
Approved minutes December 2022 Ratho & District Community Council

Minutes of meeting of the RADCC held on Monday 19 December 2022 at 7.15pm, in Ratho 
Community Centre

Present: J Wightman (Chair), K Watt, R Godfree, E Gray, A Kvassness, P Taylor, J Couper
In attendance: S Neal & N Addington, S O'Flaherty, Cllr N Work, Cllr S Jenkinson
Apologies: Cllrs F Glasgow, N Gardiner, G Bruce

Action

1 Introduction
All were welcomed to the meeting, and informed that it must finish by 8.45pm.

2 Apologies
As above.

3 20 minute neighbourhoods
Sarah Neal and Neil Addington are Lifelong Development Officers, and are working 
alongside the 20 minute neighbourhood team. Several 'Picnic in the Park' events were 
organised over the summer, the Ratho one was attended by around 200 people. The 
event provided an opportunity to speak with residents about living in Ratho, and how/to 
what extent they feel it works as a 20 minute neighbourhood, what is good and what is 
not. Although the bus situation was, even then, the major concern, there was a lot of 
positive comment about the community centre, the library, the medical centre etc, and 
clearly a strong sense of community. 

There was lengthy discussion with Sarah and Neil about what has been done in other 
places, and about the challenges that Ratho faces. Due to the poor bus service, we can 
feel rather isolated, and there is a worry that eg bringing some council services to Ratho 
could exacerbate that. Sarah was very clear that they cannot promise a better bus 
service, but having the support of the 20 minute neighbourhood team behind us might 
help to penetrate some of the difficulties that we have been facing with the bus service.

A Kvassness asked if the carbon sequestration project that she hopes to start could be 
part of the process. Sarah suggested contacting Allister McKillop and the Pentlands 
Forum, who are involved in a project to ensure the elderly especially will be supported 
given climate extremes and the current inaccessibility of existing services.

Members were interested to learn that there is a Community Link Worker based at the 
Medical Centre 3/4 hours per week. 

The next step would be to create a group in Ratho to work on this, and create a "place 
plan" or a "place-based standards tool".  It was agreed we should hold a special meeting 
of RADCC, with Sarah, Neil and another colleague, to discuss further and start looking at 
the way forward. They would be happy to act as a conduit and engage with different 
groups of all ages.Carrying out  a place plan would be a valuable exercise in itself. Their 
agenda is to make sure voices in the community are heard. 

Cllr Jenkinson encouraged use of this resource/framework; CEC has commited a lot of 
expertise and staff to it, and it could be scaled down as appropriate. He also stressed that
this is not just a CEC initiative, it forms part of Scottish government planning. This would 
just be the start of a process that will take time, but the help offered will make a difference.

4 Minutes of previous meeting
The minutes of meeting of 21 November 2022 were approved, subject to correcting 
meeting venue from Ratho Community Centre to online.
Proposed: R Godfree Seconded: J Couper

5 Elected members' reports

5.1 Cllr Bruce – Submitted a report covering Dalmahoy junction (see 5.3), Wilkieston Road 
works (see 10.2) and the 20 bus service (see 10.1). In addition, he has requested that the
War Memorial bollard is checked and securely fixed; he has been told it will be done in the
near future, if no update received by end January he will follow up. GB

5.2 Cllr Work – Sits on Transport & Environment Committee (TEC). Main issues have been 
the Dalmahoy junction (see 5.3) and bus services 20 and 63 (see 10.1).

5.3 Cllr Jenkinson – He and Cllr Bruce have been working together on Dalmahoy junction, 
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with Cllr Bruce taking the lead. They were unhappy with the decision that was taken last 
year and succeeded in getting an amendment through to have the committee revisit the 
plans. It came back to the last meeting; while he does not sit on the TEC, Cllr Jenkinson  
had been a substitute for the last two meetings, which had been useful. He was able to 
speak to the report, which was passed by the committee, and they agreed to instal a fully 
signalised junction. The challenge now is to identify which pot/s of money will be used to 
fund it. There will be money from Sustrans – essentially Scottish government money – 
that can be used for active travel among other things, but the rumour that funding is 
coming from active travel is inaccurate, although a fully signalised junction will benefit 
cyclists, walkers, and bus users. He is confident that a way through the budget process 
will be found and it will happen. The decision of the TEC was unanimous, but a lot of work
has been involved behind the scenes. There remains a piece of land that needs to be 
acquired.

6 Chair's report
All matters dealt with elsewhere.

7 Treasurer's report
The cheque to Ratho Children's Gala Day for £688.50, the balance of the Christmas lights
fund, has now been banked. Invoice for £145 from Smash Digital for website hosting etc 
has been paid.

8 Secretary's report 
CEC intends to resurrect a group to examine/update the Union Canal strategy. K Watt will 
speak to the relevant officer early in 2023, anyone wishing to contribute should contact 
her.

We have requested the gully in Harvest Road to be cleared of many years' accumulation 
of leaves and grit, also Ratho Park Road and Main Street, job numbers have been raised.

The Post Office counter in the Village Shop will be closing on 6 March 2023, although we 
have not been officially notified by Post Office Counters/Royal Mail. Apart from the 
obvious services being lost, there will be no drop-off facility for Amazon returns. The 
Village Shop will remain open.

