. The 3 key issues are: Primary School (PS) provision in 
Queensferry; High School (HS) provision for Kirkliston; and HS provision for the new 
PS at Maybury. 
HS provision for Kirkliston may affect Hillwood PS. The new Queensferry HS has 
capacity for 1,200, long-term projections forecast the roll to increase to 1,700+. In 
November 2016 CEC accepted that capacity of a new Queensferry HS was linked to 
delivery of a new West Edinburgh HS and a catchment change, most likely affecting 
Kirkliston PS. A HS for Kirkliston alone would have around 500 pupils. 
The new 21-class Maybury PS is due to open in August 2024. It is currently aligned to 
Craigmount HS, which is projected to exceed capacity in 2027. This alignment is a 
short-term arrangement, and community views are sought as to whether this should 
become permanent. City Plan 2030 directs significant housing growth to west 
Edinburgh that will require additional school provision, and at least one, possibly two, 
high schools will be required.
Hillwood PS is a 4-class school with community centre and is currently aligned to 
Craigmount HS. Additional PS accommodation will be required for approved and 
potential developments, but also an additional HS. It may make sense for Hillwood to 
continue to feed to Craigmount, but it has also been suggested that Hillwood could feed 
into a new HS in Kirkliston.
There have been meetings with affected schools and their parent council Chairs, as 
well as meetings with community councils (some still to be held). Working groups are 
being established with cluster schools, and local elected members are being fully 
briefed. Working groups will not be decision-making, but will collate views and report 
back to the committee – as they wish this engagement to be meaningful, it will take as 
long as it takes.
EW responded to various questions:
Re representation on working groups – for this area, the main issue is whether Hillwood 
PS should feed to a new West Edinburgh HS or to Kirkliston; this may mean looking for 
representatives for two working groups. All schools and CCs are being asked to 
nominate 2 representatives for each PS. 
The proposal for Redheughs Village includes a PS, and as it now has planning 
permission will form part of the land audit. Ultimately, where that PS feeds to will be 
subject to a similar engagement, there are several options and nothing is yet decided.
It is not yet known where the new West Edinburgh HS will be sited.
The Taylor Wimpey development at Ratho Station has been taken into account, as it is 
part of the current Strategic Plan.
Cllr Gardiner understood there will be a HS in the new West Town; EW confirmed that 
is the case, but not a specific site as yet. She also confirmed that new HS's have a 
community focus.
There is no anticipation that Ratho PS would feed to anywhere other than Balerno.
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The timescale for completion of West Town is not known. The plan is yet to be fully 
adopted, but once that is done it could move quite quickly.
Cllr Gardiner noted that CEC faces a big choice regarding whether to extend 
Craigmount or develop another school. The decision must accommodate predicted 
growth.
It was suggested that, given this affects Ratho Station, it would be preferable for us to 
get representatives from Ratho Station and Newbridge to meet with EW and clarify 
what participation in a working group would involve. The Chair will speak to the Head 
Teacher of Hillwood PS to identify reps, and a meeting can be set up. EW will forward 
the dates already arranged for meetings.
EW was asked if she had any further information about the Early Years Centre & library 
in Ratho. She confirmed that it went out to tender last month, they are looking to 
appoint a builder by end of June, to be on site in August. She will inform us as soon as 
she has any concrete details. It is still hoped that it will open in August 2023, but prices 
of materials and energy are so volatile at the moment it is difficult to guarantee.
Concerning any change regarding faith schools in west Edinburgh, EW replied that in 
terms of pupil generation rates, there is a requirement for a new Catholic school, but 
there would have to be engagement to see if there is actually a need.
EW was thanked for her time and for responding to all the matters raised. 

JW
EW

EW

4 Minutes of previous meeting
The minutes of meeting of 21 March 2022 were approved.
Proposed: J Couper Seconded: R Godfree

5 Elected members' reports
5.1 Cllr Bruce – Nothing further to report on Dalmahoy junction or speed reduction 

measures on Wilkieston Road. He will follow these matters up with Allan Hoad. GB
5.2 Cllr Henderson – As he will be retiring at the forthcoming elections, this was his last 

attendance at a RADCC meeting. He thanked all members for their efforts. It had been 
been a privilege to represent the community and he wished RADCC well in the future.

5.3 Cllr Gardiner – Nothing in particular to report. He too noted that it had been a pleasure 
to serve Ratho & District, whether or not he is re-elected.

5.4 Cllr Work – Reported that he had requested the removal of a caravan base, from an 
abandoned caravan, from the car park at the top of Hillwood Rise in Ratho Station. He 
also noted that a paved area behind the bank in Newbridge is being tidied up, after 
enquiries revealed that this area was under housing, not parks and greenspace.

6 Chair's report
The Chair thanked our known retiring councillors, Ricky Henderson, Sue Webber and 
Graham Hutchison, for all that they have done in serving the community during their 
terms of office.

