
Approved minutes June 2022 Ratho & District Community Council

Minutes of meeting of the RADCC held on Monday 20 June 2022 at 7.15pm, online via MS Teams

Present: J Wightman (Chair), K Watt, R Godfree, E Gray, A Kvassness, D Johnson
In attendance: Cllrs L Younie, F Glasgow, S Jenkinson
Apologies: P Taylor, J Couper, Cllr G Bruce

Action
1 Introduction

All were welcomed to the meeting.
2 Apologies

As above.
3 Minutes of previous meeting

The minutes of meeting of 16 May 2022 were approved. Noted that in 13.1 the word 
“improving” implied a value judgement, but it was a report of the speaker's terminology.
Proposed: K Watt Seconded: E Gray

4 Elected members' reports
4.1 Cllr Younie – This month had been casework-heavy, dealing with a number of issues, 

especially around housing. He also attended his first two committees. 
The Winter Festivals contract was scrutinised at Finance & Resources Committee; it 
includes an objective to disperse activities and events throughout the wider area rather 
than be concentrated in the city centre. Officers are keen to take forward responses 
from the consultation suggesting that it is expensive, overcrowded etc, but there are no 
specific suggestions as yet. J Wightman reported this had been discussed at EACC but 
it was felt that if there is not a reasonable bus service to an outlying area such as 
Ratho, people cannot be expected to make the trip.

4.2 Cllr Glasgow – Spent time at community events, including the Canal 200th anniversary 
celebrations and Ratho Gala Day, both excellent events, and organisers were 
congratulated. She has received very few direct approaches from residents. She is 
creating a notice with her contact details for noticeboards. K Watt has put a notice up in 
Ratho with Pentland councillors' details, including which committees they are on, and 
passed a similar notice on Almond councillors to D Johnson for Ratho Station's board.

4.3 Cllr Jenkinson – Has been looking at various issues that will come up later in the 
meeting, particularly around planning, and there have been communications about the 
Dalmahoy junction. There had been another accident last week, and the need for action 
is urgent. To avoid going over old ground, Cllr Jenkinson suggested a history of what 
has happened regarding the junction, with a timeline, would be helpful for all the new 
councillors. This will be provided by the September meeting. JW/KW

4.4 Cllr Bruce (report received post-meeting)
Traffic calming measures, Wilkieston Road – Allan Hoad met with design engineers on 
16 June to go over the submitted final drawings, to identify any errors or omissions 
from the brief. They will then submit revised (if any) drawings for Road Safety Audit and 
once that is received, a tender will be pursued. They are unable to give timescales at  
the moment as they are still encountering challenges with potential contractors. It is  
hoped that tender documents will go out by the autumn.

5 Chair's report
Most issues are covered elsewhere. She was pleased that several councillors were 
able to attend Ratho Gala, and police also had a presence all day. Sadly there was no 
plant sale this year, due to Mike Hicks's illness.

6 Treasurer's report
A copy of the audited accounts for the year to end March 2002 has been forwarded to 
CEC by email and post, no acknowledgement yet received.
As previously reported, a new account has been opened with Bank of Scotland, and 
£5,500 transferred into it. It was decided not to close the RBS account until the annual 
CEC grant is received in the coming weeks. Once that payment is received, all 
remaining funds will be transferred to the new account and the RBS one closed.
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7 Secretary's report 
Most matters dealt with elsewhere. As mentioned at 4.2, notices with councillor details 
have been prepared and placed on noticeboards.
QCCC (Queensferry Churches Care in the Community) is restarting the lunch club for 
older people from Ratho, Ratho Station and Newbridge on the first and third Thursdays 
of the month, in Ratho Community Centre. Publicised this on Facebook and via the 
Google Group, and notices for this week's lunch emailed to NARSCA.
Publicised temporary library arrangements while library bus is off road awaiting MOT.
Attended Platinum Jubilee celebration in the Community Centre for older user groups.
The flotilla celebrating the 200th anniversary of the Union Canal stopped overnight in 
Ratho. There was an interesting exhibition in the Seagull Trust offices, including a 
collage by school pupils, and the Glee Club performed on the Saturday morning.

