
Approved minutes November 2022 Ratho & District Community Council

Minutes of meeting of the RADCC held on Monday 21 November 2022 at 7.15pm, online via MS Teams

Present: J Wightman (Chair), K Watt, E Gray, R Godfree, A Kvassness, J Couper
In attendance: Stacey O'Flaherty, Cllrs F Glasgow, N Work
Apologies: Cllrs S Jenkinson, L Younie, G Bruce, N Gardiner

Action

1 Introduction
All were welcomed to the meeting.

2 Apologies
As above.

3 Minutes of previous meeting
The minutes of meeting of 17 October 2022 were approved.
Proposed: R Godfree Seconded: A Kvassness

4 Previous meeting action points not elsewhere on the agenda
All points covered elsewhere.

5 Elected members' reports

5.1 Cllr Glasgow – Other than business dealt with elsewhere, she has spent more time in 
Ratho to make herself more visible and actively talk to local people.

5.2 Cllr Work – Nothing to report other than queries re the old Continental site (see 9.1).

5.3 Cllr Bruce – Reported the following:

- He tried to follow up re Wilkieston Road with Allan Hoad, who has been off sick, and no-
one else has yet responded in his place. Will continue to chase.

- A report on Dalmahoy junction is due to come back to the next TEC meeting.

- Apparently funding for free travel on trams for Under 22s will cease next year. 

GB

6 Chair's report
All matters dealt with elsewhere.

7 Treasurer's report
Transfer of all funds from RBS to new BoS account was confirmed on 18 October, and a 
letter confirming completion of transfer was sent to CEC that day. Email exchange has 
now confirmed that the letter was received and CEC's records amended appropriately. 

Payment of £98.85 made to Lady Haig's Poppy Factory for Remembrance Day wreaths.

At this time, the account holds £6,782.77. As agreed at the last meeting, a cheque for 
£688.50, the remnant of the Christmas lights fund, was forwarded to Ratho Children's 
Gala Day, cheque has not yet been banked.

Invoice for £145 received from Smash Digital, for annual hosting and certification of the 
RADCC website. Payment proposed by J Wightman, seconded by K Watt, and agreed. RG

8 Secretary's report 
This has been an extremely busy period.

A gas leak near the canal bridge threatened total closure for up to 4 weeks, resulting in 
extensive liaison with the new Roads Operation Officer and with school contacts, and 
posting information to residents. In the end the closure lasted one day only.

A CEC consultation on speed limits for rural roads was published recently. Residents and 
Community Councillors had been advised. In this area, the proposals essentially are that 
roads presently not subject to a limit will be subject to 30mph including Freelands Road, 
Ransfield Road and Gogarmuir Road, except for Gogar (20mph), A71 and Wilkieston 
Road to the village boundary, Cliftonhall Road (40mph).

With recent flooding, advice has again been posted to residents on how to report 
problems to CEC, who require specific location detail to deal with them effectively. There 
is an ongoing issue with flooding on Riverside, which Cllr Work was pursuing. CEC  
initially claimed it was not their responsibility, so he contacted Scottish Water, who did a 
survey and claimed there was not an issue with gullies. It needs further investigation, 
although there had been no reports of problems during the recent heavy rain spells. 
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K Watt to contact the resident. Flooding on Wilkieston Road was reported as urgent on 2 
November, and again the previous week, but work is now being carried out.

Residents have been frustrated about the lengthy closure of Old Liston Road, and many 
drivers have been using the bus loop (illegally).

A reminder was sent to CEC about signs regarding statutory weight limits for HGVs in the 
village, as they need replacing.

The church's property manager advised that a bollard at the War Memorial had been  
knocked over. It was reported and eventually repaired, unfortunately not before the 
Remembrance Sunday ceremony.

As reported previously, there has been discussion with CEC re population statistics, as 
compiled by the Scottish Statistical Service, who manage the Census. They appear to 
have agreed to include Craigpark Quarry, Newbridge and Cliftonhall in the Ratho area 
rather than with Kirkliston, Newbridge and Dalmeny, although it was stressed that this 
may change further. Noted that Bonnington was not included. 

