
Approved minutes October 2022 Ratho & District Community Council

Minutes of meeting of the RADCC held on Monday 17 October 2022 at 7.15pm, in Ratho 
Community Centre

Present: J Wightman (Chair), K Watt, E Gray, R Godfree, P Taylor, A Kvassness
In attendance: V Cameron, Cllrs N Work, G Bruce, F Glasgow, L Younie, S Jenkinson
Apologies: J Couper, S O'Flaherty, Cllr N Gardiner

Action

1 Introduction
The Chair welcomed all. Verity Cameron, a final year Heriot Watt student, is working with 
CEC on the 20-minute neighbourhood strategy, and was present to listen only.

2 Apologies
As above.

3 Minutes of previous meeting
The minutes of meeting of 26 September 2022 were approved.
Proposed: R Godfree Seconded: K Watt

4 Previous meeting action points not elsewhere on the agenda
All matters covered elsewhere.

5 Elected members' reports

5.1 Cllr Work – Has received complaints about the fares on the 20 bus being different. Basic 
fares are the same, but the reduced ticket for travel on more than one bus within the hour 
has not been available, as reported at the last meeting. S O'Flaherty has taken this up 
with McGills, but the matter has not yet been resolved. Cllr Work reaffirmed that CEC 
does not run the buses.

5.2 Cllr Bruce – Had confirmation about the library/nursery building, see 11. 

Dalmahoy junction proposals are due to come back to the next Transport & Environment 
Committee (TEC) and he would report back following that meeting.

As mentioned at the last meeting, the footbridge between EICA and Wave Garden/country
park is not likely to be completed before winter 2023.

5.3 Cllr Glasgow – Has been dealing with similar issues to other councillors. Has been 
contacted several times by the developers of the Ratho North site, requesting a meeting. 
She would welcome any questions people would like her to put to them (see also 9.1). All

5.4 Cllr Younie – Followed up about potholes on Harvest Road, and was told they had 
forgotten to copy him into a response in July. Apparently the wait time is around 12 
months, presumably from July, but might be sooner if/when a team is available. Other 
than that, buses have been the major issue.

J Wightman discussed the issue of potholes briefly with Cllr Work prior to the meeting, 
and he understood that if a pothole has been reported, individuals cannot claim for vehicle
damage from hitting them. K Watt reported that a Ratho resident made a claim for 
damage and received a very legalistic response; she will copy the relevant parts and 
forward to all councillors, so that they may take the matter up with relevant officers.

KW
CLLRS

5.5 Cllr Jenkinson – Apologised for missing the start of the meeting. He has been dealing 
with similar concerns to other councillors, nothing else necessary to share.

5.6 Cllr Gardiner – Brief report submitted prior to the meeting:
There has been some progress regarding the redefinition of Ratho area statistics (see 8). 
There has also been some progress regarding blasting at Bonnington quarry (see 9.5). 
He noted the update from Robbie Crockett re the new library/nursery building (see 11). He
also noted S O'Flaherty's email to McGills, and will be communicating with them. NG

6 Chair's report
This has been a busy period, particularly re planning issues. All items covered elsewhere.

7 Treasurer's report
RBS was instructed on 14 October to transfer the balance in our account to the new BoS 
account. RBS warned that it may take up to 3 working days, and had not yet been done 
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when checked prior to this meeting. Treasurer to send confirmation to members when the 
process is complete. Notification for CEC re change of account has been prepared and 
will be sent once the transfer has been carried out. 

RG
RG

8 Secretary's report 
CEC website highlighted that, in the case of road gullies being cleaned, if channels are 
choked with leaves this should be reported to Waste Services in the first instance. She 
had to do this for Main Street and Ratho Park Road, to prevent recurrence of previous 
flooding. The job is booked but not as yet done. 

Cllr Gardiner was thanked for his help re problems with population statistics, highlighted 
at the last meeting. As part of the planning for the 2022 Census, datazone boundaries 
were adjusted to account for changes over the last 10 years. Kirkliston and Ratho (taking 
in the new development at Craigpark Quarry) has been split. National Records of 
Scotland have been doing further work on datazone boundaries and the 2019 drafts that 
officers saw may have been changed.