8 Planning
8.1 General – For the benefit of new councillors, it was explained that RADCC makes no 

formal response to pre-application notices (PANs), as we do not wish to be seen to 
support or undermine any proposal in any way. We await formal applications before 
commenting. Anything that is “promised” at PAN stage needs to be included in 
conditions of approving the application. Cllr Gardner to be asked if he knows when the 
City Plan 2030 is likely to be returned by ministers, and when we will find out what is 
definitely included in it.

JW/NG

8.2 Wave Garden – J Wightman and K Watt are meeting with Tartan Leisure on 22 June, 
and will press them to keep the community advised on progress. Cllr Glasgow has had 
a fact-finding meeting with them, Cllr Jenkinson is due to meet with them on 11 July. 
Their email to Cllr Jenkinson stated they are planning to start work on site on 4 July. 
A Kvassness asked if they were aware that the quarry contains many “invasive newts”, 
which should not be protected. Noted that an environmental survey was carried out, as 
is obligatory, and if a protected species is found, it cannot be made public. Also noted 
that CEC do not appear to carry out any ongoing monitoring. 

8.3 Taylor Wimpey, Lauder Grove (Ratho Station) – Houses for sale are being 
advertised already. D Johnson has been told that they plan to start in September, it has 
not been as easy as anticipated to resolve the issue re the gas main. Estimated 
construction time for delivering the development is two years.
Taylor Wimpey have confirmed: that the architectural survey is complete; tree stumps 
can now be removed; Hillwood Rise is still being used for access; there is no Sunday 
working; and portaloos will be set up. Nothing was said about the next stage. 
Cllr Younie added that their Customer Service Director has been very responsive and is 
eager to engage. 

8.4 Land to west of West Croft – Awaiting assessment.

8.5 6 houses at Castle Gogar – Awaiting assessment.

8.6 Norton Mains – Online PAN running 28/6/22 – 22/7/22, with an interactive session on 
28 June from 3.00-7.00pm. The website is not at all informative, and it is hoped will be 
expanded before 28 June. There will be a second PAN in August, which should give 
more details. We have asked the developer's agent to extend leafleting to neighbouring 
properties and requested posters for the noticeboards. It has been publicised on 
Facebook and the Google Group.
A Kvassness questioned why houses would be considered for this plot, as it is classed 
as high value agricultural land. In terms of the carbon budget, it would make more 
sense to retain it for farming. RADCC has always preferred to support development on 
brownfield sites, where possible.

8.7 West Town
There have been two PANs for this, but we do not expect to hear anything further until 
the City Plan is confirmed. Both are intended to have second PANs. 
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8.8 Countryside/agricultural workers
In a designated agricultural area, new housing must be for agricultural workers.  CEC 
also apply this condition to the Countryside Area. 

8.9 Proposed development near West Town
Notification has been received of another development, near West Town, but as it is on 
the east side of the railway line, ie not within our area, we submitted no requests for 
additional publicity.

9 Transport/Roads
We have written to Andrew Easson asking if there is a date yet for installation of the 
agreed crossing at Dalmahoy junction. 
Some of the pot holes in Harvest Road have been marked with yellow, but not all, even 
though others – presumably not yet deep enough to warrant attention – are nearby.
Similar road markings on the B7030 have been seen recently, presumably some work 
is planned, but we have received no notification.
Regarding Gogarstone Road/A8 junction, a letter has been drafted enquiring who is 
now in charge, and requesting a meeting with that person, preferably on site. We 
consider that the junction remains a hazard.  
Nothing more has been heard about traffic calming measures. (Post-meeting note – 
see 4.4)
A Kvassness asked how the new Council will improve bus routes to Ratho, in light of 
removal of the bus lane on the A8. She was reminded that buses are privately 
operated, and that removal of the bus lane has met approval from Ratho Station 
residents. It was possible that it may increase “rat running” through the village, 
especially during the Highland Show and upcoming rail strike days. 
Parts of Ransfield Road were resurfaced on 5 June, but not the whole road. We did not 
receive notification, and it is no longer clear who is the responsible officer. 
Resurfacing of the A89 has gone well, and comment about the phasing of the lights at 
Newbridge was attended to promptly. 

