
Approved minutes August 2022 Ratho & District Community Council

Minutes of meeting of the RADCC held on Monday 15 August 2022 at 7.15pm, online via MS Teams

Present: J Wightman (Chair), K Watt, E Gray, R Godfree, S Bisset, D Johnston, A Kvassness
In attendance: Cllrs G Bruce, S Jenkinson, N Gardiner, F Glasgow
Apologies: P Taylor, J Couper, Cllrs L Younie, N Work 

Action

1 Introduction
Due to a power cut, some members, including the Chair, had difficulty joining/attending 
the meeting. K Watt opened the meeting and welcomed all.

2 Apologies
As above.

3 Minutes of previous meeting
The minutes of meeting of 18 July 2022 were approved, subject to the addition of E Gray 
to those present.
Proposed: R Godfree Seconded: K Watt

4 Previous meeting action points not elsewhere on the agenda
None raised.

5 Elected members' reports

5.1 Cllr Bruce – Has long been concerned about the Dalmahoy Road junction, and there was
another serious accident there that morning. He has submitted an addendum to the 
Transport & Environment Committee meeting on 18 August, supported by Cllr Jenkinson, 
strongly suggesting that the solution agreed for this junction last year needs to be 
reconsidered. Post-meeting note: T&E meeting adjourned until 1 September.

5.2 Cllr Jenkinson – Has had a meeting with the Wavegarden communications team, and 
hopes to make a site visit in the next few months. Funding is now in place, ground has 
been broken and they still hope it will be up and running by summer 2023. Progress will 
be monitored. Wavegarden operators are concerned about public transport to and from 
the site, as are EICA. Additional casework has been created by concerns about the 20 
bus service and issues over Bonnington quarry. 

5.3 Cllr Glasgow – Since the last meeting, has visited Ratho a few times to meet local 
people and also look at the sites for proposed developments. Most recent contact with 
residents has concerned public transport and potential building works.

5.4 Cllr Gardiner – The main current issue is the PAN by Taylor Wimpey for the Norton Mains
site (cemetery side of Baird Road). There had been a motion to the full Council before the
summer break to bring the City Plan to Council for approval in August, but it was 
overturned by the administration. He believes this means a real risk to the green belt in 
the interim. It seems the second PAN consultation for this site will be advertised soon; Cllr
Gardiner will follow this up and inform J Wightman. There was brief discussion about what
commitments might be sought from the developer.

NG

6 Chair's report
All matters covered elsewhere.

7 Treasurer's report
Accounts are still waiting to be signed off again by the auditor, as previously reported. The
annual grant from CEC has not been received, presumably because of this delay. JW

8 Secretary's report 
All matters covered elsewhere.

9 Planning

9.1 Bonnington Quarry 22/02513/FUL and Bonnington Quarry 22/02514/FUL – 
#02513, asphalt plant – 351 objections, 4 supporting
#02514, changing conditions – 320 objections, 3 supporting
With that level of objection, it will have to go to the Committee for discussion. Cllr 
Gardiner confirmed it is not on the agenda for this week's meeting, he will find out when it 
is likely to be dealt with and let us know. 

NG
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9.2 Gogar roundabout – Edinburgh Airport Ltd (EAL) has been speaking to nearby 
developers looking for ways to develop surface access. Cllr Gardiner voted in June 
against a planning application for development at Gogar roundabout, as he felt it did not 
allow sufficiently for active travel, but the new Convenor moved it through. He felt strongly
that a new community of 10,000 or so has to be sustainable, as the area would come to a 
standstill if it was primarily developed around car use. If another route is just added off the
roundabout people will drive, but cycling and buses need equal status. There was support
for that view, but it was also accepted that the airport needs to be accessible to people 
from all over Scotland, and currently has only one access road, which is unsafe practice. 
All agreed that it is a major issue and whatever action might be taken will be in place for 
decades, so it is important to get it right. 

9.3 3 houses at Ratho Hall and 6 houses at Castle Gogar – Both applications refused.