Following some complaints on social media of damaged tyres and wheels at the new 
Newbridge gateway, the Roads Team have checked the site and found nothing dangerous
that would have caused the burst tyres mentioned. Lane widths were double-checked, 
and are 100mm wider than the previous layout. They suggest the burst tyres may have 
been caused by drivers going too fast and clipping the kerbs on the way through.

KW
ALL

9 Planning

9.1 Old Continental site, now GSS Newbridge Ltd – PANs to be held on 31 January and 
23 February 2023, possibly at Newbridge Bowling Club, 3.00-8.00pm.

9.2 Hatton Mains – PAN in person on 2 February 2023, two venues, we have suggested one 
in Ratho, one in Dalmahoy.  Virtual meeting with RADCC to be arranged after those, 
avoiding the school holidays.

JW/KW

9.3 Bonnington Quarry, blasting & enforcement – A test blast was carried out on 24 
November 2022. Other blast details have been passed to Brian Fleming, no response. 
Follow up in January. JW

9.4 Bonnington Quarry, expansion/asphalt plant – There have been over 300 objections to
these applications, so they will have to go to committee. There is reference in the 
application to an environmental impact assessment, and that statement says there will be 
no impact, but this should be checked back and thoroughly examined, as it is hard to 
believe the plant would have no environmental impact. ALL

9.5 Ardchuille (house on hill at Piggery Bends) – This application seems to be a complete 
change of house style, but has been submitted as only a minor variation. To be checked. JW

10 Transport/Roads 

10.1 Bus service
J Wightman and S O'Flaherty (SO) attended a Bus Partnership Fund Consultation. The 
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focus was on major routes such as the A8. It was pointed out that anything done on the 
A8 would impact Ratho traffic, encouraging rat running, but this was more or less ignored.

A number of residents are being forced to take taxis to get to/from work, which is simply 
unacceptable. When asked for compensation, McGills have asked if taxi receipts have 
been kept. If details are given on the short notice cancellations list, people know not to go 
for the bus, but that does not always happen. There was one day when the 7.00, 8.00 and
9.00 did not turn up, and none were on the short notice cancellations list. It is clear that 
everyone, councillors included, is behind what SO is trying to do, and she had put an 
update on the community Facebook page, to let people know we are trying to find 
solutions. She understands that there are huge problems with driver shortages, which 
McGills are trying to address, but the state of the buses is also very poor, there have been
many breakdowns. She would like Stuart Lowrie to meet with McGills and have a  
constructive discussion with them. She will ask for an update on the investigation 
mentioned last week.

Long term, SO has contacted Procurement directly and asked about the process for next 
year. She has masses of data that she would like to share with them. It is disappointing 
that Stuart Lowrie has not yet set up a face to face meeting with SO. 

SO

10.2 Roads
Dalmahoy junction – see 5.3

Wilkieston Road, road improvements – still no response from Allan Hoad, to be followed 
up again.

Post meeting update from Allan Hoad via Cllr Bruce:
"I am pleased to say the Road Safety Audit was completed without any real issues being 
identified with the proposed design. However, they did highlight some matters of 
maintenance which we will attended to when we undertake the work, to address concerns
over vegetation or the condition of the road surface at specific locations.
I have asked the Council’s Legal team for some advice on the agricultural fence that has 
been installed along the south verge. Once that is addressed, we will be able to progress 
to Tender."

Gogarstone Road/A8 junction – contact name still required.

GB

11 Education/Library
The old library has now been completely removed, and the works portacabin resited.

12 EACC (Edinburgh Association of Community Councils)
There has been discussion at EACC about the inconsistencies between the various CCs, 
in particular the number of wards some are in, and the number of people represented. 
Most CCs are in one ward, with 3 or 4 councillors; others, like RADCC, are in two, with 8 
councillors. However, there are at least two CCs that are in three wards, with 9-12 
councillors. The number of residents represented can range from 4,500, as in our case, to
over 42,000 in Corstorphine. CC boundaries can only be changed as part of a review of 
the whole Community Council scheme, which would take a minimum of 9 months, during 
which time no elections could be held. It has been agreed that the next elections will take 
place in May 2024, subject to there being no other elections or referendums. Councillors 
present pointed out that there are also inconsistencies from their point of view, they may 
have anything from one to four Ccs to liaise with. We will advise of any progress.

13 Communications Since November, there have been: 
3 Google group updates; 5 tweets & retweets; 9 Facebook posts, plus direct responses to
various concerns and queries.

14 AOCB

14.1 Edinburgh Airport Consultative Committee
Edinburgh Airport was given the top rating by the Civil Aviation Authority for its 
accessibility service for persons with reduced mobility. 

14.2 Edinburgh Airport Noise Advisory Board (EANAB)
R Godfree has now resigned from this group, we will advertise for a replacement. 
However, he remains in the EANAB Google group and will pass on anything of note.
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14.3 Carbon sequestration project – For future meeting agenda.

14.4 Police report – None received.

14.5 Medical centre – It was confirmed that residents currently not registered at Ratho 
Medical Centre could not now register at Ratho except in special circumstances, but new 
residents may register.

15 Dates of future meetings
Unless otherwise indicated, all RADCC meetings take place on the 3rd Monday of each 
month, in Ratho Community Centre or online via MS Teams, and start at 7.15pm.

2023
16 January (online) 20 February 20 March 17 April
15 May 19 June 17 July 21 August
18 September 16 October 20 November 18 December
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