
Approved minutes July 2022 Ratho & District Community Council

Minutes of meeting of the RADCC held on Monday 18 July 2022 at 7.15pm, online via MS Teams

Present: J Wightman (Chair), K Watt, R Godfree, S Bisset, J Couper, E Gray
In attendance: Cllr F Glasgow
Apologies: P Taylor, D Johnson, Cllrs G Bruce, S Jenkinson, L Younie, N Work, N Gardiner

Action
1 Introduction

All were welcomed to the meeting.
2 Apologies

As above.
3 Minutes of previous meeting

The minutes of meeting of 20 June 2022 were approved. 
Proposed: R Godfree Seconded: K Watt

4
4.1

4.2

4.3

4.4

4.5

4.6

Previous meeting action points not elsewhere on the agenda
(4.3) Timeline of actions/communications re Dalmahoy junction – This was sent to Cllr 
Jenkinson.
(8.1) Finalisation of City Plan 2030 – Cllr Glasgow reported that there appears to be a 
delay, due to the new partnership on the Council. There is some of talk of delay until 
the end of the year, although some colleagues are trying to move it along more quickly.
(9) Gogarstone Road/A8 junction – Letter to Andrew Easson requesting a meeting with 
the new person in charge has been drafted, to be finalised and sent out.
(10) Library/Early Years building – Cllrs Jenkinson and Bruce have both reported that 
CEC expect to appoint a contractor this month and it is hoped that construction will start 
in September 2022, with completion expected summer 2023.
(10) West Edinburgh high school – Nothing more has been heard about a meeting, 
probably due to holidays. To be followed up at next meeting. It is important for Ratho 
Station/Newbridge to have representation at any future meetings.
(12) Ratho Station noticeboard – To be updated as appropriate.  Also Newbridge.

JW

LY

DJ
5 Elected members' reports
5.1 Cllr Glasgow – There was a full Council meeting at the end of June, and they then 

went into recess. She has not had much contact with residents from the Ratho area. 
She has been contacted by the Wave Garden developers and by Tarmac Lafarge, who 
are keen for her to make a site visit. 

5.2 Cllr Work – Reported delayed night works on the M9 junction at Newbridge. He has 
received a list of events at Ingliston which can be passed on.

5.3 Cllr Jenkinson – Following reports from Dalmahoy residents, Cllr Jenkinson found that 
cameras mounted on street lights at the junction were put up by police, and CEC 
officers were unaware of this. They have now been removed, but he has been unable 
to establish their purpose. Also reported re library/early years centre, see 4.4.

6 Chair's report
The reason RADCC meets in July when other CCs do not, is that on more than one 
occasion, a planning application came out on 1 July, with limited time for comment.

7 Treasurer's report
No activity this month, apart from a query from CEC regarding the Auditor's signature 
on the accounts being effectively illegible. Normally, the copy sent to CEC has typed 
names of auditor, Chair and Treasurer, but for some reason these were omitted. It is 
being dealt with, but as the Auditor currently has Covid and the Chair is about to go on 
holiday, it may not be rectified until August or later.

8 Secretary's report 
PAN consultation events have been publicised. Also shared, especially with Craigpark 
Quarry Residents via their Facebook group, were planning applications for Bonnington 
Mains Quarry, and guidance to residents on how to comment via the planning portal.

www.radcc.org and www.twitter.com/radcc 1

http://www.twitter.com/radcc
http://www.radcc.org/


Approved minutes July 2022 Ratho & District Community Council

Emailed CEC regarding lack of notice about scheduled roadworks, including a TTRO 
about road surfacing planned for Freelands Road. We have previously asked for 
relevant TTROs to be sent to us so that residents can be kept informed about possible 
delays. Prior to CEC reorganisation, we received such information automatically. Cllr 
Glasgow reported that Cllr Gardiner has contacted officers to rectify this situation.
Scottish Water sent a newsletter urging people to save water and to be careful at 
reservoirs, which was too long to post on Facebook.

9 Planning
9.1 Ratho North, Taylor Wimpey – No comments had been received about this PAN. A 

second PAN is due in August. 
9.2 Laurel Grove (Taylor Wimpey, Ratho Station) – Any update to be requested for next 

meeting. DJ
9.3 Bonnington Quarry – There was considerable discussion about the latest application. 