9.4 Street naming – CEC have proposed that streets in the Ratho Station development be 
named Kaye after the architect of Gogarburn Hospital, with no other connection with the 
area. Alternative suggestions were Radcliffe after the army private who rescued 
passengers in the 1917 train disaster or to name them after trees cut down for the site, or 
after Norton who owned the estate. Up to 4 adjacent streets can have the same name 
with different designations; if named after a person, they must have died at least 5 years 
before. It was suggested that P7 pupils could be involved as a project, but as the timeline 
requires a decision in 2/3 weeks that is not possible now, although could be done in future
to create a “bank” of names. Cllr Gardiner reported that the Planning Committee is keen 
to have more streets named after women. Any further suggestions to J Wightman, who 
will discuss further with D Johnston offline.

ALL
JW/DJ

9.5 Toucan crossing on A8 – When permission was granted to Taylor Wimpey for the 
Lauder Grove development, one condition was that a toucan crossing would be installed 
on the A8 prior to building work commencing. However, the Section 75 agreement says a 
crossing does not have to be completed until the 33rd house is occupied. It is not clear 
why such a substantial change was permitted. D Johnston to email details to Cllr Gardiner
who will seek clarification from Planning, and will ask Cllr Work to contact D Johnston.

DJ
NG/NW

10
10.1

Transport/Roads
Bus service 20
There was substantial discussion on the 20 bus service, the proposed discontinuation of 
which was not known at our last meeting. Comments on the existing service included:
- much local anger about cancelled buses and regular breakdowns, very unreliable

- the service does not go where the majority of residents want, ie to the centre of town

- because of this, the service is not as well used as it might be

- if level of service is reduced, it will be used even less

- many people, especially elderly, have no alternative means of transport and risk isolation

A Ratho resident, Stacey O'Flaherty, is very involved with the Love My Bus project, and 
has gathered views and suggestions of alternative bus routes via the Facebook page. Her
update was circulated prior to the meeting (she was unwell and sadly could not attend). 

Several of our councillors, with Daisy Narayanan, had met with Stuart Lowrie, Transport 
Officer. Meetings have taken place with First Bus and negotiations are ongoing. It has 
been confirmed the 20 service will continue beyond the end of August, but level of service
is not yet known, or for how long. There is a Transport & Environment Committee meeting
on 18 August. It is maintained that the key issue is not money but drivers, a problem also 
being experienced in other parts of the country – many drivers have left and new drivers 
need to be recruited and trained. 

Councillors recognised that it is a vital lifeline serving the community. There are difficulties
due to the economics, but it was agreed that a complete re-think is needed, including 
consideration of a link with Balerno, and whether the tendering process can be made 
more flexible to encourage more companies to make suggestions. Community transport 
was explained and dismissed as no reasonable substitute for a regular bus service. 

Ratho and Ratho Station residents stand together on this issue. There is a view that 
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Ratho Station residents have access to other bus services using the A8, but many people 
cannot use the footbridge, which is not DDA compliant. That might be alleviated by the 
toucan crossing referred to earlier (see 9.5) but that could take some time. It is important 
for Ratho Station residents to have access to the medical centre in Ratho, and for Ratho 
residents to reach the Scotmid in Ratho Station, the nearest small supermarket.

Ratho has expanded a lot, and there is the possibility of more development. If there is no 
adequate bus service for residents' needs, there will be increasing reliance on private 
cars, on narrow rural roads that are already very busy. Additionally, it is hoped that the 
Council would wish to encourage residents from other parts of the city and visitors from 
elsewhere to make use of both the EICC and the forthcoming Wavegarden, by using 
public transport. 

J Wightman will forward to all councillors the questionnaire regarding community transport
distributed in 2017 with the data collected from it. JW

10.2 Roads
It was noted that an accident on Freelands Road had resulted in a car lying overturned at 
the edge of the road, and eventually catching fire. Cause is not known.

The serious accident at Dalmahoy Road junction was discussed earlier, see 5.1.