Ratho village Christmas tree switch on is scheduled for 4 December.

KW

9 Planning

9.1 Old Continental site, Newbridge – A meeting was held with new owners GSS Property 
Development Aberdeen Ltd on 17 November. They do not think the site is suitable for 
housing and instead propose a commercial/light industrial site, with new high tech, energy
efficient warehousing built to order. They plan to clear the site up and make it secure in 
January 2023, and will be working with a traffic consultant before preparing a planning 
application. We expressed concerns about the number of similar facilities already in the 
area, and about problems with roads and access to Newbridge roundabout. The 
developers appreciated the meeting and will continue to communicate. Cllr Work has not 
been contacted by them, and stressed residents' views were important, given that they 
had campaigned many years ago to have the site changed from industrial to housing.

9.2 West Town – A meeting was also held on 17 November with this 205-acre site developer 
Drum Property Group, who will submit a PPP in principle by end December, with a more 
detailed proposal next year. They propose a mixed use site, with approx 7,000 homes, 
mostly in 3/5-storey blocks, and 30% car penetration, multi-storey car parks provided at 
either end. It will be centred round a new tram stop, groundwork for which is already in 
place. The developer compared proposed density as similar to Marchmont, and less than 
Leith. We expressed concerns regarding access roads and traffic increase, but the 
developer maintains that CEC are considering roads and access strategy for the whole 
area, including the airport, as well as Business Gateway and Crosswinds developments. 
Greater consideration will be given once more detail is available.

9.3 Hatton Mains – There will be an online PAC on 26 January 2023 and 2 in-person events 
on 2 February 2023, in Ratho and Dalmahoy. The developer has talked to Currie and 
Balerno CCs, and a virtual meeting between RADCC and the developer will be arranged, 
which Kirknewton CC may join.

JW

9.4 Bonnington quarry expansion/asphalt plant – Nothing further to report.

9.5 Bonnington blasting & enforcement – A monitor has been offered, and there will be a 
test blast on 24 November, between 10.00-11.00am. Queries about previous blasts have 
been passed to B Fleming. It is understood that the monitor will be placed in the forecourt 
of Bonnington Mains farm, but R Godfree will check this with the farm owner. RG

9.6 Brady site, beside West Croft – The planning portal shows this is still awaiting a 
decision, but on examination, it appears a letter was sent on 24 October saying they are 
minded to grant the application, subject to legal agreement. It is believed the only 
difference between this and the previous application, which was approved, was the 
positioning of houses, as the original had houses sited over a sewer. 

9.7 Wilkieston road safety – See 5.3

9.8 20-minute neighbourhood – D Narayanan has been unwell, meeting still to be arranged. KW
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9.9 Dalmahoy junction – Pursue next time (note for agenda) EG/GB

9.10 Gogarstone Road junction – Pursue next time (note for agenda) EG/JW

9.11 Redheughs Estate – Nothing to report

9.12 Wavegarden – Reported that it has been re-named Lost Shore Surf Resort.

10 Transport/Roads
Stacey O'Flaherty (SO) reported that there has been a lot of activity around the bus 
service. There was a meeting with McGills to share information, highlight issues with the 
current service, look at potential ways to improve, and discuss future aspirations. It was 
also an opportunity for McGills to explain the challenges they are currently facing. SO 
offered additional information on possible efficiencies, and another meeting will be 
pursued in due course. Donald Stirling's experience and input was appreciated. 

SO had sent the same email to McGills, Lothian, Waverley and RBS. RBS responded 
positively and she had a meeting with their facilities management, and they are interested
in a possible partnership. Dialogue with them is ongoing. McGills asked what the 
preference would be, in terms of buses that use the A71, and SO replied that an X22 
diverted in from Wilkieston through Ratho then back to the A71 via Dalmahoy Road would
be the preference. Lothian Buses response was poor and they appear uninterested. 
Waverley, who some time ago operated the X48 to Ratho, have yet to respond.

