
Approved minutes September 2022 Ratho & District Community Council

Minutes of meeting of the RADCC held on Monday 26 September 2022 at 7.15pm, in Ratho 
Community Centre

Present: J Wightman (Chair), K Watt, E Gray, R Godfree, J Couper
In attendance: S O'Flaherty, Cllrs G Bruce, N Gardiner
Apologies: A Kvassness, P Taylor, D Johnson, S Bisset, Cllrs N Work, S Jenkinson, L Younie, 

L Young, F Glasgow
Action

1 Introduction
All were welcomed to the meeting, adjourned from 19 September due to the funeral of HM
Queen Elizabeth. As from the next meeting we will revert to the usual pattern of the third 
Monday in the month.

2 Apologies
As above.

3 Minutes of previous meeting
The minutes of meeting of 15 August 2022 were approved.
Proposed: R Godfree Seconded: K Watt

4 Previous meeting action points not elsewhere on the agenda
(10.1) 2017 transport questionnaire data – This was circulated, as agreed.
(14.3) Canal footbridge – Cllr Bruce reported that legal agreements, regarding future 
maintenance of the footbridge and the air lease above the canal, are being finalised. It is 
hoped they will be in place shortly and a tender process started. It is unlikely that it will be 
delivered before winter 2023. The bridge components will need to be brought in through 
the Wave Garden access route, so the two projects may proceed in tandem.

5 Elected members' reports

5.1 Cllr Bruce – He has mostly been busy with Dalmahoy junction and the bus service. At 
last month's Transport & Environment committee (TEC), he and Cllr Jenkinson raised an 
amendment to the decision to only provide a signalised pedestrian crossing at Dalmahoy 
junction, requesting a report by the November TEC meeting with up to date costs for it to 
be fully signalised. Cllr Gardiner agreed it would be good if there is sufficient funding for 
that, but there was also an amendment to keep progressing the pedestrianisation option, 
as it would be better than nothing if the full scheme cannot be done. It might be possible 
for the pedestrian crossing scheme to be upgraded at some point, but they are different 
schemes, and there are different funding “pots” involved. There remains a piece of land to
be purchased, and Cllr Gardiner also pointed out that costs have increased hugely.

5.2 Cllr Gardiner – He believes there are two planning notices, for either side of Baird Road. 
There is a PAN consultation for the Ratho North (north of cemetery) site, by Taylor 
Wimpey, this month (see 9.2). The developer requested that this land is released from 
green belt protection and incorporated into the emerging City Plan 2030. The Tarmac 
PAN, around a year ago, was for the old cement works and some surrounding land. Cllr 
Gardiner to check if it still within the permitted timescale to be taken forward.  

City Plan 2030 is due to be put to committee on 30 November. It will include 
representations, and the public will be able to attend the meeting.

There was a motion for a reduced ticketing cost if more than one journey is made within 
an hour, originally only on Lothian Buses, but Cllr Gardiner asked the TEC Convenor to 
ensure it applied to McGill's services too. S O'Flaherty took this point up with McGill's 
herself, and confirmed to them that this facility was on the original app, which they have 
taken over. It seems the integrated bus and tram ticket has also not been transferred over.

NG

5.3 Cllr Work – He has been corresponding with McGill’s about their takeover of First Bus 
operations and will be querying passenger complaints about not receiving tickets and 
drivers saying machines not working. He has asked if a representative from McGill’s can 
attend the next meeting of the Almond Neighbourhood Network. Given that the letter he 
received and passed on was addressed to councillors for Stirling, Falkirk & West Lothian, 
he is keen that McGill’s are made aware of the importance of the bus services, especially 
the tendered services they are now responsible for in Edinburgh. 
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He has been dealing with issues in Newbridge: water not draining away because of 
blocked drains in part of Riverside, and a request to have bushes trimmed back on part of
the path on Cliftonhall Road near Chariot Drive. He also questioned what the Council are 
doing to prevent travellers from gaining access to Huly Hill site, and whether Historic 
Environment Scotland are involved, as this historic site should be protected. He did notice
a new gate being installed at the entrance off Bridge Street.

He will attend a meeting on Tuesday 27 September with Royal Highland Showground 
regarding noise issues from recent events which many residents in Ratho Station 
complained about. He has been in correspondence with a resident from Middle Norton 
and was not clear whether or not she had instigated this meeting, but she was keen to 
publicise it and invite elected members along. 