RG/JW

10 Education/Library
There has been nothing more from Elaine Watson about meetings of representatives 
for discussions re the West Edinburgh high school. Cllr Younie will ask Cllr Young to 
either come to the next meeting or provide an update. D Johnson is having a meeting 
with the Head of Hillwood Primary soon, and will let Cllr Younie know if she has any 
further information.
There has been nothing further on the Early Years/Library building. Cllr Jenkinson 
noted that the last update from CEC was that they are looking to appoint a main 
contractor in June, start work in September and complete in 2023. He would follow this 
up and report back. 

LY

DJ

SJ

11 EACC (Edinburgh Association of Community Councils
Will report at next meeting.

12 Communications
Since May, there have been: 
6 Tweets & retweets; 6 Google group updates; Facebook – 19 posts, plus responses to 
various concerns and queries. Frequent updates of noticeboards with details of recent 
events etc, and relevant items sent to D Johnson for Ratho Station noticeboard. 
Newbridge noticeboard has not been updated, to be followed up. DJ

13 AOCB
13.1 Edinburgh Airport Consultative Committee

Nothing to report, next meeting in August.
13.2 Edinburgh Airport Noise Advisory Board (EANAB)

A series of meetings managed by a mediator began in May, firstly with 3 meetings, 
each with around one third of the membership, followed by 3 meetings open to all 
members. On 8 June a “mediation statement” was issued, generally recording the 
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findings of the meetings and giving information on subsequent projected activities. The 
statement refers to key dates at the beginning of August and October, but there is no 
clarity as to primary objectives and/or a working programme to achieve expectations by 
these dates. An email received the previous day suggests that the process will not be 
completed until the end of the year. Opinion was canvassed among EANAB members 
as to whether the mediation statement should be circulated to the organisations to 
which members belong, and the conclusion was that it would be inappropriate, due to 
issues of confidentiality. R Godfree felt strongly that members should be able to tell 
their organisations what was happening and report their views back to EANAB. He had 
hoped the process would be completed by last month, and was prepared to carry on 
until the autumn, but if another volunteer was ready to come forward he would be 
happy for them to do so, and would fully brief them. It is understood that one individual 
is prepared to take on the role, and it was suggested that the August meeting would be 
a good point at which to meet, with the new person taking over in September.
It was pointed out that a facilitator, rather than a mediator, would have been a more 
logical choice. There has been conflict between mediating about differences that 
happened in the past, and what EANAB should be doing in the future. The purpose of 
EANAB has really not been dealt with. 

13.3 Planning queries – Cllr Gardner had responded to queries from two meetings ago 
regarding the completion and maintenance of the public park within the Wave Garden 
applications, specifically about conditions of approving planning applications, and how 
those conditions have been superseded. It is detailed and requires thorough reading, 
and may raise further questions. To be followed up offline. JW/RG

13.4 Potholes – J Wightman was concerned about potholes in Newbridge, those in 
Riverside were the worst she had seen. In the next few months, efforts would be made 
to identify where there are significant potholes.

13.5 Special Education Teacher – Ratho Primary is in the process of recruiting a Special 
Education Teacher, the post having been subject to a recruitment freeze since the 
previous teacher left in the spring. 

13.6 Meetings – The July meeting will be held online. It was suggested that around every 
third meeting should be in person. Meeting dates for 2023 will be added asap. EG/KW

14 Dates of future meetings
Unless otherwise indicated, all RADCC meetings take place on the 3rd Monday of each 
month, in Ratho Community Centre or online via MS Teams, and start at 7.15pm.
2022
18 July – online 17 October
15 August 21 November
19 September 19 December
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