There has also been a meeting, including J Wightman, with the CEC Transport team to 
discuss the 20, 63 and 68 bus routes. However, discussion was dominated by Currie CC 
representative's concerns about the 44 bus. No agenda was provided for the meeting, 
which was disappointing.There seems to be a lack of understanding on CEC’s part about 
our residents' needs – there are school age children, commuters and an older population 
who all want a good, scheduled service. 

SO noted that when she made a presentation to Transport & Environment Committee 
(TEC) it was on the back of then Cllr Lesley MacInnes's motion, which was due to come 
back after two cycles – Cllr Work to check if it is on the agenda and if not, to get 
something tabled in. SO stressed that the options being looked at could well save CEC 
money; options need to be explored and costed.

J Wightman thanked SO sincerely for all the excellent work she was doing on this.

Noted that Cllr Work has asked McGills to come to an Almond Neighbourhood 
Partnership meeting, which may also be attended by Stuart Lowrie.

NW

11 Education/Library
Work on site is proceeding and the old library is now partially demolished. It is hoped to 
have works completed by the end of summer 2023. Contact has been established with 
the site manager to allow issues to be reported to or from the wider community.

12 EACC (Edinburgh Association of Community Councils)
The AGM is on 24 November, online. J Wightman has been nominated as Treasurer, and 
there have been no other nominations.

13 Communications Since October, there have been: 
5 Google group updates; 7 tweets & retweets; 26 Facebook posts, plus direct responses 
to various concerns and queries.

14 AOCB

14.1 Edinburgh Airport Consultative Committee
A meeting was held on 7 November. Night flights increased this year; these were not 
scheduled, but delays built up from daytime flights. Ms Jardine MP seemed reasonably 
content that this was the case. There are higher fees on airlines for landing after midnight.

The airport's "sustainability pillars” include a low carbon network and a heat network to 
include West Town, if agreed. They are looking towards providing more electric car 
charging bays, and it was hoped that more of these would be accessible for persons with 
reduced mobility. There was an update on sustainability, including an 11-acre solar farm 
which should be online in May 2023. They are also investigating innovative wind tunnels 
to generate electricity.
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The Community Grants Committee will meet at the end of this month.

Road access was again discussed as a key issue, particularly in light of the proposed 
West Town and Crosswinds developments.

Airspace Change Process (ACP2) is under way, and proposals will be made to the public 
at this time next year. The consultation process will be different from the previous one.

14.2 Edinburgh Airport Noise Advisory Board (EANAB)
EANAB is continuing the process of adopting the recommendations of the Review Panel, 
whilst also being actively engaged with EAL on the current ACP. Serious consideration is 
being given to the Firth of Forth as a potential flight route. 

Local councillors' attention has been drawn to the absence of a reply from CEC's Head of 
Planning to a letter from EANAB more than a year ago regarding WHO guidelines on 
potential health impacts resulting from exposure to aviation noise. A further letter was sent
the previous week. Cllr Lang undertook to investigate why there has been no response.  KL

14.3 Warm banks – CEC are happy to advise on warm banks and publicise them, but will not 
arrange or fund any themselves. They advise that they should be local initiatives, and 
should be centred round inviting people to join in specific activities in order not to 
stigmatise anyone. The Community Centre does not have the time or the staff to support 
any more activities than they currently offer. Some libraries are offering "warm bank 
space" only 2 or 3 afternoons per week. All will consider whether there is anything that 
could be done locally.

ALL

14.4 Remembrance Day service – Cllr Work attended the event at Hillwood Primary on the 
Friday, when our wreath was laid by the school. 

14.5 North Street lockups – The area has been refurbished, and the small plot of land beside 
it made into a community garden area. Housing Officer A Holden has confirmed it is for 
the sole use of 130 Main Street residents, will be padlocked and only residents have keys.

14.6 Next meeting – will be in person. 

15 Dates of future meetings
Unless otherwise indicated, all RADCC meetings take place on the 3rd Monday of each 
month, in Ratho Community Centre or online via MS Teams, and start at 7.15pm.

2022
19 December (in person)

2023
16 January 20 February 20 March 17 April
15 May 19 June 17 July 21 August
18 September 16 October 20 November 18 December

 

www.radcc.org and @radcc 4

http://www.radcc.org/