Once again, roadworks have appeared in the area without any notice to us. Our local 
Roads Team used to give advance notice of any road closures/roadworks so that we can 
inform residents, but there no longer seems to be a mechanism for this. Leaflet dropping 
households immediately affected is not sufficient, as many roads in the area are used as 
through roads to access other areas or facilities. The reorganised SW Roads Team have 
undertaken to advise of possible disruptions. However, just that day notices appeared in 
Main Street advising No Parking for 5 days, for BT Openreach works, and no advisory 
notices were sent to affected residents. Councillors are asked to do what they can to put 
pressure on the relevant officials to ensure that advance notification is given to us.

At the recent Edinburgh Airport Consultative Committee meeting, a member who arranges
business travel for companies and individuals asked Cllr Lang if he would confirm that the
bus lane on the A8 will not be reinstated. Cllr Lang declined to give that assurance. It was 
felt that reinstatement would be a retrograde step for the many commuters who use the 
route to access communities in other local authorities as well as locally. It is estimated 
that approximately 14 buses use that route in the two hours of bus lane operation daily. 

Councillors

11 Education/Library
Not reported at meeting, but for the record – The library has extended its hours to: Mon & 
Weds 2.30-7.00pm, and Tues, Thurs & Fri 10.30am-3.00pm.

12 EACC (Edinburgh Association of Community Councils
EACC continue their attempts to increase respect for community councils.

13 Communications
Much time was spent advising residents on how to comment on Bonnington Mains quarry 
proposals.
Since July, there have been: 
13 Tweets & retweets; 3 Google group updates; Facebook – 24 posts, on several different
Facebook pages, plus responses to various concerns and queries.

14 AOCB

14.1 Edinburgh Airport Consultative Committee
Passenger numbers in July were 85% of 2019, and the same rate is expected in August. 
Winter numbers and schedules are uncertain but EAL will use any downtime for training of
recently recruited staff. 

EAL is not responsible for baggage, which is handled by firms contracted by airlines. 
However, EAL volunteers helped to clear backlogs and assist passengers during the 
recent problems covered in the media. EAL took the initiative in having the lost baggage 
reclaim at the Highland Showground. There were various reasons for the problems, most 
of which were outwith EAL's control.

It was reported that good transatlantic services are proposed, which had moved from 
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Glasgow. The customer helpline, which had temporarily closed due to abuse of staff, has 
now reopened. The service for persons with reduced mobility (PRM) was previously 
brought in-house and is now considered to be one of the best in the UK.

14.2 Edinburgh Airport Noise Advisory Board (EANAB)
As reported at the last meeting, EANAB are continuing to follow through on the 
recommendations of their Review, but there is still no clear outline of when this process 
will be concluded. As mentioned previously, at some stage EANAB will need to reform, 
and it will be important to reach communities and organisations not currently represented 
as well as those already on board.

14.3 Canal footbridge – There was a query as to whether the footbridge over the canal that 
was agreed some time ago was part of the Wavegarden package, or separate. It was 
assumed to be the latter, as it had separate funding sources. Cllr Bruce committed to 
follow up what is happening and report back.

GB

14.4 Carbon sequestration – A Kvassness is looking for ideas about how to initiate carbon 
sequestration projects in Ratho. Much has been done already, eg trees from Woodland 
Trust planted in Tormain. It was felt that this would work best as a small, locally-led 
project. She will prepare a paper looking at suggestions for how to proceed, what other 
groups may already exist, rough costings, possible funding sources, etc for discussion at 
a future meeting in the next few months.

AK

14.5 Next meeting – Will be held in either the church hall or the session house. 

15 Dates of future meetings
Unless otherwise indicated, all RADCC meetings take place on the 3rd Monday of each 
month, in Ratho Community Centre or online via MS Teams, and start at 7.15pm.

2022
19 September 17 October 21 November 19 December

2023
16 January 20 February 20 March 17 April
15 May 19 June 17 July 21 August
18 September 16 October 20 November 18 December
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