Waste Services (WS) were asked by the section dealing with the library demolition/rebuild
to remove the recycling bins at the library car park. WS stated the bins were paid for by 
Library Services, although one was for glass recycling, which does not seem relevant to 
the library service. WS state the bins will not be replaced or resited since all households 
received a set of bins for kerbside recycling, and the flats have communal bins. While it is 
acknowledged that residents do not wish to have them near their homes, several 
residents would like them replaced elsewhere. It was noted that there are alternatives at 
Scotmid in Ratho Station and beside Newbridge Bowling Club. Cllr Bruce to follow up. GB

9 Planning

9.1 Ratho North – An interactive online PAN was held on 28th September. K Watt attended, 
and consulted a number of residents who also attended. It was generally felt to be a 
waste of time, with developers providing no details. Most questions were met with the 
response that “this would be discussed at the planning stage”. It was hard to see the point
of the exercise. It was strongly suggested that this information should be sent to Planning 
for their report on the consultation, as we had advertised it extensively.

KW/JW

9.2 West Town, Edinburgh – A second consultation will be held on Thursday 3rd November, 
3.00-7.00pm, at the Marriot Hotel, Glasgow Road, and a virtual consultation at the same 
time. A Kvassness queried whether it would be reasonable to ask about building 
standards, eg passivhaus; their response is likely to be that it would depend whether 
planning permission was granted, and what builders proposed, but it would be worth 
asking, and recording their response. R Godfree noted that there has been no response 
from the Head of Planning to EANAB's highlighting of WHO recommendations regarding 
the maximum aviation noise that is tolerable before health is affected, as he believes the 
whole of the proposed area may fall within relevant parameters. When asked about 
aviation noise, most developers say they will insulate for protection, but WHO does not 
consider that satisfactory, as people can still be affected outside the house. Cllr Younie 
expressed concern at the scale of the development and the number of houses proposed. 
His concerns are mainly for education. There are still a number of options on the table for 
a new high school in the west of the city, and he will provide whatever updates he can. 

Both this developer and the one for Hatton Mains (below) have suggested meetings with 
RADCC. All present agreed that face to face meetings were preferable to virtual meetings,
although location and timing to suit everyone can be difficult.

AK

LY

9.3 Hatton Mains – This proposal was published on 27th September, prior to new rules for 
pre-application consultations which came into force on 1st October. The consultations will 
be held on 2nd February 2023, one in person and perhaps one virtual. We have contacted 
CEC to request two in-person consultations, one in Ratho and one in Dalmahoy, which 
has been included in the approval of the PAC. 

9.4 Housing density – J Wightman asked councillors to consider that the West Town 
proposal is 7,000 houses on 205 acres, and Hatton is 1,500 houses on 150 acres. Clearly
part of the answer is that West Town will incorporate numerous blocks of flats, but the 
discrepancy seems rather large.

CLLRS
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9.5 Bonnington Quarry, expansion/asphalt plant – Yet to be determined.

9.6 Bonnington Quarry, blasting & enforcement – Enforcement have agreed that there can
be a monitor at Bonnington Village, but it is essential to also have details of what size of 
charges are set off, and exactly where, to compare with monitor readings. As previously 
reported, workings have moved from the east of the quarry to the west side. Not only are 
Bonnington village residents feeling the physical shock strongly, but shocks have also 
been felt as far east as the bottom of Wilkieston Road and Craigpark Cala houses. Quarry
management maintain that they are operating within the terms of the original consent, but 
they and CEC need to understand that there are now problems. A Kvassness will try to 
track down geological maps of the area in question.

AK

9.7 City Plan – The City Plan is going to the Planning Committee on 30 November 2022, and
all RADCC members are expected to consider it closely when it is made available. ALL

9.8 Post-meeting update: Updated guidance – The Planning Dept has published updated 
Non-Statutory Guidance for Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas, in particular dealing
with window replacement. There are also updated Cemetery Management Rules which 
would affect Ratho Cemetery and the graveyard at Ratho Parish Church.

10
10.1

Transport/Roads
Bus service 20
S O'Flaherty had submitted apologies, she regretted being unable to attend. She is 
organising a meeting in Ratho with McGills and 1 or 2 members of the CC, not the 
general public, to discuss the current situation and how things can be taken forward. 

10.2 Passes on trams
There has been mention of the possibility of tram travel being excluded from under 22 
and/or over 60 passes. Cllr Jenkinson clarified that both types of pass are Scottish 
government schemes covering buses, but not trams, trains or light rail. CEC currently 
funds tram travel for both, for Edinburgh residents. The matter was debated at the last 
TEC meeting, and will likely come down to a budgetary decision in February. It was noted 
that one of the arguments for the 20 bus route is that we can connect with trams, which 
are a very useful link for commuters and for students. 