They propose to take over part of an adjacent field, currently agricultural, and use it for 
ancillary buildings, storage etc, including a welfare block. The original consent, around 
5 years ago, provided for an asphalt plant on the existing site although this was never 
installed, and the latest proposal is for re-siting it. It would consist of a tower 29.5m 
(approx. 90 ft) high, and they propose to operate it 24hrs a day. The top of the tower 
would be roughly level with the road outside Bonnington Mains Farm, and would be an 
eyesore on what is a rural landscape, within an area that has been referred to as a 
“recreational triangle” of Jupiter Artland, the International Climbing Arena, and the 
forthcoming Wave Garden. There is likely to be dust, noise and smell associated with 
the plant, as well as the possibility of increased traffic. The application states that noise 
will be within permitted levels, but in a countryside area may be very intrusive. 
Bonnington residents have held a public meeting and are not in favour, and Craigpark 
residents may also be alarmed. R Godfree is happy for his draft letter of comment to be 
circulated to CC members and anyone else interested. It was also noted that the luxury 
lodges proposed for the Wave Garden would be sitting on the eastern rim of the quarry, 
receiving the full visual and other impacts of the quarry and asphalt plant.

RG

9.4 Wave Garden – A letter from developers and Malcolm Construction has been sent to 
residents and posted on the RADCC website, confirming that funding has now been 
finalised and work was due to begin on 18 July. Much of the area will be fenced off 
during construction work, but they have confirmed a dog-walking area will be retained.

9.5 20 minute neighbourhoods – Further to the presentation from Daisy Narayanan in 
January, we have been asked for a meeting to carry out a consultation exercise on this. 
The individuals concerned will have a presence at the Ratho Picnic in the Park on 22 
July, but would like to hear the CC's views. A meeting will be arranged in due course. KW

10 Transport/Roads
The speed limit on the A71 through Wilkieston has been changed back from 20mph to 
30mph. The temporary 20mph limit was imposed during the Covid pandemic. 

11 Education/Library
See 4.4

12 EACC (Edinburgh Association of Community Councils
Progress is slow. The Secretary resigned immediately before the Edinburgh 
Partnership meeting, causing some difficulties.

13 Communications
Since June, there have been: 
10 Tweets & retweets; 5 Google group updates; Facebook – 32 posts, on 5/6 different 
Facebook pages, plus responses to various concerns and queries.

14 AOCB
14.1 Edinburgh Airport Consultative Committee

Next meeting is in August. As part of the Greater Good Sustainability Project, they are 
converting all airside vehicles from diesel to hydrotreated vegetable oil.
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14.2 Edinburgh Airport Noise Advisory Board (EANAB)
At its July meeting, there was discussion about progress in addressing the Review 
Panel's outcome and recommendations. The outcome statement has been deemed 
confidential and cannot be shared, however it contains various actions delegated to 
sub-groups with targets for presentation at the August and September meetings. A 
steering group, comprising Simon Rhodes (EAL Head of Airspace) and R Godfree, was 
set up to try to schedule a programme of activity towards completing the process.
It is suggested that EAL invite all relevant Community Councils and other organisations 
impacted by aircraft noise – generally defined as communities regularly flown over by 
aircraft below 7,000ft – with a request to nominate members for what is referred to as a 
“new EANAB”. It is still not clear what the purpose is/will be, there remains a strong 
push from some members for it to become a technical advisory group, rather than a 
conduit for aircraft noise concerns.

14.3 Defibrillator – A Craigpark resident has suggested collecting among residents to fund 
a defibrillator. £2,000 was suggested, but it is not known if that is sufficient for an 
externally placed, secure defibrillator. It was suggested that an approach could be 
made to Malcolm Construction (see 9.4) to make a donation to this, and possibly 
additional ones elsewhere. There is one inside Ratho Bowling Club, but it would be 
interesting to know what provision there is in Ratho, Ratho Station and Newbridge. SB, DJ

14.4 Next meeting – Agreed to hold the August meeting online, and meet in person in 
September, hopefully in the church hall. KW

15 Dates of future meetings
Unless otherwise indicated, all RADCC meetings take place on the 3rd Monday of each 
month, in Ratho Community Centre or online via MS Teams, and start at 7.15pm.
2022
15 August 17 October 19 December
19 September 21 November

2023
16 January 17 April 17 July 16 October
20 February 15 May 21 August 20 November
20 March 19 June 18 September 18 December

 

www.radcc.org and www.twitter.com/radcc 3

http://www.twitter.com/radcc
http://www.radcc.org/