(Post-meeting report from D Johnson of NARSCA: Following a meeting with Operations 
Director at RHASS, it has been agreed to expand consultation and engagement between 
RHS and the local community. RHS will propose a working group involving local 
stakeholders and community organisations, to meet several times per year. There will be 
wider notification of forthcoming events, as well as dedicated SMS, email and phone 
contacts for live issues. They accept that noise levels for recent events, although within 
legal limits, has been unacceptable. They are keen to initiate a community fund, providing
grants for community projects.)

6 Chair's report
All matters dealt with elsewhere.

7 Treasurer's report
A clearly signed copy of the year end accounts for 2021-22 has been forwarded to and 
acknowledged by CEC, and the annual grant of £591.86 has been received. It is £100 
less than previous years, because there had been no payments for meeting room rental, 
as meetings have been held online since the pandemic.

Approximately £789 remains in our old RBS account, and £5,500 was transferred to the 
new BoS account. As the annual grant has now been received, it is proposed to close the 
RBS account by transferring the balance to the new one. This was seconded and agreed. RG

8 Secretary's report 
Vandalism was reported at the Seagull Trust, and we put them in touch with the local 
South West policing team. Additionally, this past weekend, stones were thrown at one of 
the barges from the canal bank.

Considerable time was spent trying to clarify an issue with the Scottish Records Office 
Statistical Service and the CEC Planning service. Currently, Cala Craigpark, Clifton and 
Newbridge are included in the area “Dalmeny, Kirkliston and Newbridge”, whereas it 
would be more logical for them to be included in the “Ratho, Ingliston and Gogar” area. 
This data is extrapolated from Census results, and is highly relevant for assessing our 
population and other data, and for our Community Council grant. Cala Craigpark in 
particular has absolutely no connection with Kirkliston and Dalmeny. CEC seem to be 
disinterested. K Watt to email details to Cllr Gardiner who will seek clarification.

Efforts were made to clarify the position re lengthy installation of new traffic lights at 
Newbridge, now completed. Contact has also been established with the South West team
member who updates on Temporary Traffic Orders so that we can advise residents of 
potential traffic problems in good time.

KW/NG

9 Planning

9.1 PANs – As from 1st October, PANs will revert to being held in person rather than online.

9.2 Ratho North (cemetery site) – PAN online 28 September – 19 October. An interactive 
consultation event will take place on 28 September, 3.00-7.00pm. Comments and 
feedback on the proposals are invited until 19 October, to be directed to the developer at 
this stage. This has been publicised on Facebook and to the Google Group.

9.3 Gogarstone Road – Thanks to Cllr Work, information was received about proposed traffic
signage changes, these have not yet been implemented. Ratho's name is not included on
the revised left turn sign. There are no plans to remove the hatching. There is still great 
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concern that the junction remains extremely dangerous, and several of those present 
reported recent incidents of near rear-ending when turning left from the A8. 

9.4 Hotel at 4 East Mains, Ingliston – An application has been submitted, comments to be 
submitted by 7 October. D Johnston is circulating details in Ratho Station/Newbridge. DJ

9.5 Bonnington Mains quarry blasting and enforcement – There is concern about the 
effects of blasting at the quarry, as there has been a significant change in recent months. 
Having experienced no particular impact in at least 20 years, Bonnington village residents
are not just hearing the blasts but experiencing strong tremors, with furniture shaking. 
Blasting is now taking place on the west wall of the quarry. When approval was given in 
2017, conditions were laid down, to which the quarry is still working, but they have not 
been reviewed. Bonnington village was not deemed a “receptor” in 2017, but should now 
be listed and analysed. Details to be sent to Cllr Gardiner, and he will follow this issue up. RG/NG

9.6 Laurel Grove, Ratho Station – Taylor Wimpey were asked for the timetable for installing 
a toucan crossing on the A8. They replied that they have not yet put in a planning 
application for the crossing. This issue was raised was due to a discrepancy between the 
planning conditions and the legal agreement. It was not clear if it is normal practice to wait
until a proportion of houses have been built. Details to be sent to Cllr Gardiner, who will 
follow up.

Cllr Gardiner reminded members that CEC is keen to have more streets named after 
women. S O'Flaherty may create a project around this with Brownies.

Post-meeting report received from D Johnston of NARSCA:

Street names – Following consultation with the community, it was suggested to CEC that 
the street prefix should be Lilybank, which seems to have been adopted.

Ratho Station park disruption – A sizeable section of the park has been fenced off for 
several months now. According to TW this is to allow drainage to be fitted, and will likely 
remain fenced off for several more weeks. They have been reminded that they made a 
point of assuring the community that there would be no loss of amenity as a result of the 
development works, even temporarily.