10.3 Roads
Nothing further on speed limiting measures to Wilkieston Road. Cllr Bruce to chase up the
Council Officer, Allan Hoad. 

Dalmahoy junction – see 5.2.

Nothing further on Gogarstone Road/A8 junction, consider how to take forward.

GB

JW/RG

11 Education/Library
Work to construct the new building housing the library, nursery and community room will 
start on 31 October 2022. The contractors will begin by securing the area and 
demolishing the existing library. Construction is scheduled for completion in September 
2023. They will work with school management to ensure vehicle movements and site 
activities limit any disruption to the school, and they will shortly write to neighbouring 
residents advising them how to raise any concerns and receive further updates. A letter 
will be sent to all Ratho Primary parents immediately after the October break, and we 
have asked that they also inform the Community Centre, as it is managed separately from
the school. The pedestrian path through the community woodland will be maintained 
throughout. They have been asked to preserve the trees behind the library, planted by 
Ratho Environment Group, but it is unclear if they will do so.

12 EACC (Edinburgh Association of Community Councils)
The AGM will be on 24 November. It is hoped that an official from CEC will attend as a 
speaker, it is not yet known who this will be. J Wightman's nomination as Treasurer to be 
signed by K Watt and R Godfree and submitted in good time. KW/RG

13 Communications (post meeting update) Since September, there have been: 
2 Google group updates; 2 tweets & retweets; 26 Facebook posts, plus direct responses 
to various concerns and queries.
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14 AOCB

14.1 Edinburgh Airport Consultative Committee
A meeting will be held in November, prior to the next CC meeting. 

14.2 Edinburgh Airport Noise Advisory Board (EANAB)
R Godfree was unable to attend the regular monthly meeting on 5th October. However, he 
circulated a note to all members ahead of the meeting, highlighting several key questions.
Some of these concerned the outcome of the mediation process, and he understood they 
had caused some discussion at the meeting. He is awaiting a meeting with the chair and 
a few of the members to discuss what was debated. Many of the recommendations from 
the Review Panel have been sidestepped to an extent. In spite of the mediation process, 
which was intended to bring people together, the situation is now probably worse than 
ever. He will provide updates after that meeting and the next regular meeting. RG

14.3 Ratho Station Remembrance Day service – Will be held on 13th November TBC), time 
not known. J Wightman unfortunately cannot attend as she normally would. Time to be 
established and details passed to R Godfree/Dave Johnston.

JW/RG

14.4 Police – A report for Northwest Community Policing Team (Almond Ward) was circulated, 
which was not very informative. There has been nothing similar for Southwest.

Some concern was expressed regarding the safety of a resident; contact with the police 
was encouraged, possibly also the Housing Officer. Details to be passed to Cllr Bruce, 
who will see if anything can be done.

AK/GB

14.5 Christmas lights – Switch on is due to be the first Friday in December. It did not happen 
last year due to the contractor failing to turn up, but we are confident it will go to plan this 
year. There is £688.49 left of the money that was collected for Christmas lights, but as it 
seems CEC will be managing this for the foreseeable future, it was proposed and agreed 
that the money be passed to the Gala Committee, to benefit the event in the village. JW/RG

14.6 Carbon sequestration project – A Kvassness had produced a “first cut” paper to outline 
a proposal, and J Wightman had made some suggestions to clarify and expand it. It is an 
area that A Kvassness could certainly tackle developers about at forthcoming 
consultations. She believes it has huge potential, and that there is a lot of funding 
available for many groups, including farmers, and there could be collaboration across the 
whole RADCC area. One disadvantage for the area may be the proximity of the airport, 
who discourage wildlife and roosting birds that may endanger planes. A Kvassness 
wondered if the airport's carbon budget had been adjusted to take account of the fact that 
they are restricting land use restoration. 

14.7 Next meeting – Whether the next meeting is online or in person will depend on what is 
decided re a meeting with West Town developers.

15 Dates of future meetings
Unless otherwise indicated, all RADCC meetings take place on the 3rd Monday of each 
month, in Ratho Community Centre or online via MS Teams, and start at 7.15pm.

2022
21 November 19 December

2023
16 January 20 February 20 March 17 April
15 May 19 June 17 July 21 August
18 September 16 October 20 November 18 December
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