7 Treasurer's report
Following agreement at the March meeting, a £20 donation was made to EACC 
(Edinburgh Association of Community Councils). 
A cheque for £100 was sent to “Scottish Waterways for All” as a donation towards 
refreshments at the Rusack’s Bridge-naming ceremony. It was subsequently returned 
due to changes in the recipient's financial arrangements and has been reissued to 
“Lowlands Canals Volunteer Group”. 
£100 has been donated to Ratho Gala Day. 
Notification has been received from our insurance brokers that this year's renewal, due 
on 1st May, will be £82.54 (up from £77.79 last year).
Royal Bank of Scotland (RBS) have informed us that cheque books are no longer 
available for our account and we need to consider a different type of account if we wish 
to continue to use a cheque book. A non-interest bearing Business Current Account 
remains an option, but RBS states that opening a new account with conditional two 
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signatory protection can take a number of weeks. Bank of Scotland (HBOS) offers an 
account which would include a cheque book and an online banking facility, which can 
be set up for dual signing off of payments. Members agreed the latter was the preferred 
option, and this new account will be put in place as soon as possible.
Last year's accounts have been prepared and will go to the Auditor/Examiner asap.

RG/JW/
KW
JW

8 Secretary's report 
Most recent activity has been informing residents about road and motorway works, and 
issuing updates. Work on the A89 will not now start till 2nd May (subsequently reverting 
to 25 April). The Actively Managed Hard Shoulder for Buses, operating on the M8 
eastbound between Claylands and Hermiston Gait, will start on 21st April. 

9 Planning
9.1 Redheughs Village – This development of 1,350 houses at the north end of the 

Garden District has planning permission, but a start date has not yet been confirmed.
9.2 Wave Garden – We were told that a contract would be issued in January and work 

would begin shortly thereafter but there appears to have been no activity other than 
boreholes. The scheme was approved in July 2019, and there is a 3-year expiry date 
for planning permission.
Going back to 2015 and restoration of Craigpark Quarry to form a country park, a bond 
was in place for five years. According to the Planning Dept several years ago, the 
country park had been completed, but there has been no maintenance of paths etc. It 
was determined that the Planning Dept should be asked, if a planning consent is 
awarded on the basis of conditions such as annual maintenance, whether CEC monitor 
this and if so, how often. We would wish to get some commitment to this, and 
preferably a date. It was noted that approval dates from the signing of the legal 
agreement, and this was delayed, seemingly with fault on both sides. We will try again 
to get clarification from Tartan Leisure, and we will also put our concerns regarding 
monitoring to Cllr Gardiner who can follow up with Planning.

JW

RG/NG

9.3 Taylor Wimpey – Some tree felling has taken place. It is believed they are in week 4 of 
6. We will try to find out what is happening from D Johnston. JW

9.4 Land to west of West Croft – An amended application has been submitted, to change 
the layout, there has been one objection so far. 

9.5 West Town – Two PANs have been submitted: the first is a PPP for the proposed new 
neighbourhood, and the second is for full PP for Phase 1. There will be an open 
session online on Thursday 12th May. Once the developers have digested comments 
and feedback there will be a second PAN, with public meetings and possibly 
consultations with local people. We will advertise any notifications received.

9.6 Dalmahoy Farms Estate – Application for a 3-bed house for “countryside workers”, 
with a new access road off A71. There are 9 objections and 1 supporting so far. It is 
unclear whether this falls under the same legislation as for “agricultural workers”. 
Details to be emailed to Cllr Gardiner to check the legislation. KW/NG

10 Transport/Roads
D Johnston and Cllr Lang had success regarding the principle of closure of Station 
Road and limitation of heavy goods vehicles. Progress will be monitored.
Nothing further from Andrew Easson re Gogarstone Road, to be followed up.
Many potholes remain on Long Dalmahoy Road, despite various road closures, 
although some of these may have been related to electricity and/or water rather than 
resurfacing. There are also still many potholes on Harvest Road.
The flotilla to celebrate the 200th anniversary of the canal will take place 20-22 May. 
Boats will dock from lunchtime on the Friday, then set off to Linlithgow on Saturday.

DJ
JW

11 Education/Library
See item 3.
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12 EACC (Edinburgh Association of Community Councils
The next meeting will be on 27 May 2022.  

13 Communications
Since March, there have been: 
9 Tweets & retweets; 3 Google group updates; Facebook – 8 posts, plus responses to 
other concerns and queries.

14 AOCB
14.1 Edinburgh Airport Consultative Committee

The next meeting will be held in May 2022. 
14.2 Edinburgh Airport Noise Advisory Board (EANAB)

The first of the meetings with the mediator described in the last minutes is believed to 
be scheduled for 1st May. Matters are progressing very slowly. 

14.3 Next meeting
The next meeting, on 16 May 2022, will be preceded by the AGM and will take place in 
person, at Ratho Community Centre.

15 Dates of future meetings
Unless otherwise indicated, all RADCC meetings take place on the 3rd Monday of each 
month, in Ratho Community Centre or online via MS Teams, and start at 7.15pm.
2022
16 May – in person 15 August 21 November
20 June – online 19 September 19 December
18 July – online 17 October
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