A8 crossing – Despite several emails to Cllr Lang there has been no update on the issue 
of the Section 75 variance from the planning consent.

NG

SO

10
10.1

Transport/Roads
Bus service 20
The Chair thanked S O'Flaherty (SO) and Cllr Glasgow for their excellent contributions at 
the rescheduled meeting. In addition to worries about loss of services, there was concern 
in west Edinburgh that if public transport is reduced, people will use cars more, increasing
congestion and emissions. Many people do not understand the demographics or the 
geographical situation in Ratho; there is no safe pedestrian route to the A8 or the A71. 
When the direct bus service to central Edinburgh stopped, most people went back to cars,
and the bus service was left to people with no choice. Although Ratho Station residents 
have access to A8 services, a link to Ratho is still required, for the Health Centre, etc. At 
the moment, the service is fully funded, but if a commercial element can be added, it may 
be more attractive to operators – including the EICA and eventually the Wave Garden 
may help to make it financially viable. SO understood operators' current problems and it is
important to bear these in mind in discussions. Any tender process is complicated and 
rigid, it cannot be done with a vague specification. She has suggested meetings to include
both McGills and Lothian to look at all the possibilities and hear suggestions from them. 

Various options were mentioned briefly, including the possibility of hopper or shuttle 
services to the tram or to the Gyle. The possibility of approaching RBS re linking with their
staff shuttle bus to/from Gogarburn was mentioned. 

In the meantime, changes have been proposed to McGill's including reducing the length 
of the route by omitting the P&R at Ingliston; running an earlier bus in the morning; 
running a later bus in the evening. SO is logging all the issues reported on social media 
etc, and stressed that the people that need the service most are commuters. Many others 
are keen to use the bus if it is reliable and goes where they want it to go.
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10.2 Roads
Nothing to report that has not been covered elsewhere.

11 Education/Library
Cllr Bruce will forward an update. GB

12 EACC (Edinburgh Association of Community Councils)
There will be elections to office-bearer posts in November. Agreed J Wightman to be 
nominated once again as Treasurer.

13 Communications
Since August, there have been: 
6 Google group updates; 6 Tweets & retweets; 37 Facebook posts, plus direct responses 
to various concerns and queries.

14 AOCB

14.1 Edinburgh Airport Consultative Committee
Edinburgh Airport Airspace Change Programme (ACP-2019-32) has now progressed to 
Develop & Assess Gateway, and further information will be available in due course. The 
consultation preparation has not yet started, according to the website, and there is still 
more to do before the consultation is launched to the community.

14.2 Edinburgh Airport Noise Advisory Board (EANAB)
As previously reported, EANAB has been processing the Review Panel's 
recommendations and the subsequent mediation process. New versions of the Terms of 
Reference and Code of Conduct have been prepared and accepted by the Board (copies 
forwarded to RADCC Chair and Secretary). A notable change is the “purpose” of EANAB. 
Originally defined as “an impartial pathway for the community at large to engage with 
Edinburgh Airport Limited (EAL) in the understanding and resolution of issues relating to 
aircraft noise associated with Edinburgh Airport (EDI)”, it is now defined as a “two-way 
engagement between local communities and Edinburgh Airport through an independent 
and impartial forum including advice, information provision and recommendations with the
primary aim of minimising the impact of aviation noise on local communities”.

The review of the working of the Board has led to an annual strategy plan of activities 
through six sub-groups of members: Aviation, ACP & Noise Monitoring; Communities & 
External Engagement; Education & Training; Governance; Health Impact; and Strategy. It 
is understood that EAL will be proposing a new Chair to take over from Lindsay Cole at 
the end of the year, other office-bearers to be established at an AGM in January 2023. 
Development of a panel of elected representatives (MPs, MSPs, Councillors etc), as 
recommended by the Review Panel, has yet to be instigated, together with a general 
invitation to all community associations/groups impacted by aviation noise emanating 
from Edinburgh airport to propose representatives as members of EANAB, including 
those already represented. 

14.3 Police – There will be an update at the next meeting. JW

15 Dates of future meetings
Unless otherwise indicated, all RADCC meetings take place on the 3rd Monday of each 
month, in Ratho Community Centre or online via MS Teams, and start at 7.15pm.

2022
17 October 21 November 19 December

2023
16 January 20 February 20 March 17 April
15 May 19 June 17 July 21 August
18 September 16 October 20 November 18 December
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